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‘THOUGH grammatical difquifitions may, by fome perfons, 

be accounted trifling and fcholaftic fubtilties, yet in 
reality, and in: the eftimation of every judicious reader, they 
are of the greateft ufe and importance. A compétent know- 
lege of grammar, as an excellent writer has obferved, is the 
true foundation on which all literature, properly fo called, 
ought to be raifed *. A performance, which is defective in 
its firft principles, cannot be called elegant: it will always 
bear the marks of the author’s inattention, or, which is woffe, 
his ignorance. 

The importance of grammatical learning may be con- 
fidered in a-more extenfive view, as a circumftance, which ei- 
ther degrades or raifes the literary charaéter of nations. 

The ancient Greeks and Romans took infinite pains to 
improve their refpective languages. We have many remark- 
able inftances of their labours to this effeét, in the writings 
of Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, Demetrius Phalereus, Quinc- 
tilian, and Aulas Gellius. The Englith reader would be 
furprifed to fee with what exattnefs they meafured their pe- 
tiods, and analyfed their phrafes, their words, their fyllables, 
and even their letters, in order to give grace and harmony 


to their compofitions. To this refinement we may, in a great 


meafure, afcribe that inexpreflible charm, which every man 
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of tafte and learning difcovers in the claffics, and which is- 


not to be found in any other writers. 


Since the beginning of the prefent century the Englith lan-- 
guage has been much improved and refined. Several able 
writers have examined its principles, and pointed out its: 
beauties and defeéts, with. an accurate and philofophical in-. 


veftigation. 
Some Scotch. writers have likewife; within thefe few years, 


fhewn an’ uncommon attention to the purity of their ftyle : 
but the generality of them, having been habituated to certain: 


provincial barbarifms, ufe many uncouth terms: and phrafes,. 
both in {peaking and writing. 

In order therefore to guard his countrymen againft thefe 
_ improprieties, the ingenious author. of this performance: has,. 
in.a variety of inftances, pointed out the difference between 


the Scotch and the Englifh dialeéts. But before he proceeds. 


to this enquiry, he makes the following obfervations on the: 
erigin of the Scotch language. 

‘ This language is acknowleged'to be a dialect of: the Saxon- 
di Old. Englith, with fome trifling variations.. Indeed the two: 
languages origtnally were fo nearly-the fame, that the princi- 


pal differences at prefent. between them, are. owing to the- 


Scots having retained. many words and phrafes which have fallen: 
“ into difufe among the Englith. 

© At firft, it feems difficult to account for: the introduction 
of a dialect of the Saxon into a country where the Erfe or 
Gaelic was fpoken; a language not a little celebrated for its 
ftrength and beauty. It muit ftrike every one-as an uncom- 
mon circumftance, that the language of England fhould pre- 


vail in a ftate, the members of which had a rooted enmity to. 


the Englifh namé: and fome authors have thought it neceflary 
to account for fo fingular a phenomenon, by endeavouring to 
trace a remote connection hetween-the Scots and Englifh, even 
in the, forefts of Germany +. 

‘ Others, however, are fatisfied with carrying their re- 
fearches as far back gs the year.858, when. the Saxons, un- 
der.the conduét of Ofbreth and Ella, fubdued the fouthern 
provinces of Scotland, expelled the ancient poffeffors, and 
fettled there with their adherents. It is certain that Lothian, 
| which included the country from the Frith of Forth to the 
Tweed, .wasfor many years inhabited by Saxons, and go- 
verned by the ancient monarchs of Northumberland. The in- 


_ habitants of that country, though afterwards fabdued by the 


Scots, retained the manners and language of their progeni- 
SE 
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tors: and when Edinburgh, the principal city of Lothian,, be- 
came the capital of Scotland, a dialeé& of the Saxon, the lan- 
guage of that province, gradually fpread itfelf from the me- 
tropolis of the. kingdom, to its moft northern extremities. 

« To this we may add, that. many Saxons fettled in Scot- 
land under the aufpices of Malcolm Caenmore, and fled thi- 
ther from William the Norman’s. tyratiny arid oppreffion +. 
And as that country; even. in later ages, was always a fecure 
afylum to fuch of the Englith as thought themfelves injured 
by their own monarchs, it became the ufual place of their re- 
treat. From them many of the firft families now in Scot- 
land derive their origin ; whofe. example and influence could 
not fail to render the Engh language more _ generally 
adopted. 

« It ought alfo to be oeired, that it is very natural for 
an inferior kingdom to imitate the manners and language of 
a wealthier and more powerful neighbour : a circumftance ftill 
more to be expected, when both nations came to be governed 
by the fame king, who feldom vifited Scotland, and who would 
not offend the prejudices of. his new fubjests, by permitting 
any other language to be made ufe of at his court, than that 
of England. 

. * During the reign of James the Firft, the Scotch and Eng- 
lifh dialeéts, fo far as we can judge by comparing the language 
of the writers who flourifhed at that time, were not fo diffimi- — 
lar as they are at prefent. Time, however,: and commerce, 
joined to the efforts of many ingenious men, have fince intro- 
duced various alterations and improvements into the Englith 
language, which, from ignorance, inattention, or national 
prejudices, have not always penetrated into the north, But 
the time, it is hoped, will foon arrive, when a difference, fo ob- 
vious to the meaneft capacity, /hai/l [will] no longer exift between 
two countries by nature fo intimately conneéted. In garh, in 
manners, in government, we are the fame; and if the fame 
language were {poken on both fides of the Tweed, fome fmall 
diverfity in our laws and ecclefiaftical eftablifhments excepted, 
no ftriking mark of diftin&tion would remain between the fons 
of England and Caledonia.’ 

Scotch and Englifh phrafes. . 
€ Scotch. Yo want for a thing. 

‘ Englith. To be without any thing not defirable. 

‘ Ex. Though the plague raged in London, we wanted it 
(inftead of, we had it not, or we were without it) in Scot- 
land.’ 








_ F Verftegan’s Reftit, of decayed Intell, p.193, 195, and 196. 
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Dr. Beattie fays +, ‘ They never want the plague at Con 
ftantinople, is good Englifh.’ This is a miftake. An Eng- 
lifhman would talk ridiculoufly, were he to fpeak in this man- 
ner; orto fay, ‘I never want acold.’ He fhould rather fay,. 
: They are never free from the plague ;. and, Lam never free: 
from a cold, or never without.a cold.’ 

© To caufe a perfon to do any thing: 

* To make a perfon do any things : 

*'Uling canfe for make is a frequent and obnoxious: Scoti- 
ciim.” 

« He>behoved to do it. 

* It behoved him, he mu’ or was obliged, to do it. 

© There is no word that Scotch authors are more apt.to ufe 
improperly than the word debove, which is feldom made ufe 
of by Englith writers, except in very folemn ftyle ; ; and even 
tiem only imperfonally.’ 

He muft do it, in the foregoing paffage, is improper. This 
plirafe can only relate to the prefent time: behoved'and obliged 
relate to the paft.. ¢ It behoved him to do it,’ is equivalent 
to, ‘ it was his duty, or his bufinefs, todo it.’ 

* To notice. 

‘ To take notice, or to mention. _ 

* There is this difference, fays Mr. Elphinfton, between the 
Scotch and Englifh dialeé&ts; that in the former, to sofice, is. 
mifapplied for to take notice ; whereas in the latter, it only fig- 
nifies to give it.’ 

* Totak’ tent. 

* To take heed. 

‘ A ftory is told of an Englifh lady, who confulted a phy- 
fician from Scotland, and being defired by him to tak’ tent, 
underftood that tent wine was'‘prefcribed her, which the took 
accordingly.’— 

© To give one a bat. 

" To. make a bow to any one. 

© To give one a Hat, in the common diale& of Scotlands 
does not imply, making the prefent of a hat to a perfon, but 
only-pulling it off, as a mark of refpect and attention.’ 

© To caft out with a perfon. 

* To fall out with a perfon.’ 

The latter expreffion, we muft obferve, is a ie in: 
our language. 

. © To call for a perfon. 

* To call ona perfon, 
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“€'To call for, is to demand ; to callon, is tovifit. Thisdif- 
‘tinction ought to’ be attended to.’ 

© To be out of ome’s judgement. 

* To be out of one’s ‘fenfes. ! 

* The Scotch phrafe is furely preferable, becaufe a lunatic 
may have loft his‘judgment, and yet have ‘his fenfes in per- 
fe&tion. And if, in the Englith phrafe, it is faid, that the 
reafon or underftanding is meant, why is fenfes in the plu- 
ral ??— 

We can only fay, that this is an exceptionable exprefiion ; 
and that a correét writer would not make ufe of it. 

* To have hatred at a man. , 

* To have hatred to a man.’ 

The latter phrafe is as exceptionable as the former. 

‘ What's your will ? 

* What would you have? What do you want? or, What 
was you faying ? 

‘ There is no colloquial idiom more common with Scotch- 
men, or more difagreeable te the Englifh, than What's your 
will ?? 

Inftead of, « what was you faying our aathor fhould have 
written, * What «were you faying ;’ Yow ts always plural. 

« I have no fault to him. 

* I have no fault with him, or, to find with him.’ 

This is inaccurately exprefled. We fay, ‘1 find no fault 
with him.’ 

* He is ten years old next May. 

‘ He was nine years old laft May.? 

We may fay with‘equal propriety, * He-will be ten years old 
next ‘May. 

‘ I am the more impatient of pain, that I bave wreen: enjoyed 
good health. 

« I am the more impatient of pain, as, or'becaufe, I have 
hitherto enjoyed good health. 

‘ This is, properly f{peaking, a Gallicifm: another in- 
ftance of which occurs in the foHowing phrafe: < I expected 
to have feen you, as you faid yon were to be in town, and 

that (as, or becaufe) you promifed to call on me.’ 

Here our author fhould have faid, * I expeéted to fee you, &c.” 

‘ Though oxe foould meet with difappointments, be fhould never 
abandon himfelf to defpair. 

‘ Though one fhould meet with difappointments, one fhould 
never abandon one’s felf to defpair.’ 

This is not a Scotticifm, but an impropriety, which occurs 
in Englifh writers ; and the frequent repetition of the word 
eae is far from being elegant. For inftance: * Qne cannor 
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poffibly help being delighted with the admiration of the men 
Let one make what ufe of one’s reafon oxe will, one is ftill highly 
pleafed with it.’ Baker’s Remarks on. the. Englifh Language. 
Suppofing this to be the obfervation of a lady, the fhould ex- 
prefs.herfelf in this manner: ‘ We cannot poffibly help being 
delighted with the admiration of the men. Let us make 
what ufe. of our reafon we will, we hall ftill be highly pleafed 
with it. 

“« It is blooding. 

* It bleeds.’ 

' He has been dlooded, is a vulgaz phrafe, though frequently. 
made ufe of by Englifhmen. ‘The proper verb is dlced, bled, 
part. dled. c 

‘ Sore eyes. 

« Weak or tender eyes. 

¢ Gore eyes would imply their being fo very bad and dif- 
agreeable to look at, that polite people rather make ufe of the, 
words weak, or tender. And adding clean, as, a clean hhirt, 
and when a plate, knife, handkerchief, &c, is called for, is. 
reckoned indelicate, as it inipliesa dread, that a dirty plate, 

&c. might be brought. °Per/pire is alfo. generally made ufe by 
‘polite people for /weat, and certainly expreffes the fame idea 
jn a more delicate manner.’ 

« In place of. 

« Inftead of. 
« This is a Seotticifin often fallen into.’ 
“ The whole fpeeches. 

All the f{peeches. 

“* Yet the whole proceedings’ is good Englifh, on account 
of their forming one whole, the parts of which are naturally. 
telated to each other,’ 

The author fhould have faid, ‘ naturally relate to one.an- 
ether.’ Each other fhould ouly | be ufed, when we {peak of two 
one 

‘ A great-many company. . 

-* Much company; a great deal of company, oF a great many 
people.’. 1 ghee ) | . 
"© All our friends ial acquaintances. 7 

‘ € Albour, friends. and acquaintance, 
© Atileatt acquaintance is preferable.’ 

© A gentlemanny man. 

.« && getttlemanlike, or gentlemanly man.’ 

The latter of thefe words, though in Johnfon’s Didionary, 
is harfh-and vulgar... - » 
| e An old: wifes, ns oeaahy Sie i oe? 

* An ald bagmeie = gat 48 *; a wen ait . 
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“© Mean. . - | 

*« Means. 

‘ Ex. It will-be> the mean-(the means) of procuring fuch # 
thing. But care fhould be taken, as Dr. Johnfon well re- 
marks, not to:make ufe of meaxs with a pronoun fingular ; 3 an 
error which is’ often fallen into, even by good writers. Ex. 
“ He carried it through by thefe (and not by that) ‘means.’ 
Hence Mr. Hume has ungrammatically faid (Hift. vol. viii. 

. p. 65.) * Left. zhis means,’ for the/e means, * fhould fail.’ 

Unlef Several means were employed; it would be better on © 
.all occafions to ufe another aoak : as, Left this expedient, or 
this fcheme, fhould fail. | , . 

° I better had. ® 

* T had better.’ , 

The latter phrafe is.a folecifm. 

« He wrote me. 

« He wrote to me, or he wrote:me-a ‘etter.? 

‘ This day eight days. 

‘ This day fe’nnight. 

‘.The ancient Germans, we are informed by Tacitus, 

i counted their time by the number of nights,.and not of days; \ > 
andthe practice, except among the French: and ‘Scots,: has al- 
ways been general among northern nations; probably in ‘con=" 
fequence of the’ fhortnefs of their days in: the winter feafon, 
‘compared with the. greater length and duration of the night: 
How the Scots came‘to be an exception can only be accounted! 
for by their connection with France, and their imitation of the 
Gallic idiom, Auit jours, ) 

‘- Scots. 

«- Scottifh, or Scotch. 

‘ Scots is the name of the nation ; but the proper adjeCtive 

is Scottifh, abbreviated into Scotch. When alone, in gene- 
ral, it fhould be written Scottifh; but perhaps Scotch, when 
joined with Englith for the fake of variety. Ex. * The Scottith 
language,’ but, * the Scotch and Englifh dialeés,’ 

© Scotch colleps. 

‘ Scotched collops. ) 

© Scotched collops'is not a dif: invented by the Scots,” i 
peculiar to Scotland, but derived from the ‘old Englifh verb, 

to fcotch, or.cut.? 

° Flefp. : . 

* Meat. 

‘ In the old Englith diale&, meat  fignified food in general. 

John xxi. 5. ‘But in modern Englifh it denotes flefh meat, or 
fiefh fit to eat... Meat is furely a more délicate word: to af ' 
than flefh, particularly at table.’ 

R 4 * A jigot 
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A jigot of mutton [gigot, Fr.] 

A leg of mutton. | 

Veal’s head and feet [veel, old Fr. now veau.] 
Calve’s head and feet. 

* Veal is the flefh of the animal killed for the table; and 
the Scots ufe that word as the French do veau, copying that 
fathionable nation in idioms, which they are obliged to make 
ufe of, from the poverty of their language. 

‘ The pannel [panneau, Fr. ] 

‘ The prifoner at the bar. 

¢ Prifoners are called pannels. in Scotland, from their be- 
ing inclofed in a pannel (panneau) or little fquare, when tried 


a a & 


a 


before a judge. And the jury is faid to be impannelled, when. 
they are fhut up by themfelves, until they give their verdict.’ - 


The author concludes with fome general .obfervations, and 


a caution to his countrymen,. when they wifh to acquire real - 
and genuine Englifh words and phrafes, to avoid fuch as are ei- ° 


ther provincial, vulgar, or cockney, 
Having mentioned fome provincial ohnalis, he fays : 


‘ Vulgar phrafes are equally exceptionable. ;For inftance, 


cutting a figure, for making a figures, prizes, for prices ; much 


lefs expenfes, for much lefs expence ; in all my born days, for fince 


J was born; quarten’s hour, for a quarter-of an bour, Se. 
. Cockney phrafes, a Scotchman is. very apt: to .get into 
when he makes his firft appearance in-London. And when he 


can eafily and fluently bring out, this bere thing, and that fe 


there thing, for this or that thing ; I knode, for I knew ; om it, 
for of it, as, I heard on it; grafs, for afparagus ; your’n and 
bis'n, for yours and bis, he cb le himfelf a complete Englith- 


man. It is a common obfervation, that.bad habits are more 
eafily, and. indeed are more generally acquired, than good 


ones, and experience proves the caieevatien to be true, ‘ame 
refpect to, language.’ 


Before we conclude. this article we hhall take the liberty to 


mention one or two {mall improprieties, which occur in the 
- author’s firft paragraph. 
: .* Grammatical difquifitions, he fays, are accounted of all 
‘ others the dulleft and moft infipid.’ As nothing can belong 
to a clafs, in which it is not included, the word others -is ab- 
_furd. We cannot fay, ‘ we are of all other men moft mifer- 
able :’, but, ‘ We are of all men moft miferable.’ : 

Speaking of a particular obfervation, he fays, ‘ It does hot 
apply to Scotchmeyn,—We, are forry to! find this phrafe fo fre- 


quently made ufe of by Englith writers. It would be much. 


 begter to fay, the ebfervation is pot applicable to Scotch- 


- gen. 
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Thefe extraéts, which we have taken almoft indifcrimi- 
mately, will be fufficient to give our readers a complete idea 
of this performance. It contains the largeft collection of 
Scotticifms, that has hitherto been offered to the public; and 
cannot fail of being particularly ufeful to thofe. young 
gentlemen, who come from the mountains of Caledonia te 
purfue their pleafures, or to make their fortune, in the 
capital. 





Difquifitions on feveral Subjects, Small 8vo. 33. Dodfley. 


T# HE ingenious author of thefe Difquifitions is well known 

in the republic of letters. His former produétions have 
been univerfally read, and generally admired. The fuperficial 
reader, the polite fcholar, the fcepti¢, and the free-thinker, 
have been delighted with the brilliancy of ‘his fentiments, the 
acutenefs of his obfervations, and the elegance of his ftyle. 
The ferious enquirer after truth, the firm believer, and ‘aa 
friend of Chriftianity, have likewife’ been extremely pleafed to 
fee a layman of diftinguifhed abilities, refuting the cavils and 
objections of deiftical writers, and zealoufly maintaining the 
caufe of natural and revealed religion. 

Some however, who are advocates for the ufe of teafon in 
all theological enquiries, and confider Chriftianity as a ra- 
tional fyftem, free from incomprehenfible doétrines and appa- 
rent abfurdities, have not been fatisfied with our author’s {pe- 
culations. Though they have had no doubts with regard to 
his fincerity, they have obferved, that he has taken his no- 
tions from antiquated and exploded fchemes of human in- 
vention, and mifreprefented the real doétrines of the Chriftian 
religion. 

In what refpe&ts thefe allegations may be true, we fhail 
have occafion to enquire, in the courfe of this article. 

The fubje& of our author’s firft Difquifition is that wonder- 
ful chain of beings, with which this terreftrial globe is fur- 
nifhed, rifing above each other, from the fenfelefs clod, to the 
brighteft genius of human kind. 

: Though the chain itfelf, he obferves, is fufficiently vi- 
fible, the links, which compofe it, are fo minute, and {9 
finely wrought, that they are imperceptible to our eyes. 

‘ Solidity, extenfion, and grayity, the qualities of mere 
matter, being united with the loweft degree of vegetation, 
compofe a ftone ; from whence this vegetative power, afcend- 
ing through an infinite variety of herbs, flowers, plants and 
trees, to its greatef perfection in the fenfitive plant, joins there 

| the 
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the foweft ‘degree of animal life in the fhell-fifh, which ad-~ 
heres to the rock ; and it is difficult to diftinguifh which pof 
feffes the greateft fase; as the one fhews it only: by fhrinking 
from the finger,’ and the other by opening to receive the wa~ 
ter, which furrounds it. In the fame manner this animal life 
wifes from this low beginning im the fhell-fith, ‘through innu-; 
merabie {pecies of infects, fifhes,: birds, and-beafts,- to the 
confines of reafon, where, in the dog, the monkey, and chim- 
panze it unites fo clofely with the loweft degree of that qua- 
lity in man, that they cannot. “ealily | be diftinguifhed’ from each 
other. From this. lowef dégree in the brutal Hottentot, rea- 
fon, with the affiftance of learning and fcience, advances, 
through the. various ftages, of human. underftanding, which 
rife above each other, ’till in a Bacon or a Newton it attains 
the fummit.’ ; | 

In-this paflage the author obferves, that it is difficult to 
fay, which poffeffes the greater fhare of animal: life, the fen- 
fitive plant or the fhell-fifh. Here, we apprehend, there is 
no difficulty. The fiefhy fubftance and the organized body 
of the fhell-fith conftitute a very perceptible diftinétion., The 


‘common name of the mimofa (or the fenfitive plant) it is true, 


is generally fuppofed to imply. fome. kind of fenfation, or. ap- 
pearance of animal life. But this is a vulgar error. ‘The plant 
pofteffes a confiderable fhare of that eleStrical fire, with which 
every thing is more or lefs impregnated. A touch . difperfes 
this fluid, and reduces the plant to a ftate of flaccidity. Elec- 
trify a willow, and it will erect its leaves 3 in a wonderful man- 
nner: but a touch inftantly reduces it to its former ftate. We 
have no reafon therefore’ to fuppofe, that the fenfitive plant 
‘makes a nearer approach to animal life than, the crocus, 
‘which expands in the fun, or the ivy, which embraces the 
oak. The link, in the great chain of beings, - -which.connetts 
vegetable and animal life, is probably fome fpecies, of the po- 


_dlypus ; ‘or fome zoophyton. not yet difcovered. 


The fecond chapter is, in general, an excellent differtation 

“ on cruelty to inferior animals.’ Yet herethe author has ad- 

vanced an‘ hypothefis, which is not fupported by the leaft de- 
gree_of probability. 

~ © As we fee, fays he, that the lives and happinefs of thofe 

‘creatures, which are below us, are dependent on our wills, 


we may reafonably conclude, that our Jives and happinefs. are - 


equally dependent on the wills of thofe above us.’ 
+. We fee no reafon, we muft ‘confefs, for fuch a conclufion. 


“Man ‘flayghters the ox, hunts the ftag, fhoots the hare, baits _ 
“the bull, ides his horfe, hangs his cog, and drowns his kit- 


tens. But’ by which of thefe operations do faperior beings 
i vs take 
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take away. the. lives, or difturb the happinefs of mankind? 

How ‘is it poflible to conceive any fuch cruelty exerted? or 
what ufe or motive can be affigned for i it, in the nature and rea- 
fon of things? 

‘Among other obfervations on. the cruelty of mankind to- 
wards the animal creation, he tells us, * that as man cannot 
be taught by example, nor led to it by ‘temptation, nor prompt- 
ed to it by intereft, it muft be derived from his native con- 
ftitution ; and is a remarkable confirmation of what revelation 
fo frequently inculcates, that he brings into . the world with 
him an original depravity, the effects of 2 a fallen and dege- 
nerate ftate.’ 

’ This dark and gloomy reprefentation of nature, we pre- 
fume, is utterly falfe and groundlefs. We appeal to the au- 
thor himfelf. Does he perceive this propenfity to evil, this 
depravity in his foul? Does he not rather find, that cruelty 
is a violation of his natural efeelings, and humanity the cha- 
racteriftic of his nature ?—-The general bias of mankind, where 
nature is not corrupted by evil examples or évil habits, is in- 
clined to mutual aéts of tendernefs, pity, and endearment. 
Every unprejudiced mind admires and applauds thofe actions, 
which flow from benevolence and generofity. And the ‘ moft 
exquifite pleafures are thofe, which arife from a confcioufnefs 
of having aéted in conformity to kind and good affections, the 
amiable fenfations of the heart, ‘Thefe principles, which, we 
are perfuaded, are not uncommon, are utterly inconfiftent 
with the doétrine of an origlnal depravity. 

But this doétrine, we are told, is confirmed by {cripture. 

' ‘The author, we fuppofe, alludes to thefe words of St. Paul, 
* We were by nature the children of wrath.’ Eph. ii. 3. But 
the apoftle cannot mean, that the nature which they brought 
into the world was liable to divirie wrath and condemnation, 
Such an affertion would have been blafphemy againft the 
great and good Author of our being, who is faid in {cripture. to 
have fafhioned us in the womb, to have made us upright, and 
in his own image *. 

The whole defign of the apoitle in the paflage above cited 
wds to convince the Ephefian converts, that in their heathen 
ftate, the ftate in which they were born and educated, they 
had been led away by the corrupt principles and cuftoms of 
the world, and were juftly expofed to the difpleafure of God. 





* Job xxxi. 15. Eccl. vii. 29.—* Whofo fheddeth man’s blood, 
by man fhall his blood be fhed: for in the image of God made he 
man.’ Gen.ix, 6 This is faid of man in general, long after the 
fall of Adam. 

That 
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That the apoftle alludes to their actual tranfgreffions, sad 
mot to their natural conftitution, is evident from this exhort- 


ation in the fame epiftie. ‘ This I fay, that ye henceforth. 


walk not, as other gentiles walk, in the vanity, of their.mind, 
having the underitanding darkened, being alienated from the 


life of God.’ ch. iv. 1 7, 18: If the nature of thefe new con-- 


verts to Chriftianity had been originally depraved, this ex- 
hortation would have been ineffectual and abfurd, 

The truth is, the apoftle is fo far from le the na- 
tural faculties of the human mind, that he fpeaks of them 
with the higheft refpeét: ‘ When the poh fays he, do 
_ by mature the things contained in the law, they thew the work 
of the law written in their bearts *.? That is, from -the con- 
dud of many vistuous heathens it is evident, that the prin- 
ciples and maxims of moral righteoufnefs are engraved upon 
the natural faculties, and interwoven into the very frame and 
conftitution of the-human mind, 

But our author, we will fuppofe, does not mean to throw 
any refleGtions on the workmanship or the gift of our Creator, 
bution man himfelf:” For in his third difauiition, he main- 

tains, ‘:that this world could be defigned for, nothing more 
he a prifon, in which we are a while confined, to receive 
punifhment for ‘the offences committed in 2 former, and. an 
opportunity of preparing” ourfelves for the enjoyment of hap- 
pinefs, in a future life.’ 

Here one would imagine’the author is not ferious. For.the 
doétiine of a pre-exiftent {tate is the wildeft of all fuppofitions. 
Though he introduces it, as it feems, to account for the per- 
miflion'of-natural’and moral evil, with all their confequences 
in the prefent world, it can account for nothing, nor, folve 
any one difficulty i in either, ‘but is a repetition of the old 


expladed-conceit of the elephant and the tortoife, ferving only 


to remove thofe difficulties out of fight, to fet them ata greater 
diftancey. and, to build” one abfurdity upon. another... The 
whole idea of it is fafficiently refuted by this fingle obferv-. 
ationy that-fychan imaginary ftate can have no kind of mo-, 
ral import, or interefting relation to us, We neither know 
nor can know any thing that was done in it, . Tt never did 
nor can make any real part of our CONSCIOUSNESS 5 ;,and there- 


fore can have no more fhare in our merit or demerit, than if | 


any other fubftance Gr rational ‘being were fubftituted in our 
room, .and’ fuppofed to have contracted guilt in that flate, 
fo as to » Bepante a proper sli ‘of ‘punifhment. This notion 
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Difquifitions on feveral SubjeBs. 253 
therefore is founded on the groffeft ignorance of what alone 
conftitutes per/onal identity. » 

The paflages of fcripture, which he produces of this oc- 
cafion, are fuch as have been ufually, though injudicioufly, . 
applied to the fall of Adam. But, with a peculiar dexterity, 
he extends their application to another lapfe, in fome un- 
known region, and at feme indeterminate period, in a Rate 
of pre-exiftence. 

The fubje&t of his fourth difquifition is.‘ the nature of time.” 

* Time, fays he, abftraéted from the thoughts, a@ions, and 
motions, which pafs in it, is a¢tually nothing. It is only the 
mode in which fome created beings ate ordained to exit, but 
in itfelf has really no exiftence at all.’ 

Time, it is certain, is no more than the orderly fuccefitoti 
of ideas; and our notion of it is derived from reflecting on 
that facceffion : confequently, as being an abfra& idea, it 
can have no‘proper ideatum, or fubjeét out of the mind. 

In the courfe of this enquiry the author adyances feveral cu- 
rious paradoxes, ‘among which are the following : 

‘ If time has itfelf no exiftence, it can never put an end 
to the exiftence of any thing elfe : and this feems no incontlu-' 
five argument for the immortality of the foul.’ 

This argument would be equally. conclufive for the immor- 
tality of any other “being. 

‘ What has no end, he fays, could have no beginning 5 5 be- 
caufe both are equally inconfiftent with eternity.’— 

If the foul therefore is immortal, it muft have heen eternal 
a parte ante, and confequently muft have been coeternal with 
the Deity : whieh’ pofition.too bold and arrogant for ha- 
man creatures to maintain. 

‘ It has been frequently aked, why God created the uni- 
verfe at the time, in which he did create’ it, and why he fuf- 
fered millions of ages to pafs away before the commence~ 
ment of fo glorious a work. To this it may be replied with 
equal concifenefs and truth, that in faét no fuch ages ever 
‘did or could pafs before it was created. Nor was it created 
in any time at all; for neither the eflence nor the adtions “ 
God have the moft diftant relation to time,’ 

This is not a proper anfwer to the queftion, when it petates 
to the creation of the earth, or the folar fyftem. For if other. 
fyftems were created at different periads, prior to the creation 
of the earth and its appendages, the very idea of priority, or, - 
to ufe one of our author’s expreffions ‘ pre-exiftence;’ implies 
time and fucceflion. ee 

‘ All punifhments, continues our learned metaphyfician, 
muf be correfpondent to the ftate, in which they are fuffered . 
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in an eternal flate, they muft be eternal; in a temporal, they 


muft be temporal ; for it is equally. impofiible, that a being 
can be’ punithed for.a time; where no time is, as that it fhould 


_ be punithed everlaftingly in-a ftate, which itfelf cannot laft.’ » 


_ Here-our. author pleads for the. -eternity of future punith- 
ments,,.upon a principle, which, if admitted, would render it 
impoflible for even the Deity.to put a period to them: for, he 
fays, ‘ in an eternal ftate they muf? be eternal.’ 

The author proceeds : ‘ If, according to the foregoing. prin- 


. ciples, the foul.in. a feparate ftate bears no relation to time, 


then no event, in which it ias:there concerned, can be before 
or after another, either nearer or farther from any period, 
from death or judgement, from the creation or diffolution of 
this planetary fyftem : this: .we.fee. muft at. once put an end 
to, all difputes,on this fubje&, and render the ufe of foporifics 
entirely needle{s.’ 

In this, argument he takes i it for granted, that the human. 
foul, after its renovation and entrance on a future ftate, can 
have no fuch fueceffion in its ideas,. as it has here experienced. 
But this is.arguing a petitione principii. 

.. He feems however to: be: right.in a fon tisaent; which he 
had advanced before, that a. ftate. of “infenfibility brings the 
dates. of, death and judgement. together, or makes the one 


_fucceed the other immediately. Such a ftate, though he plea- 


fantly terms. it,’ ‘a foporific,’ is rendered highly probable by 
arguments .drawn;-from:the prefent courfe of nature’; and is 
every: where fuppofed in fcripture*: . * 

In the. fifth difquifition the anthor debclens ‘ the analogy 
between things reel and intellectual.’ 

The following fhort extnart will fhew ‘the fcope and tendency 
of this enquiry. 
_ © In the material caakl the conftant. circulation of the 
air, and: flux and -reflux,of the. tides preferve thofe elements 
from a-putrid ftagnation ; fo in the political, controverfies, civil 
and, religious; keep. up the fpirits of rational communities, 
and prevent:them from finking into: a ftate of-indolence and 
ignorance. But.if either exceed the bounds of moderation, 
their confequences gre extremely fatal ; the former producing 
ftorms ahd inundations, and the latter anarchy and confufion. 
Lord «Bacon obferves, that war. is to ftates: what exercife is to 
individuals:; 3 and in this they are extremely fimilar: a proper 
proportion may. contribute. to health and vigour, but too much 
emaciates and wears out a conftitution.’ 





- © See Appendix to the Theory of Religion, No. xiii. and xxviii. 
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.. The fabjedt of the fixth difquifition is ‘ rational .Chrif- 
tianity.” 

_ The author fets out with fome obfervations -and fatiricat 
reflections on thofe writers, who have undertaken. what he 
calls * the arduous tafk of reconciling revelation and reafon.” 

‘-Thefe people, he fays,. have reduced Chriftianity to a 
mere fyftem of ethics, and retain no part of it, but the 
moral ; which if fa& is no charatteriftic part of it at all.’ 

We thall not pretend to vindicate the attempts of thofe, 
“who have converted Chriftianity into Deifm :’ but we muft ob- 
ferve, that the morality, which our author feems todepreciate, 
was the fum and fubftance, the fcope and tendency, of all our 
Saviour’s difcourfes. 

« Yet this, he fays, is no charaéteriftic part of it at all, as 

it makes, shéugh in a manner le/s perfeét [a very material dif- 
tinction] a part of every religion which appeared in the world... 
« If Chriftianity is to be learned out of the. New Teftanent . 
and words have any meaning affixed to them, the fundamental 
principles of it are thefe: that mankind come into this world 
in a depraved.-and fallen- condition ; that.they are: placed 
here for a while, to give them an opportunity to work out 
their falvation, that is, by a virtuous and pious life to purge 
of this guilt and depravity, and recover their loft. ftate of 
happinefs and innocence, in a future life; that this they are 
unable to perform, without the grace and afflifiance of God ; 
and that, after,-their beft. endeavours, they cannot ‘hope he 
pardon from their own merits, but only from the merits of 
Chrift, and the atonement made for their tranfgreflions by his. 
fufferings and death. This is clearly the fum and fubftance 
of the Chriftian difpenfation ; and fo adverfe is it to all the 
principles of human reafon, that if brought before her tri-, 
bunal, it muft inevitably be condemned.’ 

Is this the voice of a friend or of an enemy, the obfeceation 
of a Proteftant, or of:a member of the church of Rome, plead- 
ing for an implicit faith in myfteries, which have no exiltence 
in the fcriptures ? Chriftianity difdains to thrink,and.tremble,. 
like a-criminal, under any inquifition. She demands,an’ au- 
dience at the’ tribunal. of reafon. . And ,our Saviour himfelf 
appealed to the reafon and underftandings of men. .*° Why, 
even of yourfelves, fays he, judge ye not what is right.+?’ .He, 
does not attempt to infinuate, that their intellectual faculties 
were weak and depraved, or incapable of difcovering the,truth- 
But he charges them with want of attention, and.a adit de- 
gree of reflection, : 





+ Luke xii. 57. 
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‘When he told his difciples, that after his departure, many 
impoitors would appear, who would feverally pretend to bé 
the J Mefiiah, he advifed them to examine their pretenfions with 
prudence and circumfpection : * T ake heed, that no man de= 
ceive you *.’ 

When tie admonifhed them to ‘ bewaié of the leaven of the 
Pharifees, and of the leaven of Herod +,’ megning their cor- 
rupt and vicious doétrines, and they mifunderftood his mean- 


‘mg, he reproved them for their grofs and carnal notions : 


© How is it, fays he, that ye do not underftand ?” 

In the fame manner St. Paul exhorts us to confider, to 
fearch, anid to examine every thing.: ‘ Brethren, fays he, be 
not children in underftanding ; howbeit, in malice be ye chil- 


. dren ; but in underftanding be men f.’’ A plain proof, that 


hie confiders the religion of Chrift as a reafonable fervice, what- 
ever rules it lays down, and whatever obedience or faith it re- 
quires. Otherwife 2 manly underftanding will be of no fer- 
vice ; the cultivation of its powers will be entirely ufelefs in 
eur religious concerns. 

St. John inculcates the fame doétrine:: ‘ Beloved, fays he, 
believe not every {pirit, but try the {pirits, whether they be 
of God §.’ That is, do not believe every enthufiaft, every 
pretender to infpiration ; but examine their titles and. preten- 
fions, their charaéters and converfation, and the nature and 
tendency of theirs doctrine.—And indeed, without fuch 2 pro- 
cedure, all religion would be as ufelefs to us, asit is to the horfe 
and mule, whick have no underftanding. Without the exer- 
cife of reafon, we fhould not be able to diftinguifh the Gofpel 
from the Shafter, the truth of God from the fiction of men, 
the infpiration of an apoftle from the dream of an enthufiaft, 


-or a dogtrine of Chriftianity from unintelligible jargon. 


It is not fufficient to fay, we have received a revelation 
from*heaven, and-ought to believétit. For, inthis cafe, we 


_ are not toreft in an idle and implicit faith, and admit every 


ical chimera, which our forefathers have pretended to 
deduce from the {criptures. The moft important part of our 
duty is yet unperformed. It is incumbent upon us to fearch 
the feriptures, and enquire,’ whether thefe dottrines are true 
or falfe ; whether they are the genuine diGtates of the gofpel, 
or the errors and mifinterpretations of men. 
The firft. principle of Chriftianity, according to our author’s 
plan, is the doétrine of an original depravity, which, we will. 
venture to affirm, has no foundation in reafon or revelation. 


— * 
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® Mat. xxiv. 4. 4-Maf: viii. 15, 22. | t 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 
§ # Joho iv. +. | 
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The fecond, which reprefents this life. as aftate of j pargation, 
intended to eleanfe us from the impurities contraéted ‘in a for- 
mer, is an arbitrary and chimerical hypothefis. The third, 
relating to the moral impotency. of man, is a notion, hich, 
in the Caleinitiic fenfe, is inconfiftent with the idea of a ra- 
tional agent, and deftitute of any foundation in the New Tef:- 
tament. . The fourth,’ concerning ‘the doctrine of atonement, 
as it-is likewife exhibited in. the Calviniftic fcheme, is grofely 
perverted. When this ‘writer therefore afferts, that thefe doc- 
trines are repugnant to: the ‘principles of human reafon, we 
will venture:to add, that they are, exactly in the fame pro- 
portion, repugnant to divine revelation. | 

The author proceeds in this mariner: * If we give no credit 
to its dwiné authority, any attempt to reconcile them [that is, 
revelation and reafon] is ufelefs'; and, if we-believe it,” pre- 
fumptuous in the higheft degree. To prove the reafonablenefs 
of a revelation is, in faét,-to deftroy it; becanfe a revelation 
implies information of fomething, which reafon cannot.dif- 
«cover; and therefore muft be different from its dedu€tions, or 
it would -be-no revelation. If-Ged had told us, that we come 
4nto. this world in aftate of perfect innocence, Void of all pro- 
penfities to:evil, that onrdepravity proceeds entirely. from the 
abufe, of that free-will, with whichthe hasbeen pleafed to en- 
due.us; thataf in this'life «ve purfue‘a virtuows: Condu@, we 
. have a right’te be: rewarded:;-and if :a -vicieus, we may ex- 

pett to. be: punifhed «im: another}! except: we prevent it by re- 
_pentance: and reformation; and) that thefeare always in our 
own power gexif God had: informed ais of nothing more, this 
_would have been no ‘revelation, becaufe it is jolt what our rea- 
{on,. properly employed, might have taught ns.” 

Here we beg: leave ‘to inmterpofe; atid - “anhh, chat: thefe are 
in reality the very principles of the gofpel.*- 

Our Saviour himfelf*gave a mot: rerhiedeabte sicReOn to 
the-relitude of nature, when,: {peaking of youtig*children, 
he ufed- thefe emphatical. words, “Of faehis ‘the> kingdom of 
heaven *.’ PP an2Kh tw dituadts 290882 

Thata wictigome conduct will exttatte as to-fattire: happiness, 
is as cleafly‘afferted, as- human “language cant adimit, by tn- 
-queftionable authority +. “aif thou-wilr‘enter into life, ) Keep’ the 
commandments b or a 

Uf this»is mot fufiicient, : letthe: followiig paflages be con- 
fidered :»*' He. will render to’ every man-according to his.deeds : 
to them, who. by patient continuance in well doing, feek for 
glory and honour and pune ee $ eternal life. ‘Tribulation 
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and anguifh upon every foul of man, that doth evil: buf 
glory, honour, and peace, to every man, that worketh good *. 
We mufi all appeartbefore the judgment-feat of Chrift, that 
every one may receive the things done-in his body, according 
to what be hath dome, whether good or bad +,’ _ ci 

In thefe paffages there is not the Jeaft intimation, that man 
is naturally unable to work out his falvation, or that it de- 
pends on any thing but his own perfonal condné: he fhall 
receive, fays the apoftle, according to what ng hath done, 
whether good or bad, — es be ge 

Our author goes on; § But if he has thought proper, by 
fupernatural means, to affure us, that our fituation, our re- 


- lations, our,depravity, our merits, and our powers, are all 


of.a kind extremely different, from what, we imagine ; and 
that his difpenfations towards us are founded on principles, 
which ‘cannot be explained to us, becau ¢, in Our, prefent ftate, 
.We are unable to comprehend them ; “this is a, revelation, 
which we may believe, or not, according to our. opinion of 
its authority ;. but let,us. not reafon it into no. revelation 
at all. : | 


<The writers of the New Teftament frequently declare, that 


the religion, which they teach, is a myftery, that is, a reve- 
lation of the difpenfations, of God to mankind, which, with- 
“out fupernatural information, we, neyer could have difcovered ; 


> thus St, Panl fays, * Haying made known to us the. myttery 
_of his will.’ . What then is. this myftery ? not the moral pre- 
_ cepts of the gofpel ; for they°are.no_more a myftery, than the 


Ethits of Ariftotle,, oF fhe ABS Cicero ; the myftery con 
fifts alone in thefe very.doétrines, which the raliealit explodes, 
becaufe they difagree with the conclufions of his reafon ; that . 
is, becaufe they. are myfterigs, ‘as.they are. avowed . to, be by 


thofe;. who taught | 


-If our. author.had confulted the paflage, which he cites from 
: | at the myitery, which 

the apoftle-mentions,.does not mean any incomprehenfik € doc- 
tring, but only God’s.defign § to gather together in one, all 
things in Chrift ;’ that is, to call the Gentiles, -as well as ‘the 
Jews,..to be his. people, and partakeys of the benefits and pri- 
~vileges of the gofpel.t.. The very words themfelves might 
him ‘againft the fuppofition, that a, myftery 


confifts in any of thofe, doftrines,..which thet ‘rationalift ex- 


, 


plodes. For the myfery is' reprefented as * made known, 
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t See alfo Ephef. iii. 3, 6. where the myftery is thus explained s 
* That the Gentiles fhould be fellow-heirs with the Jews," 
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and confequently could be no abftrufe, irrational doétrine, or 
fuch a one’ as he fays, * difagrees: with the conclufions of 
reafon.’ 

It is extremely weak and inconfiderate in Proteftants, to 
talk of the myiteries of Chriffianity, | as if they were RO 

ontrary te reafon, or not td be reconciled to, nc ay ie. 
Shieh has no fuch myferies. “When the Deitts f 

it in this manner, they mean to infinuate, that our ek : 
‘abfurd; and when Papifts ufe this argument with ‘Pro- 
téftants, it 38 j merely to bring them over to the rene: ab, 
fardities. 

The word ‘nyfery in the New Teftament means no 
ore than a fecret, which is perfeétly i intelligible, after it is 
divalged. Several ali in the Chriftian difpenfation 
were not to be conceived by thofe who lived in former ages ; 
and thefe things, with reference to them, are called myfteries. 
But after the propagation of the pofpel they are faid to be 
eevealed, made known, made manifest, and _ under rood *. ¢ And 
‘it is “obfervable, that this term is never ufed in the New 
Teftament to fignify any ‘f{ubje improper for our invefti- 
gation, or above our comprehenfion, except in Rev, xvii. 5. 
Whe it is faid to be inferibed om the forehead of the Scarlet 

ore. 

The credibility of divine revelation depends on its being 
perfectly underftood. if we could believe what is contrary to 
fenfe and reafon, it would be impofible to’ prove the truth of 
Chriftianity; it would no lenger deferve the name of reve 
dation ; it would be of no ufe to zead or to ftudy the fcrip- 
tures ; we might as well re# contented in our native ignorance, 
and cry. out with a ridiculous ftupidity : ‘ Prorfas credibile 

‘ef, quia ineptum eft; & certum eft, quia impofibile +!’ ~ 

Our author feems to have had the misfortune to derive his 
notions of Chriftianity, from the fy tems of fome Calviniftic 
writers, or the docaments of fome of its weakeft. advocates 4 
by which ‘means he converts a plain atid rational revelation 
into a dark and i intricate fcheme, unworthy of God, inexpli- 
cable by’ man, and calculated only to ferve the purpdfés’ of 
craft and fpiriteal ufarpation. | 

“ Difquifition Vil. ‘s ‘On government and ciel liberty.” 

Here the reader emerges, like a man coming out of a cave, 
from darknefs to ‘light ; and i is prefented with fdme. rational 
obfervations.—But we fhall referve the confideration of. this 
eflsy and the next, which i is the laf, for another Review. 


6 phe iii. s. vi, 36- Colof is 26. ¢ Tertul. de Carne Cheifti, § v» 
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Sermons om various Subiedis, By Fob Dupe ; M. A... 8x0. Ges 
| Cadell. 


——- ~ ’ 


We: are not informed where thefe difedurfes were preached. 

By the fubjects, and the general tenor of the author’s 
obfervations, we are led to fuppofe, that they were calculated, 
for a common congregation ; and yet we frequently meet with, 
a brilliancy of language, which inclines us to'think, that they 
were either written for a fuperior audience, or Originally in- 
tended for publication. 

The points, on which the preacher difcourtes, are the ef. 
fential Duties of Religion fpecified by the prophet Micah, 
ch. vi. 8. the irretrievable Lofs of the. Soul; the Chriftian 
Life a progreflive State, Gratitude towards God, ‘Religion no 
Enemy to innocent Enjoyments, God the only Object of Fear, 
the Golpel preached ‘to the Poor, the Law given by Moles, 
but “Grace and Truth by Jefus Chrift, Réligion a fufficient 
Confolation under the greateit Calamities, the Day of Judge- 
ment, the Duty of immediate Repentance, 4 Seriion on the 
General Fatt in 1781, and Reflections” on the Parable of the 
unmeérciful Servant. ~° ° 

The ‘following extra from the third difcourfe ‘exhibits 3 
live prota uit Adefcription of the fuperiicial religion of the 

t' age. 


“© We’ live at a period. of. time, when human fcience has ar- 
rived to.a degree of perfection unknown to former ages. Philo; 
Tophy, wi a, gradual and painful invettigation, has made afto- 
ding ifpoveries in the works of nature. The. politer parts of 
ene are daily cultivated with affiduous ‘and fuccefsful efforts. 
The ufeful and ornamental arts are continuallyimproving. Meri 
are not difcouraged at the pains which attend laborious réfearches) 
nor ‘ftattled at the difficulues’ which are feattered iv all the paths 
of learning. Animated»by the love of riches or of glory, they 
ftrain every nerve, and é¢mploy every talent to gain a name, or 
build’a fortune by a fuperior difplay of genius, But amidé all 


this ' thirft after knowledge, there is one feience, and that 


infinitely the moft. important, the fcience of. acting up ta. our 


- Chriflian profeffion, the fcience of living well, which is mifer - 


ably neglected. Asa plant, whofe juices are falutary. to life, i is 
thrown afide, and fuffered to wither, becaufe its healing virtues 
aré‘not tated. Volumes of commentaries, and a library ‘of fer- 
mons, containing elegant fpeculations on piety, and jutt obferv- 
ations ‘on moral goodnefs, have been proditced ;—bnot, alas! here 
is the utmoft bound of religion. We lightly perufe them with- 
our eyes: on the paper, but few of-us tranicribe them on the 
tablets of our hearts. The generality of men have juft heard-that - - 
there is a gofpel, a or of grace; or perhaps have apumae 
us 
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fuperficial knowlege of. that great.revelation ; but few,. very few 
have felt its energetic and. tioid operations ; few have felt that. 
word of God, which is.quick and powerful, and fharper than an 
two-edged (word, piercing even to the.dividing afunder of foul 
and {pirit, and of the joints‘and marrow, and is a difcerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. The religion of this age 
is merely fpéculative. Men, as the Levite in the flory of the 
unfortunate traveller; come and look at the gofpel, and'pafs by 
on the other fide. ; 

« Here it may be faid, and it has beén faid, that beneficence 
to the poor, to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry,, is one 
of the moft effential diftinctions, is .infifted npon with peculiar 
émphafis as thé teft of a real Chriftian. And if fo, the religion 
of the prefent age can with no fhadow of reafon be called fpecu- 
lative, when the various monuments of public charities, actually 
exifting, are confidered. This is rather a fpecious than a cen- 
Vincing argument. Waritonly to fuppofe that charitable deeds 
have their original in unworthy motives, were a great injuttice, 
and much unbecoming the philanthropic character. But the 
' folly and weaknefs of our nature is not unknown : it too often 
happetis that oftentatious vanity is the fwelling parent of this 
branch of Chriftian benevolence. Admit, however, the principle 
from which it. is derived to be pure and difinterefted,. will de- 
ference to one particular precept, atone for the contempt of others, 
and perhaps for a life of vice-and diffipation ? : : 

¢ Thus we return to the former,obfervation, that religion; as 
it is exhibited in our.day, is more an aérial fhadow than_a folid 
fubitance, more ceremonial- than’ praétical; having the form .of 
godlinefs, but denying the power thereof. Go to any congre- — 
gation, met togethér to adore; and elevate the hymiti of praife 
and gratitude to their almighty and. beneficent'Creatot. Where 
is that humility; which becomes mortal creatutes, united to im- 
plore the mercy of their God ;. where is that earneftnefs in prayer, 
that fervour of piety which difenyages the foul from -its' grofs 
attachments to the body, and. lifts it on feraphic wings to hea- 
ven? Not to be found, alas! in thefe affemblies. A light’ fans 
taftic form of unconcern, or a frigid ftupidity, take place of a 
holy, glowing,. and devotional {pirit.’ 


By this.extra& the reader will perceive, that our author is 

a lively and ingenious writer, and an advocate for rational 
iety. cae 

; With refpe& howéver to accuracy of compofition, the‘ pro- 

priety of the allufions, the management of the metaphors, &c. 

there are fome little faults.in’ thefe difcourfes; which, for the 

author’s.confideration, we bég leave to’point out. 

‘ The-artificer, hé fays, gives a beautiful glofs to the outward 
part of the marble, while it remains untouched «within, and 
rough as before,’ p. 49. 

| S 3 oF Thefe 
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: Tbéfe words | can only mean, that the interior fubltance of 
tlie marble is Yough and unpolifhed. " But we can have no 
idea of fuch an interior roug nefs, or of the pofibility of its 
receiving the polith of the artitt. Perhaps the author means, 
that the he fide of the marble, which. is concealed, is rough and 
ynpo d, This may be true; $ but it is a fenfe, which his 
words do not imply. 


‘ Asa trec, whofe wide fp readin ughs afford fhelter’ to 
plantsof feeblet growth, his liberal fey diffufes happihefs 4 to 
the miferable.’ p. 10. 


This. fimile would have been: more properly pa to an 
uncharitable man, than to a liberal one: for a large tree, is 
injurious to the inferior fhrubs and plants, which grow near it. 


© ‘The admonitions of confcience are either hufbed for a feafon, 

er fall on the heart of many, like a ball rebounding from a 

hard furtace ; ‘and the light of the ‘gofpel is buried im the clouits of 
haman vice,” P 22. 


Thele images, of admonitions bufoed and rebounding, and 
light, buried in the clouds, are inconfiftent, of at leaft af- 
fected, 

.* God grant—that under the influence of .relizion, you may 
bloom like flowers, dreffed by the hand of the ékilfui “arti in a 
well-planted gardea ; and that when thé ftorm of death thall blatt 
the tender leaves, ye may be teanfplanted io adorn the courts of 
the living | God.’ p. 38 

This comparifon is fomething like that of a tai teal 
writer, who prayed, that his fay might grow up as 
young plants, ‘and become. timber, “fit ns be fawn out 
Pe boards, to wainfcot the —- of the New Jeru- 

em. 


fy ‘Having rooted out each pruriént weed" of vice, and finfel 
sy oration of folly, the good feed will grow abundantly, and ex- 
d into a rich and‘ copious harveft. p. qr.” 


It is not eafy to conceive what is meant by a prurient weed ¢ 


nor have we any notion of good feed being checked i in its growth. 
by ¢ the sixfe/ decorations of folly.’ 


‘ The voice of God was often, heard. in. the twilight of the 
evening, or walked on the breeze af the, morning. .. Peace, like a 
. dove, fat broeding on the face-of the earth,’. p. 110. “s 
_. The exprefion of © a voice- walking on thesbreeze’ ishandly 

allowable in’ poetiy; ’ ‘much lefs “in: oie and the am’ge. of 

‘ peate,! brooding likea cones ‘corveys — — 
idea. 
“if 
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€ Tf thine be one of thofe rapid, diftempers, which cut the- 

thread of life afunder, and conduct us to the tomb with little 

Watning, while the lamp fill, ‘glimmeérs in the fockét, and the 

blood {till circulates to thy heart, Humble thyfelf under the mighty 
hand of God.’ p. 160. © ie 

Here we have & rapid diftemper cutting the thread of life, 
and conduéting @ man to the tomb, while he is yet alive; and 
that life, which was compared to a thread, is immediately 
confidered as a lamp glimmering in the focket. | 
‘ The feeds of paffion are foon blown into rage and vehemtetice,* 
P+ 249- : 

_ Writers talk eternally of fowing the feeds of virtue,. and the 
feeds of vice ; but wedo not récolle&, that we have ever be- 
fore heard of feeds blown into a rage. 

Thefe are the faults of a young writét, who has fuffered 
himfelf to be dazzled by fplendid images. But hereafter, 
We .make no doubt, his good fenfe will fhew him the ab- 
furdity of that glittering ftyle, in which nature and propriety 
. are totally difregarded, while the author is in purfum of »me- 

taphors and fimules. 3 





| Listers from an Amerivan Farmer 5 ‘deferibing tertdin provincial 

. Situations, Manners; ‘and Cuftoms, not generally known; and © 
conveying fome Idea of the late and prefent Yuterior Circumftances 
of the ‘Britifo Colonies tn North America. By F. HeHor ‘St. 
Sfobu, a Farmer in Pennfylvania. 800. 6s. “Ti Davies, 


w 


HESE Letters, however unfuitable they may appear. to the 
4. -general charaer of an American, or indeed of any. other, 
.fatmer, are affirmed in an advertifement to be the genuine 
production of the perfon whofe name they bear,. Mr. St. 


'¢ John, we are told, is one of thofe who have feverely felt the 





confequences of the rupture between the parent ftate and her 
colonies ; a rupture which muft haye gerne particularly griev- 
ous to one apparently endowed with fo much fenfibility as the 
writer of thele Letters, 
From the .firft Letter, which is introdu@tory, we find that 
the author, in order to avoid the imputation of an injudicious 
choice of. fubjeéts, ftipulated that thefe fhould be left entirely 
to the direftion Of his ‘correfpéndent; to whom alone, there- 
fore, if they fiould not all be thought. interefting by every 
reader, muft entirely be afcribed the mifchoice. _ 
| The fecond Letter treats of the fituation, feelings, and plea- 
fares, of an American farmer; which are ftrongly delineated 
in defcribing the happinefs of domeftic life. 
7 | 645%. The 











a dofe of opium:every morning ; and fo deeply rooted is it, tha 
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The fubjeé of the third Letter is, ‘ What is an American ?* 
According to our author’s reprefentation, America is the. 
great afylum of the, poor of Europe; of all who could not 
find a competent fubfiftence in theiz, own country... An Ame- 
rican, therefore, is either a European emigrant, or the  de-. 
fcendant.of a European ; and hence that ftrange mixture, of 
blood, which is to be found in no other-country. Mr. St. | 


John informs his correfpondent, that he could point out to 


him a family, whofe grandfather was an Englifhman, whofe 
wife was Dutch, whofe fon married a French woman, and the 
four fons of the latter are married to women of different na- 
tions. Amidft inhabitants fo promifcuous, it might be ima- 
gined that the amor patrie, the love of their country, could — 
not be a very predominant paffion : but the people are attached 
to America by the powerful ties. of intereft- ‘They there ob- 
taim what they could not in the refpeétive countries of their 
anceftors.. On the cheapeft terms. they procure land, by the 
cultivation of which they may not only maintain themfelves 


and families, but rife ina few yearseven to fome degree of 
affluences:. . o 0 ) 


.© fortunatos nimium, fua fi bona norint, 
Agricolas ¢ 


The fourth Letter prefents us with a defcription’ of tha 
ifland of Nantucket, with the. manners, caftoms, policy, 
and trade of the inhabitants. ‘This ifland, of which a map 
is inferted in the volume, lies in Jatitude 41° 10’ a hun- 
dred miles north-eaft from Cape Cod,. and eighty miles north 
from Bofton. This fettlement, which is a fandy fpot, of 
about twenty-three thoufand acres, affording neither ftones nor 
timber, meadows, nor arable land; yet can boaft of a hand- 
fome towii, confifting of more than five hundred houfes; pof- - 
feffes above two hundred fail of veffels, conftantly employs up- 
wards of two thoufand feamen, feeds more than fifteen thou- 
fand fheep, five hundred cows, two hundred horfes ; and has 
feveral: inhabitants worth twenty thoufand pounds fterling. 

“The four fabfequent’ Letters are chiefly employed on the 
manners and cuftoms of this ifland, which is diftinguithed for 
the fimplicity, the induftry; and happinefs of the inha- 
bitants, — | | " 

© A fingular cuftom prevails here among the women, at which 
I was greatly furprifed ; and am -really at'a lofs how to account 
for the otiginal.caufe that has intreduced in this primitive fo- 
eiety fo remarkable a fafhion, or rather fo extraordinary a want. 
They have adopted thefe many years, the Afiatic cuftom of takin 


they 


. - 
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they would be at a lofs how to live without this indulgence; they 
would rather be deprived of ‘any neceflary than’ forego their fa- 
vourite luxury. ‘This is much more prevailing among the wo- 
men than the mén, few of ‘the latter having saughs the con- 
tagion ; though the fheriff, whom I ‘may call the firft perfon in 
the ifland, who is an eminent phyfician befide, and whom I had 
the pleafure of being well acquainted with, has for many years 
fubmitted to this cuftom. He takes three grains of it ever 
day after breakfaft, without the effects of which, he often told 
me, he was not able to tranfact any bufinefs.:-- ' 

‘ It is hard to conceive how a ‘people always happy and healthy, 
in confequence of the exercife and labour they undergo, never 
opprefled with the vapouts of idlenefs, yet fhould, want the fic- 
titious effects of opium to preferve that chearfulnefs to which’ 
their temperance, their climate, their happy fituation fo juftly 
entitle them. _ But where is the fociety perfectly free from error 
or folly ; the leaft imperfect is undoubtedly that where'the greateft 
good preponderates; ard agreeable to this rule, I can truly fay, 
that [ never’ was acquainted with a lefs vicious, or more harm- 
lefs one. vee 

‘ The majority of the prefent inhabitants are the defcendants: 
of the twenty-feven firft proprietors, who patenteed the ifland ;° 
ofthe reft ; many others have fince come over among them, 
chiefly from the Maflachufets: here are neither Scotch, Irifh, 
nor Frenck, as is the cafe in moft other fettlements ; they ‘are 
an unthixed Englih breed. ~The confequence of this extended 
connexion is, that they are all in fome degree related to éach 
other; you mutt not be furprifed therefore when I tell you, that 
they always call each other coufin, uncle, or aunt; which are be- 
come'fuch common appellations, that no other are made ufe of 
in their daily intercourfe: you would be deemied ftiff and af- 
fected were you to refufe conforming yourfelf to this ancient 
euftom, which truly depicts the image of a large family. The 


many who refide here that have not the leaft claim of relation- . 


fhip with any one in the town, yet by the power of cuftom make 
ufe of no other’ addrefs in their converfation. . Were you here’ 
yourfelf but a few days, you would be obliged to adopt the fame 
phrafeology, which is far from being difagreeable, as it implies a 
general acquaintance and friendfhip, which connects them all in 
unity and peace.’ 


The ninth Letter contains a defcription of Charles-town;. | 


with thoughts on flavery, and on phyfical evil. Here the au- 
thor delivers a pathetic account of the mifery of the negroe 
flaves. : 

¢ If negroes are permitted to become fathers, fays he, this fa- 
tal indulgence only tends to increafe their mifery : the poor com- 
panions of their fcanty pleafures are likewife the companions of 


their labours; and when at fome critical feafons they could with . 
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to fee plas relieved, with tears in their eyes they behold ‘then 
oubly opprefied, obliged to bear thé burden, of nature— 
a 4 45) es ee well as that of unabated. tafks. How many 
have-I poe curfing the ir ftible propenfity, and regretting, 
at by having tafted of, th e harmlefs joys, they had become 
authors, ay double mifery “ their wives. Like their mafters, 
hey are not permitted to partake of thofe ineffable _fenfations 
with which nature infpires the hearts of fathers and mothers ; they 
muft repel then all, and become callous and. paffive, This un- 
natural, ftate often ; occafions the moft acute, the moft pungent of 
| their afflictions; they have no time, like. us, tenderly to rear 
3 their helplefs aig, to nurfe them on their knees, to ) enjoy 
the: delight of being (parents. Their paternal fondnefs is em- 
bittered by. confidering, that. if their ‘children live, they muft 
Live to be ‘tgres like themfelves ; no time is allowed them to ex- 
ecife their pious office, the mothers muft faften them on their 
backs, and, with this double load, follow. their hufbands in the 
fields, where they t too often ‘hear no other found than that of the 
voice or whip of the tafk-mafter, and the cries of their infants, 
- broiling im the fun. Thefe-urifortunate. creatures cry and weep 
ke their parents, without a poffibilicy of relief ; the. very. in- 
. fin&t of the brute, fo laudable, fo.irrefiftible, runs counter here. 
ps gt matter’ s intereit ; and to that god, ali the laws of nature 
muft give way. . Thos ‘planters get rich ; fo raw, fo wnexpe- . 

rienced.am.I-in this mode of life, that were I to be poffeffed of 
aplantation,, and..my flaves treated as in getieral they are. here, 
never could I reft in peace; my fleep would be perpetually dif- 
turbed by a retrofpect of the frauds committed in Africa, it or- 

Sic to entrap them; frauds fur epee in erlormity every | thing 

ich a common mind can'poflibly conceive. I fhould be think 
ing.° of the barBarous treatment they ect with on fhip-board 5. of. 
uh, of the defpair neceffarily | infpired by theirditu- 
hen. when torii from their friends and relations; when-de- 
3 ieee into. the hands of a people. differently coloured, who 
y cannot underflahd; ¢arried_in a ftrange machine. over 
an, ever.a agitated element, which they had never feen before ; 
and final} y halvered over to the. feveritics of the whippers, and 
exceffive labours of the field, Can it be poffible that the 
ree of cuftom fhould ever make me deaf to all, thefe re- 
fleétions, and as infenfible to the injuftice of that trade, and:to 
their thiferies, as ‘the rich inhabitants df this town fédm fo be ? 
‘What then is man; this being ‘who “boxfts fo mitich GF ‘thie :éx- 
cellence arid. dignity of ‘his nature, among ‘that ‘varietyof un- 
fcrutable myfteries, of unfolveable problems, with which'the is 
we ge - The reafon why man has been ‘thus created, "isnot 
ing ! Its faid, I know that they, are much’ hap- 
, re yg An She We ft-Indies ; becaufe lind being cheaper 
: ae oe fat than 1 in thofe iflands, the fields allowed them 
ence from, ‘are in general more mae 
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The. mat ae flible chatice oF is alfévinbign tees én the. hu- 


gion of is ey Who, d ‘in th of flaves, learn 

for 3 he. example f ‘their p parents B deh ife them ; and feldom 
Sontag either trom eligi gion, or philofophy y, any ideas that tend 
to make their zen cate except fomé {trong native ten- 
dernefs of heart, fome rays eee anthropy, Overcome oo obdu- 
racy contraéted by habit.’ Mies 


The! tenth Letter treats ‘of {nakes, and of the huminin'g 
bird. ‘The author informs ws, that the fouthern provinces of 
America contain the greateft variety of alligators, fhakés, fer- 
‘pents, and {or} ions, from the fmalleft fize, ‘up to the pine 
el, the large f ; fpecies: Known in thofe parts. He tells ‘us 
that: there” are ‘only two, the fings of which are mortal. ‘Thefe 
are the rattle-f Oe ‘and the. copper-head, called alfo the pi- 
fot, on account of, its, preceding the former. For the poifon 
of the copper-head, no. remedy. has yet been difcovered. Ic 
lurks in rocks,mear, the water, and is extremely ative. Mr. 
Sti John ‘has‘heard: only:of one perfon who was ftung by 2 

pper-head ia that country. ‘The anfortunate man inftantly 
{welled in a dteadfal manner; ada number of {pots of -va- 
riows colotirs altérnatély appeared and vanifhed, on different 
parts of ‘his ‘body. Rage ‘filled his eyes, which darted the 
mott menacing lodks ‘on afl prefent. He thruit out his tongue 
as the {nakes ‘do3 ‘and he hiffed through his teeth With <in- 
Conceivable force. He furvived the fatal accident only two 
hours, ... 

The author. affirms that the, rattle-{nake. is extremely in 
attive, and; if not touched,: perfectly inoffenfive, He once 
faw a tamed one, which ‘took:te the water and {wam when- 
ever it Pleated ; ; and when the boys, to whom it belonged, 
éalled it back, their fummons was readily obeyed. dt had 
been deprived of its fangs. The author relates the following 
deplorable accident, ‘écafioned by “one of this’ {pecies fome 
years ago. 

OR Dutch farmer of the ‘Minifink 3 went to mowing, with his 
negroes, in his boots, a precaution ufed to prevent being tt g- 
Inadvertently he trod on a faake, which immediately flew at 
legs ; and as it drew back in. order to renew its Siow, one.of Re 
negroes cut it in two with his fcythe. They profecyted their: 
work, ahd returned home ;_at night. the omer pulled joff -his 
boots and went to bed ; and was foon after attacked with a ftrange 
ficknefs at ‘his. ftomach ; ‘he, {fwelled, and beforea p fician could 
be fent. for, died. The fudden death of. this man id not caufe 
inuch inquiry ; ‘the neighbourhood, wondered, as is ufugl in fuch 
cafes, and without ady farther examination the co corp ‘ple, was. bu- 
fied. “A few days after, the fon put on his father’s boots, and 
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went ta the meadow ; at night he pulled them off, went to beds 
and was artacked with the fame fymptoms about the, fame time, 
and died in the morning. little before he expired the dogor 
came, but was not able to affign what could, be the caufe of fo 
fingular a diforder ; however, rather than appear wholly at a lofs 
Before the country people, he pronounced both father and fon 
ta have been bewitched. Some weeks after, the widow fold all 
the moveables for the benefit of the younger children ; and the 
farm was leafed. One of the neighbours, who bought the boots, 
prefently put them on, and was attacked in the fame manner as 
the other two had been ; but this man’s. wife being alarmed by 
what had happened in the former family, difpatched. one of. her 
megroes for an eminent phyfician, who tortunately having heard 
fomething of the dreadful affair, guefled at the caufe, applied 
oil, &c. and recovered the man. ‘The boots which had been fo 
fatal, were then carefully examined ; and he found that the two 
fangs of the fnake had been left in the leather, after being 
wrenched out of their fockets by the ftrength with which the 


{make had drawn back its head. ‘The bladders which contained 


the poifon, and feveral of the fmall nerves were {till frefh, and 
adhered. to the boot. The unfortunate father and fon had been 
poifoned by pulling off thefe boots, in which action they im- 
perceptibly icratched their legs with the points of, the fangs, 
through the hollow of which, fome. of this aftonifhing pojfon was 
conveyed. You have no doubt heard of their rattles, if you have 
not feen them ; the only obfervation I wifh to make is, that the- 
rattling is loud and diitinét when they are angry ; and on the 
contrary, when pleafed, it founds like a diftant trepidation, in 
which nothing diitinét is heard. Inthe thick fettlements, they 
are now become very fcarce; for wherever they are met with, 
epen war is declared againft them; fo that in a few years there 
will be none left but on our mountains.” ' 


A battle between two fnakes being fo uncommon a fcene, 
and it being alfo related in fo lively a manner by the author 


of the Letters, we fhall lay before our readers his narrative on 
this. fubject. : : 


* As I was. one day fitting folitary and. penfive in my primi- . 
tive arbour, my attention was engaged by a ftrange fort of ruft- 
ling noife at fome paces diftance. T looked all around: without ° 
diftinguifhing any thing, until I climbed one of my great hemp 
ftalks ; when, to my aitonifhment, I beheld two fnakes of ‘con- 
fiderable length, the one purfuing the other with great celerity 
through a hemp ftubble field. The aggreffor was -of the black: 
kind, fix ‘feet long; the fugitive was a water fnake, nearly of 
equal dimenfions,. ‘They foon met, ‘and in the fury of their firft 


encounter, they appeared in an inftant firmly twifted togetlier ; 


and whilft their united tails beat the ground, they mutually tried 
with.open jaws to lacerate each other. What a fell afpect did” 
Dae ‘ . they 
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they prefent! their heads were compreffed to a very finall fize, 
their eyes flafhed fire; and after this conflict had lafted about five 
yoinutes, the fecond found means to difengage itfelf from the 
firft, and hurried toward the ditch. Its antaygoniit initandy af- 
fumed a new pofture, and half creeping and half erect, with a 
majeftic mein, overtook and attacked the other again, which 
placed itfelf in the fame attitude, and prepared to refift. The 
{cene was uncommon and beautiful ; for thus oppofed they fought 
with their jaws, biting each other with the utmoft rage ; but not~ 
- withflanding this appearance of mutual courage and fury, the 
water fnake {till feemed defirous of retreating towards the ditch, 
its natural element. This was no fooner perceived by the keen- 
eyed black one, than twifting its tail twice round aftalk of hemp, 
and'feizing ‘its adverfary by the throat, not. by means of its 
jaws, but by twifting its own neck twice round that of the water 
{nake, pulled it back from the ditch. To prevent a defeat the 
latter took hold likewife of a ftalk on the bank, and by the ac- 
guifition of that point of refiftance became a match for its fierce 
antagonilt. Strange was this to behold ;. two great {nakes ftrongly 
adhering to the ground, mutually faftened together by means of 
the writhings which lafhed them to each other, and itretched at 
their full length, they pulled but pulled in vain; and in the mo- 
ments of greateft exertions that part of their bodies which was 
entwined, feemed extremely {mall, while the reft appeared in- 
flated, ‘and‘now and then convulfed with ftrong undulations, ra- 
pidly following each other. ‘Their eyes feemed on fire, and 
ready toftart out of their heads; at one time the conflict feemed 
decided ; the water {nake. bent.itfelf into two great folds, and by 
that operation rendered the other more than commonly out- 
ftretched ; the next minute the new ftruggles of the black’ one 
gained an unexpected fuperiority, it acquired two great folds 
likewife, which neceffarily extended the body of its adverfary in 
proportion as it had contracted its own. ‘Thefe efforts were al- 
ternate ; victory feemed. doubtful, inclining fometimes to the 
one fide and fometimes. to the other: until at laft the ftalk to 
which the black fnake faftened, fuddenly gave way, and in con- 
fequence of this accident they both plunged into the ditch. The 
water did not éxtinguifh their vindictive rage ; for by their agi- 
tations { could trace, though nor diftinguifh their mutual at- 
tacks. They foon re-appeared on the furface twifted together, as 
jn their firft onfet; but the black fnake feemed to retain its 
wonted firperiority, for its head was exactly fixed above that of the 
other, which it inceflantly’preffed down under the water, until 
it was ftifled, and funk. ‘The victor no fooner perceived its 
enemy incapable of farther refiftance, than abandoning it to the 
eurrent, it returned on fhore and difappeared.’ 


The eleventh Letter is written by a Ruffian gentleman, re- 
jating a'vifit he paid to Mr, John Bertram, the celebrated 
es Grud l py a am Pen- 
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Penfylvanian hotanift; and the ager is.an account, written 





by Mr. St.John, of the, diftreffes of a. ities man, The. 
author, after drawing, in ftrong. and. fed ing colours, the 
prefent calamities of America, makes athetie ap peal a: to the 
feelings of his majefly, who, if tru yi in benied oF the hoi TOPs 
of the civil war, would, he thinks, puta n. immediate ftop to , 

its, defiru ro refs. Of the ; paternal tendernefs of. as" ma- 

jetty iy owen at 13 tabi, a a of he ti es 
gniverial bappins , world is, eve, fu 
vinced. Mr. ee ae ren ls 
which were, taken by his majefty, an ches. ‘of 
the Britith legiflature, for fee at i ra st) ¢ colonies. 
Happy for both countries had America liftened, o the. prof: 
fered texms of accommodation, . which we -hope, however, will 
foon be renewed, and will now be embraced with equal ardor by 
our American brethren. Nor can any. efforts of private in- 
dividuals ‘contribute more effeftually to that end, than fuch 
Eetieis as the prefent, which mix conciliatory with 3 ingenious 
vation, and tend, by the difplay of gobgenial AREER, 
wae sine Rene 


“bat 
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ge of. the. present, Popul ion, of this Kingdom ; itis 
fe wine a candid: Review of. the . ccounts lately given of it by Dr. 
“Price, on the one Hand ; Mr. Eden, Mr. Wales, and. Mr. 


Howlett, on the Qther, Sue, 6d. Richardfon and Ur-~ 
_quhart, © 


we SHIN thefe few years, the population: of this. country 
has been a fabje& of enquiry among different writers’; 
and, notwithftanding all. the attempts, which have. been:made 
40 afcertain it, Kemains hitherto undetermined: The author of 
the ‘pamphlet how’ before us; a€tuated: by the latidable motive 
of contributing: towards the eftablifhment of a more certain 
and p recife opinion, “has entered | upon a ‘general review of the 
accounts lately, publithed concerning the population of Eng- 
land ; on which he makes fuch remarks as, it muft be, acknow- 
ledged, too trongly favour ‘the idea, that, the number of the 
people has not increafed during the prefent century. 

He begins with tating the opinion maintained by Dr. Price, 
in his Effay on the Population of England and Wales. That 
writer obferves, that, about the year 1690; as appears from 
the books of the hearth-tax, the total number of honfes in 
England and Wales was spon thirteen bees thoufand ; 
confequently, allowing five p Ris fons to a thou e, the ‘ahatitants 
amounted to fix. “millions 


one fourth ; ‘which would like- 
3 wile 
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wife not be much greater than the real number, fuppofing 
that by houfes in this account was meant families, ~as. has 
been imagined With ‘probability to be the cafe. ‘ Brom this 


, eftimate, ‘confirmed by the obfervations of Mr. King, our 


author thinks it undeniably clear, that, at the epoch’ above 
mentioned, the inhabitants were as near or nearer fix millions 
than five. But by the returns of the furveyors of the win- 
dow-lights to the tax-office in the year 1777, the total num 

of houfes in the kingdom, taxed and untaxed, inhabited and 
uninhabited, charged with the window-duty, or three “fhil- 
lings of houfe-tax, or excufed on account of poverty, was 
little more than nine hundred and fifty thoufand ; that is, 
three hundred and fifty thoufand lefs than in the year. 16905 
whence, by the common allowance of five perfons to a howe, 
it would follow, that the number of people has decreafed fice 
the former period above a million and a half. 

The firft who attempted to refute this gloomy reprefent- 
ation exhibited by Dr, Price, was Mr. Eden, who has urged 
many plaufible arguments, not only to invalidate the dottor’s 
hypothefis, but to thew the probability of an increafed po- 
pulation. ‘The author of this pamphlet, however, £ ity he 
confiders Mr. Eden’s arguments as ingenious and well en- 
forced, thinks they are not of fuch a nature as to afford any fa- 
tisfaftory conclufion, far lefs to overturn the opinion maintained 


- by, Dr. Price. 


The next writer that attacked the doétor’s hypothefis was 
Mr. Wales, in his Enquiry into the prefent State of the Po- 


_pulation in England and Wales. ‘This antagonift endeavours 


to. maintain, that the number of the people, inftead of being 
diminifhed, is confiderably increafed, particularly within the 
lafttwenty or thirty years; a "period during which, accord- 
ing to Dr. Price, the decline had been peculiarly rapid, 


* To prove this point, then, fays our author, with refpec to 
the latter period, Mr. Wales informs us, that in a great number 
of parifhes in the counties of York, Derby, Northampton, Suf- 
folk; Suffex, and Somerfet, the total number of houfes in the 
year1750, was 23526; but that in the year 1780, they were 
augmented to 28544; that is, they were mcreafed in the courfe 
pf thirty years 5018, ora fourth part of their original number. 


But unfortunately for this a Seyan: uti 4585 of the additional 





houfes are.in the county of York, which every body knows, 
and. Dr, Price himfelf is "realy to acknowlege, has acquired an 
amazing. addition of inhabitants within the laft thirty years. 
And what is more unlucky fill, this Yorkfhire account was taken 
from the furveyors returns, w which Mr. Wales himfelf had fo 
fully reprobated, as to declare they ‘* were utterly infufficient to 


fup- 
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fupport any calculations of this:nature.”? Alb Arvumiead which 
thus on.the openly declared, principles of its‘anthor/Wéfears it- 


_* felf,-Emeed not take any great pains ‘to. thew. the ifalfacy ‘of. 


However, allowing Mr,'/Wales,' what she cannot: fairlye'claim, 
the free ufé of thefe returns, when he thinkstheny-fayqureble to 
his-caufe, though ‘he rejects them with {uch contemptueus: dif- 
regard when of an oppolite appearance,-he fhould be .careful to 
remember, that nearly at the fame time that, the returns for 
thefe two divifions were fo greatly increafed, the collective: one 
for ‘England and Wales was, confiderably dectreafed ; and that 
‘therefore the only fair legitimate conclufion’ was, | that other parts 


~* Of the kingdom. muft have been diminifhed, but f6' mich the 


smore for the augmentation of thefe two particular’ places} 
~ ¢ As tothe houfes from the other ‘counties; whieh were the 
accurate enumerations, | fuppofe, af ‘political or philofophical 
euriofity, I. might, perhaps, properly difimifs them, as not fuf- 
ficiently numerous: to be of any great importance; but that I 
may not be defe&tive. in the most pundétilious refpect to them, I 
would beg leave to afk, was.the numberof houfes returned by 
the furveyors of the window-lights for the fame patifhes in the 
‘year 1780, greaters,.or lefs' than in the year t750? If lefs, ix 


‘would certainly be a full and direct refutation of Dr.Price’s mot 





faufib!e argument of depopulation; for the’ period now imme- 
’ diatel ti Or oftion, But had this been ‘the cafe, Mr. Wales 


“Rou ofa Seven Base omitted to-teli us fo ; it would have* iven 


hin a greater advantage than’anyhe has-gained. “We aré” fairly 
‘authorifed to, fuppofe,. therefore, that it was’ greater, ‘and’ tonfe- 
Auently the. anfwer juft given tothe Yorkftire account} holds 
good here; that by. how much»the more thefe-returns wete aug- 
mented, by fo much,the greater muft have been their/diminution 
in fome other quarters. —In the narrow.compafs of my ‘réading, 
J do not-recollect, any thing affuming the form ‘and appearance 
of reafon} 2, that more.dexteroufly and» completély, ‘in’ every 
part and point, encountered and.deffroyed’itielf than-this. Can- 
dour and. fairnefs, however, oblige me tovacknowlege, that had 


- “thefé houfes amounted to,about eight or tenitimesthenumber they 
do, and had. they all been taken fromsaccurate enumerations at 
“ghe two periods refpectively, in-every-part of the nation,*middle, 
*ealt, weit, north, .and fouth | indifferently; >and “comprehended 


-places. of eyery ize and defcription;: fram theslargeft*towns to 


* ‘the fmalleft country parithes, and thefe from each codntyi"due 


* proportion, the refult would have been decifive. for ther whole 


»skingdom, +‘But as it “is, the probability in favour. of_increafed 


4 


population, within the period juft mentioned, is from hepegab- 
folurely nothing at all’ > ° Ou ‘rte es 


Brisvetra 


ws PoveRabtith‘the fame pofition; Mr, Wales, as our author 


.) 
- 


. wobfervest, aba rs HB ae esi bom the annual baptifms, and 
dred and forty 


burials f?6m"a-huridred” and fort 
‘telt years for. wo" pefidds ;* the 
ie adn | a *r>°9 ¢oii TT &. aed 


bi bese on...an, average of 
crmer, from. about 1740 to 
wr 2a) as 5.4 175% 
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fd, atid the latter, from 1770 to 1786. The medium of 
births and berials’int‘the’forine? petiod, is to that in the latter 
neatly as two"to thteé’; a remark fiom which Mr. Wales in- 
fers’ a'prépottionable intcreafe' of people. In refpeé to the re- 
giftets addaced; however, our author obférves, that the greater 
“part of the account is taken from the more flourifhing parithes 
in’ Yorkftiire and Lancafhire, theincteafed population of which 
is univétfally acknowleged: 

¢ To evince our great augmentation of numbers fince the Re- 
volution, proceeds our atithor, Mr. Wales produces the annual 
average of baptifms and burials for ten years at that era, and 
lately ; ‘and likewife’ the annual avetage of baptifms and burials 
for thirty yeafs;-from 1700 to'1730, and from thence to 1760, 
for the whole diocefe of St. David’s. The medium of births and 
burials of-all thefe taken together in the latter period to that in 
the former, is, nearly.as fifty-nine to twenty-feven. Admitting 
this to be: fatisfattory evidence; it would lead us to conclude, 
that our inhabitants were more than doubled fince the former 
of the two periods. But to this I havé tw@objections. With’ 
re{fpect to the thirty-eight parifhes, it appears, that $ of all their 
baptifms and burials. are from the counties of York and Lan- 
cafter; and-fuch places too as Liverpool, Manchefter, Sheffield, 
&c. and may therefore, for reafons juft advanced, be ‘thrown 
afide as-ufelefs: Amt with regard to the dioctfe of St. David’s, 
every one who knows: how inaccurately the r€jters were kept, 
and returned towards the commencement of the firft period, will 
not think it improbable, that at leaft a third part of the parifhes 
were then. either. totally omitted or extremely defective, and 
that this circumftance alone may be the fource of the apparent 
increafe. : 

‘ Upon the whole,’ I cannot think that the fuccefs of this au- 
thor’s attempr has been over flattering. Where he endeavours 
to refute Dr. Price’s arguments for depopulation, he only more 
ftrongly confirms them ; and the pofitive evidence he adduces to 
eftablith the contrary pofition, affords ar moft a very faint and 
unfarisfaftory degree of probability, In itfelf alone it prefents 
fome glimmering hopes, that our population may be a little ad- 
viet but when oppofed to his own and the doétor’s returns of 


houfes, it cannot be allowed to have weight fufficient to coun- 
refbalance thein.’ 


a "Fhe author next enquires, ‘what arguments have been ad- 
vasiced, arid what conclufions drawn, by Mr. Howlett, the 


fourth and Jaft writer who has treated of the fubje&, The 


author of the pamphlet admits, that, with regard to Dr. 


Price’s arguiterit of continued depopulation during the lait 


twenty year's, deduced from the continual decreafe in the fur- 
véyor’s -réturns, Mr. Howlett’s reply feéms entirely fatisfac- 
tory ; but he*thinks that this writer has not been equally 
Vor. LHI. April, 1782. ! fuc- 
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fuccefsful in combating. Dr. Price’s proofs of depopulation 
fince ‘thé year 1690; his arguments of refutation*being’ ‘en- 
tirely levelled againft the ‘perfeét accuracy of Dr, Price’s efti- 
mate, an idea which never was fuppofed. .Exclufive of this 
objection, however, our author is of opinion, that the ratio 
which Mr. Howlett would eftablith from the number of houfes 
returned by the furveyors, from upwards of a hundred par. 
rifhes, in different pares of the kingdom, is extremely er-. 
roneous. To afford a fatisfactory ratio, he thinks that the variety 
of places fhould have been greater, and that the number 
eught certainly to have been four times as many. He fuf-. 
pects ‘the authenticity.of many articles in Mr. Howlett’s tables 
of returned houfes ; and he confirms this fufpicion by a parti- 
cular infiance. 


“ IT have difcovered, fays he, with regard to one place, that 
the fact is really as I have hinted. The number of houfes faid 
to be returned in the parifh alluded to is 96, the total 198. A 
eorrefpondent, on whofe veracity I can fafely depend, affures me, 
that thefe 198 are afl in the pari(h duplicate, and that the g6 are 
thofe which are charged or affefled.” : iv 


.  Parifh-regifters having been confidered, both by Mr. Wales 

and Mr. Howlett, as of incomparable ufefulnefs, if not of de- 
cifive authority, in afcertaining the number of the people, 
it may be proper to lay before our readers the objections 
miade by the prefent writer againft that mode of invefti- 
gation. . ; ? | 


¢ With refpect, fays he, to the proofs of either abfolute. or 
relative population derived from -parifh regifters, which are ge- 
nerally deemed fo. decifive and. fatisfactory, they appear to me, 
of all others, the moft precarious and uncertain. The’ degrees. 
of mortality prevalent at’ different wefas; the number of diffen-. 
tients or feparatifts from the ftate religion ; the correctnefs and 
fidelity'with which the regifters themfeives are kept; muft all be 
well afcertained before their information can: be:at all depended 
- upon.’ - The’ varying: tatio of mortality alone may fometimes ren- 
der all'comparifon ufelefs for the purpofe.in queftion.. When.the 
.  peftilence' raged; quite over Europe, and_in the courfe, of a; year 

Or two, fwept almoft-half its inhabitants into, the, grave,. had 
the annual average, amount of births and deaths, for ten or fit; 
teen years been taken, and a judgment thence formed, of its ac- 
tual population, we muit have concluded it to'have been vaftly 

reater than it was fifty years before or after ; whereas it is‘in-: 
Fobitably ceriain that it was oh ‘the contriry, dats 2S 
Should we examine the parochial. recdrds ‘of mortality ‘in* dur. 
own countty-for-ten years, in that part of the: laft century, in- 
which tear fifty thoafand/perfons died of: the plague in our me- 
tiopdlie alone, ‘andjthe fame dreadful. difemper fent death into 
oe ' ; every 
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every.quarter, of the nation, we fhould be led: to imagine that 
our,inhabitants were. more numerous than before or fince; as 
not only the burials were vaftly, augmented, but, for obvious 
reafons, the. baptifms likewife. . But allowing the ratio of mor- 
tality at the two periods between which we want to draw a pa- 
rallel to remain nearly the fame, yet a farther difficulty ftill arifes 
from the different number of feparatifts from the eftablifhed wor- 
fhip, who are feldom entered in the parochial regifters. Carry 
this refearch into France. You will, perhaps, find the Pro- 
teftants‘not'a third part fo many as they were at the Revolution ; 
and [am ftrongly inclined to believe, that that increafed popu- 
lation .the French writers, with fuch colour and plaufibility, fo 
much boaft, of, is a mere deception, owing very much, if not 
entirely, to this circumflance alone. Bring the enquify.-back 
into England ; the Papifts are incoinparably Per at prefent than 
a hundred years age ; and as to the Diffenters, their diminution 
is fo great and ftriking, that it is even among themfelves a com- 
mon topic of complaint and lamentation ; and with regard to the 
carelefs inaccuracy with which the regifters were formerly kept, 
évery one that confults them will be immediately convinced,’ 


Mr. Howlett, this author alleges; makes an. oftentatious 
difplay of, the amazingly rapid progrefs of population in dur 
northern counties; and among the proofs of it, mentions the 
vait number of chapels of eafe, which have been erected within 
thefe thirty years in that part of the kingdom. But, re- 
{pecting .this circumftance, our author appeals to authentic 
information, which he has received, that it is no uncom- 
mon thing for baptifms (and fometimes perhaps burials) to be 
entered twice; firft in the chapel-regifter, and afterwards, 
for greater fecurity, in that of the mother-church. Hence 
the aftonifhing excefs of the baptifms over the burials in 
fome parifhes of thefe counties, even frequently. to more than 
double, _ 

The author farther obferves, that, in the extracts brought 
from Effex, Suffex, Kent, Suffolk, and Norfolk, the appear- 
ance of increafe is not greater than what may fairly be ac- 
counted for, from the probable imperfection of regifters in 
the firft period, the great diminution of Diffenters fince that 
time, and the different degrees of mortality. The laft cir- 
cumftance, Mr. Howlett endeavours to fhew, is greatly in 
favour of the prefent time. But our author remarks, that 
the evidence hitherto adduced on the fubje&, is much ftronger 
againft than for this pofition ; and for this he appeals to the 
great fatality of the fmall-pex during the laft ten years. 
~» Our.author admits, that the mode of computation, from 
the average ratio of men furnifhed to, the triennial fervice of 
the militia, appears to be entirely unexceptionable; but the 
: ie data 
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data from which it has been hitherto colle€ted, are much too 
few, and not fufficiently varied, to enable us to, derive from 
it any fatisfactory, conclufion, 
From the account we. have given of this author’s remarks, 
our readers will perceive that. his arguments are, in general, 
more of a negative than a pofitive kind:; and that he rather 
points out the defects in the methods of; computation adppted 
by Mr. Wales and Mr. Howlett, than entirely overthrows its 
validity, under proper reftrictions, and when fupported by dif- 
ferent concurring teftimoniés, of approved authority. His ob- 
fervetidns, however, are fo judicious that they cannot fail: to 
excite the attention of the two gentlemen above mentioned, 
in'the profecution of their enquiries ; which we heartily with 
may afford undoubted proof of a circumitance fo i important to 
national ftrength, as the growing popalation of the kingdom. 
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| Anecdotes of Eminent Paiuters in. Spain, during the Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Centuries; with Curfory Remarks upon the Payhen 
Stale of Arts in that Kingdom. By, Richard Cumberland. 
vols. Small 8uo. 5s. fewed. Walter. 


J HE illuftrious Mr. Richard Cumberland; fo well known 
“© an the literary world as a /accefsful author, and in ‘the 
political one as an xxfortunate plenipd, has, it feems, de- 
ferted his quondam favourite Poetry, and attached himfelf 
itrongly to her -fifter art: he is now become’ enamoured of 
Painting; and, on his return from Spain, has brought us over 
five fhillings worth of heroes of the pencil: fuch a cargo of 
delightful dons as were never heard of before; who, notwith- 
ftanding, are all the. moft wonderful wonders that ever ‘the 
world wondered at:—The fearchers after the philofopher’s 
jtone, it is faid, though they are always difappointed of their 
principal object, feldom fail of meeting with fomething in the 
courfe of their enquiries,.that makes them ample amends for 
their toil and labour. fhe fame thing has happened to our 
curious traveller into Spain: thétgh-he was not able to make 
a peace, he has made a book; ahd a book, which, for 
aught we Know, may be as likely to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between the two hations as any meafure that has 
hitherto been putin practice, our author having, in the two 
little volumes before us, paid the moft flattering contpli- 
ments to Spanifh tafle and genius, and-raifed Seville .and 
Madrid almoft to a level in the liberal arts with Florence and 
Rome. 


‘To 
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‘To an enthofiattic lover of painting, who thinks every thing 
of the utmoft confequence and importance that concerns his 
favourite art, thefe Anecdotes may poffiibly afford much enter- 
_ tainment; to ws, we muft acknowlege, they appear rather dry 
and uninterefting ; and the more fo, becaufe they invite us 
to a feait, which there is very little probability we fhall 
ever partake of: for how few will take upon them the 
difagreeable and laborious tafk of travelling to Cordova to fee 
the baptifm of San Francifco, by Antonio del Catftillo y Saa- 
vedra, or make a tour to Seville to contemplate the picture 
of our firft parents, in the cathedral, by Luis de Vargas? Mr. 
Cumberland however is of opinion, that it will not be unac- 
ceptable to. the public to have fome account of men, and 
works, which, though little known, are yet highly worthy to 
be recorded ; he has therefore introduced to our acquaint- 
antce-a fong lift of painters and fculptors who flourifhed in 
Spain from the time of Ferdinand the Catholic to the reign 
of Philip the Fourth; and from him down to his pre- 
fent Catholic majefty.. For the materials of this book he ac- 
knowleges himfelf principally indebted to Palomino’s Trea- 
tife on the Art of Painting,. in two volumes folio; and an- 
other, a -very fearce traé&t, by Pacheco. Thefe antipnes, 
with a few imported from the collection of a celebratéd 
modern painter,. Antonio Rafael Mengs, have enabled Mr. 
Cumberland to open his zeqw Spanifh painting fhop. 
’.To fuch of our readers as know little of painting or fcalp- 
ture, and yet are fond of a melancholy tale, efpecially con- 
cerning death and torture, we would recommend the follow- 
ing affecting ftory of the unfortunate Torrigiano, the famous 
Florentine iculptor, 


¢ This artift had undertaken to carve a Madona and child of 
the natural fize, at the order of a tertain Spanith grandee ; it 
was to be made after the model of one, which ‘he had already 
executed ; and promife was given of him of a reward propor- 
tioned to the merit of his work... His employer was one of the 
firft grandees of Spain, and Torrigiano, who conceived highly of 
his generofity, and well knew what his own talents could per- 
forth, was determined to outdo his former work; he had paffed 
great part of his life in travelling from kingdom to kingdom in 
fearch, of employment, and, flattering himfelf with the hope, 
that he had now at laft found a ‘refting-place after all his labours, 
ché ingenious artift with much pains and application completed 
the work, and prefented to his employer a matchlefs piece of 
fculpture, the utmoft effort of his art: the grandee furveyed the 
{triking performance with great delight and reverence ; applauded 
Torrigiano to the fkies ; and, impatient to poffefs himfelf of the 
enchanting idol, forthwith fent ~ demand it; at the fame time, 

3 to 
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to fet off his generofity with a better difplay, he loaded two 
lacqueys with the money, that was to defray the’ purchafe ; the 
bulk at leaft was promifing, but when Torrigiano turned out the 
bags,. and found the fpecie nothing better than a parcel of, brafs 
maravedi, amounting only to the paltry fum of thirty ducats, 
vexation at this fudden difappointment of his hopes, and juft 
refentment for what he confidered as an infult to his merit, fo 
tranfported him, that, fnatching up his mallet in a rage, and 
not regarding the perfection, or (what to him was of more fatal 
confequence) the ficied character of the image he had made; 
he broke it fuddenly in pieces, and difmiffed the lacqueys with 
their load of farthings to tell the tale: they executed their er- 
rand too well. The yvrandee in his turn fired with fhame, vex- 
ation, and revenge,’.and affuming, or perhaps conceiving, horror 
for the. facrilegious nature of the act, prefented himfelf before 
the Court of Inquifition, and impeached the unhappy artift at 
that terrible tribunal; it was in vain that poor Torrigiano urged 
the right of an author over his own creation ; Reafon pleaded on 
his fide, but Superftirion fate in judgment; the decree. was 
death with torture. The Holy Office loft its victim ; for Torri- 
~ giano expired under the horrors, not under the hands of the 


executioner.” 


For thofe readers who are idolizers of the celebrated. Titian 
(or as, our author always affects to call him 'Titiano) we cannot 
felect a better paffage from thefe volumes than his encomium 
on the, inimitable figure of the fleeping Venus, which was 
given, by Philip IV, to our, Charles I. and which, after the 
death of that unfortunate monarch, was, purchafed by, the 
Spanish ambaffador in England. 

‘1 frequently vifited, fays. Mr. Cumberland, this matchlefs 
deity in her. hiding place, where I found her miferably, lodged, 
though refpectably attended by an Atalanta, in the race, by,Guido, 
divinely executed ;, a,Helen and Paris, by Rubens; and three 
Graces of the fame matter, colouredto a miracle, but much more. 
embonpoint than their principal. To attempt any defcription 
of this fleeping Venus.appears to me as impoffible, as it would be 
to condemn fych perfect and withal fuch modeft beauties to the 


' flames; a gracefulturn.of the neck gives the full, countenance 


to the, fpectator, in which the matter aruft has difplayed beauty 
and {weetnefs of the divineft fort, with the moft. perfect innocence 
of charaéter.; the limbs are elegantly and decently difpofed, the 
hues. are glowing and tranfparent, the outline round and glitter- 
ing, and the. local lights and fhades produced by thofe tender 
and imperceptible touches, that form the magic of .Corregio ; 
in fhort, it isa miracle of art, and was fo decidedly the;chef 
d’ceuvre of the mafter, that, after feveral efforts to,rival his, own 
matchlefs .work, he quitted this felf-emulation in defpair. It 
js tothe honour of don Antonio Mengs, that he faved it from 
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deftruction ; it had another efcape from the flames ofthe Pardo, 
_ which fatal accident being ‘reported to Philip'lV. then on the 
_ throne, he inflantly demanded, if the Titian Venus had efeaped 
‘the conflagration ; the meffenger affured .him that it_ was faved, 

*¢ then,” replied the king, “ all other loffes may be fupported :” 
- IT cannot difmifs this enchanting object without obferving, that, 

by teftimony of all the beft judges of its merit, it yields in no 
_ particular to the Venus of Medicis, but in the weaker nature 
~ of ‘its material: twice refcued from the flames, it ftill exifts in 

perfect condition : may no future age of the world prodnee a hand 


to raife an ax againft the one, or to conftruét a funéral pile for 
the other !” : 


In this laboured defcription our readers will obferve that Mr. 
Cumberland talks like a perfeét cognofcente, and »giveshis 
decifion en maitre. He feems indeed, throughout this’ work, 
fo intimately acquainted with all the’ technical terms of ‘art, 
‘and fo familiarly converfant with the coftume, perfpettive, 
chiaro-ofcuro, il nudo, tints, fhades, effect, &c. that we fhould 
almoft be inclined to think he had ferved his timé to Gain{- 
borough or Romney, inftead of ‘Terence or Euripides: but 
whether his tafte and judgment in thefe matters, ,is, equal 
to his pompous difplay of them, we cannot pretend to-deter- 
mine. : ' 

In our author’s account of the pr@tures which Rubens left 
in Spain, he takes particular notice of his dead Chrift, in the 
Sala del Capitulo of the Efcurial, asa moft touching and ex- 
preflive picture ; and, at the fame time, cenfures Mengs- for 
‘his ill-natured criticifm upon it. 


¢ Amongft the capital performances of Rafuel, Titiano, and 
others, this compofition has attracted, and will probably con- 
“tinue to attract little notice or applaufe ; but I am bold to believe 
€very fpeétator, who fhall review this wonderful collection with 
independent tafte and determination not to be told what he is to 
feel, and wherehe'is to adinire, and will ftop a while to con- 
template the tragic fpectacle of ‘a mangled Saviour, furrounded 
‘by a groupe of fuch mourners, as ‘feem to feel a  forrow, like 
the object, which creates it, more than ‘human, will own with 
me that Rubens, in this affecting piece, ‘has touched the paffions 

’ ‘with fomething more than a painter’s, witha poet’s hand. Con- 
templating this picture, I could not help calling to mind the bit- 
ternefs of Mengs’ criticifm, ‘when he is comparing Rubens’ copy 

' ‘of Titiano.to a Datch  tranflation of an elegant author; and in 
~ this train of thinking I could’ not avoid drawing a comparifon 
‘Gi ‘ny mind between the pi¢ce ‘before me and thar, which 
‘’Mengs himfelf has compofed on the like fubject: the fcene is the 
fame, the actors the fame,’ and the cataftrophe not to be diver- 
fified ? but with Mergs all is lifelefs, cold,’ and flat ;* methodized 
*“py’art, and’ meafured by rule ; the groupe of an academy, fitter, 
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_ for attitudes and hirelings for forrow; the dead body of. the 

“Chrift is laid out, and in like mariner expofed to view in the one. 

cafe asin the other, ‘but what a Contraft ! Pane has indeed i 
t 


boured hard to make a beautiful corpfe; he has ‘rounded 3 
mofeles, and polithed the fkin, and given jt fuch a hue, that .it 
ceafes to be flefh, and is a fhining waxen figure with no trace, of 
pain or fufferings paft; look upon the other, and you .contem- 
plate, as it thould feem,, the very perfon, ‘* who himfelf -bore 
our forrows on the tree, by whole flripes we are healed :” yet 
Mengs is the author, whom courtly prejudice has Pot above 
comparifon in Spain, whom not to admire is treafon againft 
ftate, and whofe ‘wortfhip is become canonical, a part almoft of 
the ortlrodox idolatry of their religion : Mengs isthe critic, who, 
profefledly treating of the colleétiqn of pictures in the palace at 
Madrid, can’ afford no commendation or defcription of ‘Ru- 
bens’s capital piéture of the Adoration, and records his name ap- 
parently with no other view but to make.a needlefs facrifice of it 
to that.of. Titiano, whom it feems he had had the temerity to 
copy.’ . | | 

After this defervedly fevere reprehenfion of Mengs for his 
malevolent attack on Rubens, we are furprifed to find 
Mr. Cumberland, towards the clofe of»his fecond volume, 
producing, from the fame malignant critic, a refleQion on 
one of themoft’ excellent painters, as well as the moft ami- 
able of :mén, which this age and nation has to boait, fir Jo- 
fhua Reynolds: 


‘ Whether Mengs, fays Mr. Cumberland, really thought with 
contempt of art which was inferior to his own, I will not pre- 
tend to decide: but that he was apt to {peak contemptuoufly'o 
artifts fuperior to himfelf I 2m inclined. to believe : Azara tells . 
us that he pronounced of the academical lectures of our Rey- 
nolds, that they were calculated to miflead young ftudents into 
error, teaching Rothing but thofe fuperficial principles which 
he plainly avers are all that the author himfelf knows of.the art 
he profeffes. ** Del libro moderno del Sr. Raynolds, » Ingles, 
decia que es una obra, que. puede conducir los jovenes al error: 
pofque fe queda'en los, principios fuperficiales que conoce fola+ 
mente a quel autor.”  Azara immediately proceeds. to fay that 
_ Mengs was of a temperament ‘ colerico y aduito,”” and -that his 
bitter and {at ical turn created him ‘* infinitos agraviados y 
quejofos.” When his hiftorian, and jriend fays this, there is xo 
occafion for me to repeat the remark. , 


Certainly there: is #et ; neither was there any neceffity for 
Mr. Cumberland to make this quotation from Azara: he 
feems indeed defirous of taking off the cenfure,. and deftroy- 
ing the authomty,ofMengs; by: obferving, that ‘ the fame of 
our countryman. jis! eRablifhed beyond the reach of envy or 
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detraGion.” ‘He, and he alone, perhaps, awho could com- 
are Rubens to a Dutch teapflater, was capable of calling 


neceflity of introducing this malignant remark of Mengs at 
all, unlefs with fome defign of:obliquely.calling in quettion 
the tafte and judgment of fir Jofhua?-—As fir Fretful Plagiary 
abferves in the Critic, ‘ if there is any abwf [in the public 
prints] one is alwaysdfure to hear of it, from one.damn’d good- 
natured friend or another.’ : 

We are shappy however to find, that our great hiftorie- 
grapher and admirer of Spanifh pictures has, 1n fome mea- 
fure, already received his reward for the lavifh encomiums 
beftowed on them, by being permitted to extrad (a favourite 
phrafe, often repeated in thefe volumes) fome pictures and 
curiofities from Spain, to enrich his own inyaluable collec- 
tion ; an indulgence which he has taken care to inform us, was 
the confequence of the particular and perfonal regard which 
his Catholic Majefty has for Richard Cumberland, Efg, 


‘ It, was sy good. fortune, fays he, not furreptitiouily, “but . 


under favour-of his Catholi¢ Majelty’s generous ‘and condefcend- 


ing indulgence to. bring out of Spain fame few valuable famples - 


of the great Spapith maiters, with a compofition of Vandyke’s, 


of undoubted originality, obtained by a moft happy accident ¢° 


the cloth-is nine feet by fix, and the compofition a dead Chrift, 
the body fupported by Mary the fifter of Martha, .and Mary Mag- 
dalene, two-angels kneel ar the feet, and a cherybim in tears 
points to-his wounds ; the'fize is that of nature, and J may add 
io is the,expreflion: this picture, before it was upon fale, was 
in the zhands of Mengs, and ferved him for a ftudy: the aeti- 
tude and air of the head of the firft Mary he has evidently tran- 
{cribed into his picture on the fame fubjeét in the Madrid pa- 
lace, with -this difference that he hag transferred it to his Son 
Juan. -The rigour of our cuftom-hoyfe in London, and my 
fruitlefs folicitation for obtaining an exemption frem the royal 
import duties on pictures to be meafured by the foot, put me to 
the painful obligation of opening a roll, which the king of Spain’s 
painters; had contrived with the utmoft care and attention, fo 
that, notwith{tanding I had. every indulgence from the executive 
officers that their duty could admit of, this canvafs, and one by 
Velazquez. in a very tender ftate, receivediajyry. I thould not 
have prefumed upon interpofing this anecdote, but-in the hope 
that fome.one-of my readers may repipe at this regulation {fp ini- 
mical to the fine arts, whofe intereft may Cxtend to procure its 
abolition.’ 


The Jattex part of this quotation is very fevere on Englith 
euftom-houfe. laws; we hope the new miniftry will take efpe- 
cial care ef Mr. Cumberland’s next importation. 

Ag 


Reyna’: ptinciples fupenfcial : but where ,was the abfolute - 
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.. “As our. author’s principal defign, in thefe Anecdotes is ap- 
parently to enhance the merit, and extend the knowlege of 
Spanifh pictures, he has fagacioufly obferved that 


¢ Was ir the yay of Spain to emancipate fome of her trea- 


fures in art, and put them into circulation through Europe, ac- 
cording to my idea it would anfwer to her in point of intereft 
and reputation, and be the means of drawing foreigners to extend 
their tour into her now-unvifited dominions.’ 


In oppofition to this it may be obferved, and perhaps with 
“more truth, that if the Spaniards were thus to emancipate 
their treafures; and permit foreigners to bring off what’ pic- 
tures they “were able to purchafe, Spain would have, in 
a fhort time, fewer vifitors than ever, as that temptation 
being once removed, fcarce any thing would induce a. man, 
‘an Englifhman at. leaft, to travel through Spain. If any of 
‘our countrymen, however, are defirous of that pleafure,. we 


‘antreat_ them, before they fet out, to read. the following — 
anecdote.>* — ) : 


¢ I had-in my family at Madrid, fays: Mr. Cumberland, a 


young man of ¢xemplary chara@er, who lived with me in great 
truft and intimacy, and was a native of that city, univerfally 


known and refpected in it; he had been my gueft but one night, 


when the next day at the hour of dinner, the officers of juttice 
entered my chamber, whilit a party of foldiers paraded at my 
gates, demanding the body of this unfortunate victim ; it was as 
vain to aik.to know the-charge, as it was impradticable to avoid 
or refitt it ;, after conditioning for the removal of the foldiers, 
and. fome promifes of humarity on the part of the judge, I fur- 
xendéred'‘to that magiftrate a'young man, born of ‘[rifh parents, 
red-haired, of) a fate complexion, and without impediment in 
his gait or perfon. I -mention thefe circumftances becaufe, this 
officer arid his alpuazils were in fearch of his direét oppofite in 
every particular, viz. of an old felon, an Afturian, black as a 
gypfey,*and lamé in one of his feet by anatural defe ‘in its 
‘formation. In fpite of the evidence of his own eyes, the judge 
conducted my gueft to prifon, hand-cuffed ‘and hauled between 
two fiend-like alguazils, in the fight of hundreds of fpectators, 
who followed him through the ftreets, filently compaffionating his 

ignominy and misfortune.. The next day his books, papers, and 
effeéis, were feized and rummaged, where fortunately they found 

“no, food for the Holy Office, nor offence againft the ftate.,. In 
the regular courfe of proceeding he fliould have laid in prifon 
“ten or twelve years, if nature could have fubfifted for that time, 
before he was allowed to fee his judge; but at my. inftance he 

was fpeedily admitted to an examination, and I place it juftly 

-amdngtt the many marks of kindnefs I was diftingutthed with in 
’ that kingdom, that juitice was: made fo to quicken her cuftomary 
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pace on my account. When'he was brought before the judge, 
thoughevety feature in-his face fwore to’ the-miftakeof his 3éom.. 
mitment, the nedeflary forms.of inguifition were not to be p 
over, and he was called upon to recollect all the paflages of his 
life and converfation, and to gueis the caufe for which he was 
arrefted and imprifoned; in_perfeét fimplicity of heart he ex- 
pofed to his inquifitor all his hiftory and habits of life, with the 
whole of his correfpondence and acquaintance, as well as a dif- 
turbed imagination could bring it to recollection : when this had 
afled, and happily nothing had dropt on which his judge could 
fasten any new matter of crimination, he was coolly informed, 
he did not:.anfwer to the defcription of the felon: they» were’ in 
_fearch, of,,and.that he was: at liberty to return to, the. place-from 
which he came.’ Hew. * 


It'may be fome fatisfaétion (adds our author) to humanity, 
to know that I extraéed the above gentleman fafely out’ of 
Spain ? | 

You fee, gentle and indignant réaders, what ‘would have 
become of this poor youth, if the powerful Mr. Cumber- 
land had not exerted’ his influence+~—Away then, as ‘faft as 
youcan, ye lovers of arts and virti, to Caftile; Seville, and 
Madrid ; but left you fhould® be miftaken ‘for other perfons, 
and clapped ‘into the Inquifition, forget not'to take’ ih your 
pockets a letter'to his Catholic Majefty, from the author of 
Anecdotes of Eminent Painters in Spain. | 


— 
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Mifcellanies in Profe and Verfe, moftly written inthe, Epiftolary 
Styles, chiefly. upon. Moral. Subje&s. By, Mrs. Mi Deverell, 
Gloucefterfhire, 2 vols. V2amo. 7s. Dodfley, || 


Cp SESE Mifcellanies are ufhered into the world with a,very 
large and refpectable lift of {ub{cribers, {ufficient to.indi- 

cate the great regard and efteem in which-the ingenious, au- 
thor is held by her numerous friends. and acquaintance; who 
have: paid this deferved tribute to her merits: Mrs..Deverell’s 
opinion on an infinite variety of fubjects, is thrown intovthe 
‘form:of an jepiftolary correfpondence, Some of thé letters (in- 
deed too many of them) are in verfe. There runs," however, 
‘through the whole coll¢&tion, fuch a pleafing vein of “bene- 
volence, ‘and fuch a zealous attachment to the caufe of truth, 
religion, ‘and Virtue, as, with every ingenuous mind, mut 
blunt the edge of criticifm, and, prejudice us in favour of 
the amiable writer, from. whomwe. thall extrac ,a fpecimen, 
both of, the, profe. and .verfe, for the. entertainment.of our 
geaders. .. The firft thall be,taken froma letter, to.a.gentleman 
un- 
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under the feigned mame of Satirus, in anfwer to ene in: whieh 
he had endeavoured to diffuade his. friend from marriage ; 
Where, amongft many others equally pertinent to the fabjea, 
our author preduces the following arguments. 

* The good of fociety, fays fhe, is made up. of the reéti- 
tude of individuals ; and who hasa right to exempt himfelf 
from that chain which links the general harmony of the uni- 
verfe * Good children have a laudable pride in the virtues of 
their parents or anceftors, and a noble emulation to copy 
them: but were they to adhere to the precepts you inculcate. 
there would be no family honour to fupport, ner could they 
ever tranfmit that true glory to the fucceeding generation. 

* You fay, Satirus, “‘ that you will not enforce your ar: 
guments againft wedlock by one example among the Roman 
damies, nor drop one hint concerning the Ephefian matron.’’ 
Wifely evaded :. for though you might produce a few inftances 
of infidelity, or ill temper among thofe ancient ladies, yet 
you muft be confcious, the number would be far fhort of thofe 

noble matrons, whofe names are recorded in the Roman hif- 
tory, as bright examples of conjugal virtues and affection, 
Among thefe characters are Arria, Portia, Octavia, Cornelia, 
Calphurnia, Terentia, and Lucretia, &c. &c. whofe exem-_ 
plary and heroic condua, I believe, would counterbalance all 
the bad Roman wives you hint at: for thefe were ladies; pof- 
feffed of thofe fovereign charms, that might have warmed the 
heart of an Anchoret, or moved the apathy of a Stoic; and 
the man who could be infenfible to them, muft, comparatively 
fpeaking, have been a rock, or a God: for the intrinfic ex- 
eellence of their charaéters appeared fo ftrongly, under the 
moft arduous trials, that hiftorians have not been thought to 
flatter, nor poets been capable to defcribe, their worth; each 
being more fenfible of their perfe€tions, than mafters of lan- 
guage to exprefs them. But you decline example, and fay, 
*‘ nature is your diredtrefs, and reafon your guide.” From 
the diGates of nature and reafon, then I will prefume to an- 
fwer you. | 

' T believe it is beyond difpute, that the bounteous God of 
Nature made, and intended, the fexes for mutual comfort, 
and afiftants to each other; and inftituted marriage as the 
cement of the moft tender and ufeful friendfhips : our:Saviour 
himfelf honoured it with his prefence, and his beginning of 


. fpiracles was turning the water into wine, as is thought, ‘to 


fupport the innocent feftivity of a sayin! feaft. ‘Butif we: 
renounce the facred union, betaufe of its neceflary:cares, ‘or 
the a that hath fometimes attended the flate, we 

may, 
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may, from the fame mode of reafoning, puta period’ to. our 
lives; -becanfe it may prove unhealthy ; or fqwander away our. 
ons, for fear of the ihvafions of fire ot Water.” 

* ¥ou tell: us; it is*po‘fatire: upon matriagé to declare, 
‘* there is. little dependence to- be had upon fo inconftant a 
machine‘asthe female heart.” Give me leave to afk you, 
Satirus, ifothisis.the-cafe, is not the fault‘much more your’s,. 
than our’s? Is not the power of chufing partners for, life, 
vefted folely in your fex, vas: well: ass the making laws, by 
which you govern us at home and abroad? Arrogance and 
felf-conceit cannot ‘well We concealed‘in a woman’s bofom ; 
therefore is not want of judgment in making the alliance, or 
afterwards want of tendernefs, fidelity, or temper in the huf- 
band, the too general’ fource of ‘that unéafinefs you impute 
to the perverfenefs: of’ the wife? I appeat'to ‘trath, let con- 
fcience anfwer the-queftion. When the libertine’ takes place 
of the hafband, aman, in férious reflection, cannot approve 
his own conde&; or, in- other: words, ftand the tribunal of 
himfelf: then, from the inward perplexitfes‘of ‘guilt; he wants 
fomebody to blame; fome-one to accufe ; and’what~ vafial will 
bear this treatment with fo- much patience* as afi innocent 
wife? Thus, fir, when you tern:a rebel to’ the févereignty of 
reafon, and make-what profltgates falfely call pleafare your 
idol, that takes offence at fober wedlock, becauft it “brings 
its truant votaries into. fome degree of bondage. Sweétnefs 
of temper, prudence, virtue, and delicacy of mind, cannot 
fix the heart of a wanderer: but furely his nature maft be ver 
cruel! who can flight-that woman, whofe confidénce in his 
integrity puts her perfon and fortune in his power. A woman, 
of a generous fpirit; will‘not grow upon. indulgence ; but 
when fhe-is treated like a- friend, will always be ambitious 
that her conduct honours that-diftintion ; and a man of noble, 
refined fentiments, will find himfelf*more rationally gratified 
in the fervent attachment'of fuch a wifé,\ than with the paffive 
obedience ofone, who from-pufillanimity of foul, and contracted 
humility, has become his abje& flave. I'thmk it is “an ob- 
fervation of the pious Dr. Henry’s, that when the all- -creating 
Power formed the firft woman from ‘the rib of Adam, “ he 
did not take her from his head, becaufe fhe was 1ot to Be the 
head of her hufband ; ner from his feet, becaufe fhé was not 
to be trampled upon ; ‘but. from his fide,;—under his arm to be 
protected, and, neareft his‘heart, to be beloved,” 

‘ A pure mind, that, like our firft* parents, was attracted 
by a fimilar -obje&t, knows no groveling idéas, but is refined 
and matured by time. Such love is ‘the offspting of réafon ; 
and not having the-leaft-alliance with deptavity, may, pro- 

i bably, 
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bably,, make. what is.2 human. paflion i in ‘this life;. by an -eafy- 
tranfition, become»a.diyine ‘one tin thenext> butoiniorder to 
fuch an union, it muft be allowed on each fide}: thatthe’ Riceft 
circumfpection: and delicacy ‘is equifite,: before:»we blend our 
fouls, and rifk our happinefs on, thatvocean, wherefuch' hum- 
bers have been thipwrecked for want of paying attention to 
thofe delicate circumftances, which are well wnpraed to be the 
fecret wings of nuptial felicity, * 


~ 


. 
A DV ICE. 
Ci TO A REV "REND CLERIC, 2 
NEAR HIS GRAND CLIMACTERIC,.. 
THAT LATELY HAS BEEN, 
IN LOVE WITH NINETEEN. 


* *Tis a maxim I’ve heard, agen: adh atttna : 


.. Whoe’er {corns our fex tall-fifty and ten; 


In. revenge for the flight, the arm’d, God of Love, 
Some.time or.another, the Stoic willsmove ; 

For Cupid th’ archer, will never let.go 

The man, that to beauty and love is a foe ; 


- But as fure as he’s blind, will certain impart 


A touch of love’s magi, to foften his heart: 


' And, dottor, in {pite of grave precepts, you find 


_ How, flily. this urchin has wounded your mind, 
By jnt’reft and love you’re forely oppreft |, 
. Their torments alternately rankle your breaft : 
~"Thefe fetters fo irkfome; you cannot endure ; | 
Then, hearken to me, rll give eafe, if not cure. 
‘ Sip not, dear doctor, Polly’s liquid fire, 

. Twill] eak your refi, and irritate your ire ; 
To footh - your pain you {wallow draughts of love, 
~ Enough t’intoxicate the gods above ! 
You gaze with rapture,—then, exclaiming, cry, 
<* Maugre her fmiles,—there’s ruin in her eye!”’ 
, Re eat, good fir, from this enchanting maid, 
Bes let your Paflion be by prudence fway’d ; 

For HE your. rev’rence bend to reafon’s voice, 

‘ifdom con’d never jultify this choice. 
eal in philofophy, to give you eafe 
“In, this moft t piteous, direful difeafe ! 
“The charming girl, whom all your fex admire, 
Would fain to friend{hip—turn | this wand’ring | fire : 
Nor can her gratitude « efteem refufe, : | 
. When, of all women, _ her alone you'd chute, © scam St og 
“To foften all the cares of future life, "> 
“** And be that Chriftian comfort, call’d a wife.’ 
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Cawper’s Poems. 


 ssBat finice:that tender :tie:will ne’er take place, ; 
| 2 TF willon your.wooing fet a better graceji:.) >< 
i 90 ff’oaccept the fri¢ndthip of this.virtuons fair, 
vo °Tis!all, alas !++you:e’er with her will fhare:! 
wAh | Jet that fatisfy,your wond’rous fame, — 
Nor blaft it with an asdent-lover’s name ; 

» No-ftream falubrious will that flame affuage, . 
When paffion takes the lead of fapient age ; 
Reject the claret from this lovely lafs, 

Left Cupid’s darts ele&trify the glafs. 
* Abfence may help,—love’s cure is feldom known, 
The God of Phyfic-cou’d not cure his own. 


PHILANTHE A,’ 


The reader will eafily perceive that Mrs. Deverell’s verfe is 
much inferior to her profe. We could have. wifhed that a 
confiderable part of the poetry inferted in thefe volumes’ had 
been omitted, as the work, without it, would certainly have 
been more entertaining. 





Poems by William Cowper, of the Inner Temple, Eg... 8vo. iss. 
Johnfon. 


"THESE Poems are written, as. we learn from the title- 
page, by Mr. Cowper, of the Inner Tempie, who feems 
to be a man of a fober and religious turn of mind, with a 
benevolent heart, and a ferious wifh to inculcate the precepts 
of morality; he is not, however, poffeffled of any fuperior 
abilities, or powers of genius, requifite to fo arduous an un- 
dertaking ; his verfes are, in general, weak and languid, and 
have neither novelty, fpirit, or animation, to” recommend 
them ; that mediocrity fo feverely condemned by Horace, 


Non Dii non homines,. &c. 


pervades the whole ; and, whilft the author avoids every thing 
that is ridiculous or contemptible, he, at the fame time, never 
rifes to any thing that we can commend or admire. He fays 
what is incontrovertible, and what has already been ‘faid over 
and over, with much gravity, but fays nothing new, {prightly, 
or entertaining ; travelling on in a plain, level, flat road, 
with great compofure, almoft through the-whole long, and 
rather tedious volume, which is little better than a dull fer- 
mon, in very indifferent verfe, on Truth, ‘the Progrefs of 
Error, Charity, and fome other grave. fubjeds.. Af, this au- 

. | ~~ thor 
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* thor had followed! the advice givén by *' Cataeciol?, and! which 


he has chofen for oie of ‘the ntottbs' prefixed’ to thefe’ Poems, 
he would have cléthed his indifputable truths: in fomte be- 
coming difgaife, and rendéred hs work muth more agree- 
able. In its préfent ftate, we cannot’ compliment him on 
its fhape or beantys ; for, as this bard hintfelf /ceetly fings, 


‘ The cléar harangue,- and cold as it is clear, 
Falls fopotific on the-liftlefs ear.’ 


In his learned differtatiom on: ike we meet with the follew- 
ing ines: 
. © Build by whatever pfarr captice decrees, 
With what materials, om what ground you pleafe, 
Your hope fhall ftand unblam’d, perhaps admir’d, 
If not that hope the féripture has requir’ : 
The fitange’cofceits; vain proyees and wild dreams, 
With which hypoctify for ever teems, 
(Thowgi other follies fttike the: public eye, 
And raife a laugh) pafs unmolefted by ; | 
But if unblameable in word and thought, 
A man arife,. a man whom God has taught, . 
‘ With all Elijah’s dignity of-tone, « 
And all the love of the beloved John, 

..’ 'Tecftorm-the citidels they build-in air, 1 
Aad {mite th? untemper'd wall, ’tis death to fpare, 
To fweep away all refuges of lies, 

And-plaee, infead of quirks themfelves deviled, 
Lama Sabacthani, before their! eyes, 

To.prove that without. Chrift, all gainmis lofs,. 
Ali hopt, defpairy that ftands notom hisvcrof, . 
Exeept the few his God may have imprefs’d, - 

& tenfold frenzy feizes all the ‘ref. 

‘ Throughout mankind, the Chriftian kind at leat, 
There dwells a conftioufnefs in ev’ry bteatt, 
That folly ends where~gewuine hope begins, 
And he that finds his heav’n, mu lofe-his fins : 
Nature oppofes with her utmoit force, 

This riving ftreke, this ultimate. divoree, 
And while religion feems to be-her view; 
Hates wtih a deep fineerity 5 inet trae; 
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- Nous Salis nés pour la wbiinds et nons ne” ensaniieanalte 
fon abord. Les figs pres les paraboles, les emblemes, font toujours des 


ornements néc u’elle puifft s‘annoncer : on veut, en la 
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‘Cowper's Pokins. 


For this of all that ever influenced: man; 

_ Since Abel worfhipp’d, or the world began, 
This only {pares no luft, admits no plea, 
But makes him, if at all, completely, free, 
Sounds forth the fignal, as fhe mounts her car, 
Of an-eternal, univerfal war, 
Rejects all treaty, penetrates all wiles, 
Scorns with the fame indiff’rence frowns and fmiles, 
Drives through the realms of fin, where riot'reels, 
And grinds his crown beneath her burning wheels! 
Hence all that is in man, pride, paffion, art, 
Pow’rs of the mind, and. feelings of the heart, 
Infenfible of truth’s almighty charms, 
Starts at her firft approach, and founds to arms! 
While bigotry with weil-diffembled fears, 

. His eyes fhut faft, his fingers in his ears, 
Mighty to puns, and pufh by. God’s word. 
With fenfelefs noife, his argument the fword, 
Pretends a zeal for godlinefs and grace, 
And {pits abhorrence i in the, Chriftian’s face.’ 


All this is very true3"but there needs no ghoft, ior au- 
thor, nor poet, to tell us‘ what we knew before, unlefs he 
could tell it us ina new and better manner. Add to this, 
that many of our author’s expreffions are~ coarfe, valgar, and 
unpoetical ; fuch as parrying, pufbing by, Spitting abhorrence, &c. 
The greateft part_ of Mr. Cowper’s didaétics is in the fame 
ftrain. He attempts indeed fometimes to be lively, facetious, 
and fatirical ; but is feldom niore faccefsful in’ this, than in 
the ferious aud pathetic. In his poem on Converfation there 
are two or three faint attempts at -humour; in one of’ them 
he tells us that 


* A ftory in which native humour igi 

Is often ufeful, always entertains, 

A graver faétenlifted on your fide, 

May furnith illuftration, well applied’; 

But fedentary weavers of long tales, 

Give me the fidgets and my patience fails. 
 *Tis the moft afinine employ ‘on earth, 

To hear them tell of parentage and birth,” 

And echo converfations dull and dry, 

‘~Embellifhed with, bz /aid, and fo Jaid L.0 
“At ev'ry interview their route the eee wi Tes 
me The repetition makes attention lanics., xii sitet 

We buftle up with unfuccefsful’ fpeed, 

And in the faddeft part cry—droll indeed! 

Vor. LIM. April, 1782. U The 
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bff he:path ofmaprative with carerpurfuey 9°!) 
‘* stiStith making! probability yourcelue, orgs 
‘:On all the veftigesof trath attend, © 
vox And let themiguide yowtova decent end. 
+ Of all ambitions»man may-entertain, 
The worf that can invadeva fickly brain, 
jofs that which angles ‘hourly for furprize, 
’o And baits its hook with prodigies and lies. 
Credulous infancy or age as weak 
‘elon tAte fitteft auditors. for fuch to feek, 
: Who'to pleafe others will themfelves difgrace, 
Yet pleafe ‘not, but affront you: to your face.’ 


In the paflage « above quoted, our readers will perceive that 

the wit is rather aukward, and the verfes, efpecially the laft, 
pf profaic. 
Towards the end of this volume are fome little pieces of a 
lig hter kind, which, after dragging through, Mr. Cowper’s 
To ig moral leGiures, afforded us fome tfelief. The fables of 
the Lily and the Rofe, the Nightingale and Glow- -worm, the 
Pine-apple and‘the Bee, with two or three others, are written 
with eafe: ‘and fpirit, It is: a pity that our author had. sot 
égnfined. himfelf troperhe? to this. {pecies of poetry, without. 
entering into’a fyitem of ethics, for which AR genius feems but 
itt’ adapted. 
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Mijecllanbons Ti Pats by the Rew.’ Arthur O'Leary.” 8vo. Gs. 
f Keating. © ‘ 
T ‘AE author of thefe tras is a member of the church of 


ine Rome; yet he writes like a citizen of the world, His 


~ notions of civil and religious freedom are rational , and: liberal,. 


He confiders all mankind as his brethren, and, in his .plan, of 
é eration, pleads for the Proteftant in France, and the Jee 

at Li ifbon, as wellas for the Roman Catholic i in, Treland. | 

= Bis ublication.confifts of fix tra¢ts. 

ABE fence of the Divinity of Chrift, and the Tmmortality 

dais ie lin a'feries of Letters. This is an anfwer to a 
‘work, entitled, Thoughts on Nature and Religion, publithed. 
see in 1776 : 

aye shels letters there are many juft and pertinent, obferv- 


aia 3, yet, there, ane likewafe feveral pofitions and arguments, 


a gautions. fs d judicious: advocate, for religion, 1 In, the 


oa ent age, would not choofe to advance. Thus, in proving 


athe divinity $F, gur Saviour, he PERG HSES, the following ASH in- 


: CREAT fe g ~ to} t9 ero Iw a~ SIO9Z9 o3 morte 
ae ; The 
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O?Learj’s Mifcellaniéus Tras. 208" 

«© The Alpha and.OQmega.”? (f*,' Phe beginning: and énd.”’ 
*< My Father and I are. ones?» “4i fhe. firfecand the Fatt.” 
«* A God manifefted in: :fiefh ::a:God mortified ‘in flefh.” 
‘© God was the. ‘Word.??»» Supreme \worfhip.due to..God 
atone: ‘‘ Let all the angelssofsGod-adore him.” Eternal 
generation: ‘‘ This day 1 have begotten thee.” The ex- 
prefs appellation of a God, -and his fovereign dominion : 
«* Unto the Son jhe faith; Thy throne, O God, is .for. ever 
and ever,”? &c. &c.”? 

The learned reader need not be told, that. fome of thefe 
texts are given up; even by the orthodox themfelves, as in- 
cenclufive, when:applied to the doctrine of the Trinity. 

The following obfervations are introduced, to fhew the 
weaknefs of reafon, and the neceflity of revealed religion, 

‘ Your philofophers, whom our modern free-thinkers are 
ever extolling, with a view to degrade the Chriftian religion 
and its minifters, never efcaped the general contagion, Your 
Cato; beéfides fuicide, was guilty of levities of a,/ofter nature 
than the fteel with which he killed himfelf. Your Socrates, 
whom you would fain obtrude on the ignorant, as a martyr to 
truth and the original religion of nature, acknowleges in his 
defence, that he worfhipped the gods of his city, and was 
féen on public feftivals facrificing at their altars. fis wreft- 
ling naked with his pupil, Alcibiades, was an attitude ill- 
fuited to the charaéter of a man, entitled to a place in the ca- 
lendar of faints. ~ What fhall I fay of the Cynics, who laid 
afide all the natural reftraints of fhame and modefty ? Of Chry- 
fippus, the advocate of inter-marriages between fathers and 
daughters ? Of the Perfian Magi, who married their mothe 
Of Setieca, playing the moralift in public, debauching: ie b. 
vereign’s wife in private, and preferring his pretended wife 
man to God himfelf? What thall I fay of the divine Plato, 
who annihilates the inftitution of connubial ties? who by in- 
troducing a community of women, and refufing the hafband 
any exclufive property in the marriage bed, wonld fain in- 
troduce a horrid confufion amongft men ; confound all’ pater- 
nal rights, which nature itfelf refpected, and people ‘his re- 
public with inhabjtants, uncertain of their origin ; without 
tendernefs, affeétion, or humanity: whereas in. fuch ‘a’ ftate 
it would have been impoffible for the fon to know his father. 

¢ Such is the boafted reafon you take for your guide, and 
lo, the great luminaries it has produced! A. fet of proud 
mgn, bewildered in a labyrinth of the moft monftrous er- 
rors.” 
Sach obfervations as thefe have been frequently made, with 
a defign to expofe the weaknefs of reafon, and to a 
U2 : e 
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the importance of revelation; but they are uncandid and un- 
generous ; and the only inference we can derive from them 
is, that the wifeft of men have been fubjeét to various errors, 
frailties, and follies. By the fame way of reafoning, a Deift 
might depreciate Chriftianity ; and allege, that fome of thofe 
great luminaries of the church, the fathers, were guilty of 
errors and abfurdities, which were. not in any degree more 
excufable than, thofe of the pagan philofophers. 7 

II.. Loyalty afferted, or the new Teft Oath vindicated. 
The author examines every article in the oath. of allegiance, 
and tfhews its propriety and obligation, by the principles of 
_ the canon and civil laws, and the authority of the moft emi- 
nent writers: ‘ The oath, he fays, propofes nothing to the 
deteftation and abhorrence of Catholics, but. what they really 
deteft and abhor ; it requires no promife, but what is juft and 
lawful.’ In this*traé he takes accafion to enquire into the 
pepe’s depofing power, and the prefent claim of the Stuarts 
to the Englifh throne; and proves, that they ave equally 
groundlefs. — 

. Having examined the fentiments of the fathers on the for- 
mer of thefe topics, he adds: ‘ If from the fathers you con- 
tinue the long chain of venerakle antiquity, through the 
fucceflive reigns of the Roman pontiffs, you will find the 
difpofing power aflumed by few; the pre-eminence of kings, 
and their dependence on God alone, afierted by the mildeft 
and moft learned, and thofe by far the greateft number.’— 
This is the old exploded doétrine of the divine right of kings ; 
and is zaconfiftent with the depofing power of the pope: unlefs 
it fhould be faid, thatthe authority of the holy pontiff is the 
' authority of God; which are has been frequently. af- 
ferted. 

, sHI,. An Addrefs to the common People of the Roman. 
Catholic Religion, concerning the. apprehended Invafion by 
the Erench and, Spaniards,.in July, 1776; when the. united: 
figetswof, Bourbon appeared in the channel. This is a fenfible, 
a loyal, vand afeafonable addrefs. 

. 1V¥.. Remarks ona Letter written by Mr. Wefley, and his 
Raldhie of the Proteftant. Affociation. 

«| ¥., Rejoinder to Mr. Wefley’s Reply to the foregoing Re- 
pe aes 

- What.the author ay in. vindication of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, again‘, Mr. Wefley’s seit is, in. general, reafon- 
able and jet. 

:,£ Ihave read,.fays he, near upon a. thoufand religious de- 
elamations.againf, popery,:not.one of the authors of thofe in- 


‘wectives.has candour, or. honour,..to.produce. that. teft.in favour 
a of 






































O'Leary's Mifcellanébus Trades 293. 
of Catholics: which fhews the fpirit that atuatesthem. 
They fhould, at Jeaft,. imitate the limner who firtt painted: 
Pope’s Effay ort Man, and contrafted, of the fame canvas, 
_the blooming cheek with the frightful fkeleton, linked to- 
gether in the fame group. No. They will paint the Ca- 
tholic religion in’ profile, and fix 4 Sdracen’s check into the 
face of the Chriftian. The déclaration of a general council, 
which can afford the leaft occafion.for cavil, will be etertialiy 
held forth, whilft the decrees of the fame council, liable’ to 
no mifconitruction, where fraud arid perjury, even for’ the 
fake of religion, are condemned, will be overlooked. Bel- 
larmih, Becanus, and thofe other Knoxes and Buchanans of 
the Catholic religion, whofe works are burned by the hands 
of the executioner in Catliolic countries, are dragged from 
their fhelves; whilft the decifions af the moft learted’ univer 
fities in the world, that condemned the falfe doétrine of thofe 
incendiaries, are buried in filence. . The bee pitches’\on 
flowers: but the’ beetle falls upon nuifarces ’ 

VI, Effay on Toleration.—The defign of this traf is“te — 
fhew, that a man’s /peculative opinions ought not’ to deprive 
him of the rights of civil fociety. 

The Roman Catholic church has been charged with inet 
merable perfectttions. ‘To obviate fuch an imputation’ our an 
thor makes the folldwing remarks, and others to the fame 
effect, 

* Another age gave rife to the Patarini and Rueaires, who 
amongft ether errors maintained, that no mortal fin could be 
‘committed by the lower part of the’ body. The theory was 
reduced to practice: and, donbtlefs, the magiftrate was rouzed 
to feverity. 

‘ The Albigenfes faid that God had two wives. Marriage, 
however, was condemned, without confidering chaftity as ‘a 
wirtue. In déteftation-of the facrament of the altar, churehes 
were turned into receptacles for the unhappy votaries of Ve- 
nus: and in the fan¢tuary where the magiftrate was accuftomed 
to fee the minifter of religion offictate, nothing could be feen 
but offerings to Cloacina. In twélve hundred and thirty; the 
Stadings of Germany honoured Lucifer; inveighed againtt 
God for condemning that rebel-angel to darknefs ; ; held that 
one day he would be re-eftablifhed, and they fhould - be faved 
with him. Whereupon, they taught that, until that'time, it 
was not requifite to ferve God, but quite the contrary ; — 
reduced their theory to practice. 

‘ To write the hiftory of all the fe&ts which gave rife to the 
fevere fandtions of kings, from the time’ of the-emperor Theo- 
dofius down to the fixteenth or feventeenth century, would be 
U 3 to 
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to attenipt'-writing 4° hiftoty of all the hotrors and abemi- 

/ nations of which ' abandoned'man is ‘capable. ‘In this long 
fpace of time;’the ‘feéts mot free from any mixture of immo~ 
Yality,- gave umbrage to'the ¢ivil power, by’ their feditious te- 

nets and infurre€tions, relighy ssid aes Sow s pti 

~~! Hofs’s do&trine, “in Bohemia, fowedothe: feeds of civil 
wars; Wickliff’s do&rine,” in England, was produdtive of 
fimilar fruits. “The fagot did not blaze in England until the 
Lollards began to overturn the ftate.. In the fixteenth century, 
Whatr-ware; what'commotions, in'Germany, in confequence of 
fanatical delufion! ‘Fhe moft moderate Proteftant divines of 
~thattage; ‘complain in their writings, of the confufion intro- 
duced by! fettaries. Heylin, in his Cofmography, talks of fome 
of'themi*< begotten in rebellion, born in fedition, and nurfed 

~by fadtion:” °AndDr. Walton, ‘in the preface to his Poly- 
~glote; > fays, that ** Ariftarchus heretofore could fearce find 
“féven wife’ meén'in'Greece.: ‘but that, in his time, fo many 
FdfOrsy were “not-toobe ‘found: for all were divinely learned. 
Hence,” contitiwes the doctor, ‘** the bottoinlefs pit feems to 

have been fet open: and locufts are come out with ftings,—a 
numerous race of feétaries who have renewed all the “ancient 
_§herefies, andinyented many monftrous. opinions of their own.” 
“In examining,sthen, the laws enafted againft, heretics, and 
tracing them up to their origin,——in taking a review of the 
“tities and ‘cir¢umitances ‘in which they were enacted, /and 

‘the tenéts OF ‘the 'perfons againft whom ‘they were levélled;— 

Gn weighinp the’ éinperor Conftantine’s words, already quoted, 
~SdLand obfervin# the in ftability of his opinion, ‘in the change of 

“Uhis 128, 2We “Cant with every ‘reafon, prefurie that error “in 

‘ Woerine was ever deénied’a Tuficient title to deprivé’ayman 

ef his fife’ of' property, ‘by the ‘moft pious and enlightened 
Christian legislators.’ : qe womottt * 

\} TF morality’ “or fedition, mingling with ‘the fpeculative 

Pe mae rename initfelf by any civil tribunal, drew the 

“i venPearite cf the Mwstpon the entire fyftemi” and its’ abet- 

_ tors: as the circulation of bad coin is punifhed by the’oma- 
play eo ‘account of the' particles of gold or filver, but 
On accottht of the bafe metal, which predominates'and debufes 
it: | IF time,’ civilization; tommmierce;' 4 more’ extenfive*know- 
‘Vege of ‘mankind, and the rights of fociety, helped the rnind - 
tO WotR off the feculéhed’ of’ pernicidas opinions, as réagh 
‘Winds ‘work ‘Of their tartar Fréedom of thought,’ its inalien- 
able prerogative Was at lait féconciled-amiongR mot men with 
‘the’ Priticiplés’ OF! midtality, ana “the “peace ‘of ‘focietyz: Men 
have CHenged2"Bul log habit’ anid the* power of *rulev-have 
fill, in many places,*kept up laws which confound miftaken 
| ! notion$ 
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motions Of:a fpiritual mature, iwith practical, principles, which 
difturb the,order of fociety.. - Herefy.is of. too, indeterminate a 
fignification, ‘to become:the object of legal vengeance., -And 
to punifia man for Popery, \is to punifh him becaufe another 
pronounces a word of three fyllables. Let the\Heretic and 
‘the Papilt, who rob; fteal, murder, preach up fedition, re- 
‘bellion, immorality ; fuffer like all other felons. But the ma- 
giftrate who punifhes an honeft, peaceable man, for following 
the religion’of his education, and the diétates of his. ‘con- 
fcience; and the legiflators who authorife him to do fo -both 
forget themfelves and the rights of mankind.’ 
The Aibigenfes, &c. are ranked among the grofiet of He- 
retics, the Manicheans, by Roman Catholics. But Proteftants 
| “generally acquit them of this charge, though with fome dimi- 
tation. And indeed the feftaries of former ages generally ex- 
pofed themfelves to the imputation of many fanatical abfurdi- 
ties, and tumultuous proceedings,. inconfiftent with the peate 
of fociety ; and, on that account, very. defervedly drew men 
upon themfelves the feverity of the fecular pawes 





An Hiftory of Birmingham, to the End of the Year 1786." "By 
W, Hutton. 800. 75. 6d. boards. Baldwin. » 


At a time when the hiftory of towns and.counties is fo mach 
the obje& of attention, that of Birmingham has,, daubt- 
_ defs, a juft-claim to the refearghes of the antiquary. This. i 1S, 
at prefent, one of the mof populous,: and, .in. point of its ma- 
nufa&ures, one of the moft confiderable, towns,in England; Dur- 
ing the lait four centuries, its name has been varioufly written ; 
but, in Mr. Hutton’s opinion, the (original feems to have heb 
Bromwych ; Rea cons a of Brom, perhaps, fays, he,:, from 
favourable ; inad Wych, a) defcent ; this etymology, exactly 
_; eorrefponding, with the. declivity,from. the High Street to. Dig- 
.cjbeth. 
Birmingham. lies nearly i in the dates of the. kin dom, sad 
fim the north-weft extremity of the county of Warwick, The 
vapproach i is on every fide. by afcent, except that from Hales- 
 4Owen, in the north-weft, . In..confequence of this fituation, 
«the place is not, only well ventilated, .but, free from,damps. 
:<Nor is it lefs fortunate,, in, refpegt,to, the quality of, its water. 
‘;-Our author obferves,! that,, among all the inhghisanty of: Bir- 
‘mmingham,)}in his-time, he recolle¢ts but, very, few perfons;who 
have: bets sonnehyor with Oe oe oe a; sOSUDAIS awhich, 
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he thinks, not without reafon, may be afcribed. to the purity, 
of this: element, 

Mr, Hutton entertains an sdee that this town is of remote 
antiquity ; and in. Jeg of his opinion, he adduces fome 


plaufible arguments e obferves, that the ancient Britons 
were celebrated for their chariots, which, as well as their in- 
firaments of war, there is the flrongeft reafon to believe were. 
made in their own country. They muft therefore have been 
acquainted with the manufactory of iron ; and this point be- 
ing ‘granted, the great antiquity of Birmingham, our author is 
of opinion, can hardly be queftioned. 

__ £, Rerhaps hiftory, fays he, cannot produce an inftance of 
any place in an improving country, like England, where the 
coarfe manufactory of iron has been carried on, that ever that 
laborious art went to decay, except the materials failed ; 
anduasiwe know of no place where fuch materials have failed, 
these. is ‘the utmoft reafon to believe our fore fathers, the Bri- 
tons, were fupplied with thofe neceflary implements by the 
black artifts of the Birmingham forge. Iron-ftone and coal 
are the materials for this produétion, both which are found 
in the neighbourhood in great plenty. _I afked a gentleman of 
kpaalegd” ifs there was a probability of the delphs failing ? 
‘He anfwered, “ Not in five thoufand years.” 

“ The: wo following circumftances sates? evince this an- 
cient Britihh manufaftory :—- 

© Wpom the borders of the parifh ands Afton finaie, ap- 
propriated: for. melting iron-ftone and reducing it into pigs ; 
this has the.appearance.of great antiquity. From the melted 
ores; in. this :fubterranean. region of infernal afpect, is pro- 
duced:a calx,.:orcinder, of which there is an enormnus moun- 
tain... From an attentive furyey, the obferver would fuppofe 
fo, prodigious,a heap could not accumulate in one hundred 

generations 5. however, it fhews no perceptible addition in the 
 agevof man. b, et 

«There. is valle: aicommon of vaft extent, called Wednefbury 
old field, inwhich are the vefliges of many hundreds of coal- 
‘pits,: long-in difufe, which'the curious antiquarian would 
deem: as long iw finking, as the’ mountain.of ‘cinders in rifing. 

‘. The minute fprig of Birmingham, no doubt firft took its 
root ‘im this-black: foil, which, in a fucceflion ‘of ages, hath 
Zrown to its prefent opulence. At what: time this profperous 
plant was fet is very uncertain, perhaps-as long before the days 
of Cefar as it isfince. Thus the mines of Wednefbury empty - 
their riches into the,lap of Birmingham, and thus fhe draws 
nurture-from: the mage of the earth. oa : 

‘Phe: 
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Hutton’s Hiftoxy of Birmingham. 297. 

< The chief. if. not the,only manufactory of Birmingham, 
from its firft exiftence to the reftoration of Charles the Second, 
was in-itott; of this was produced inftruments of war and of 
hufbandry, furniture for the kitchen, and-tools for the whole. 
fyfiem. of carpentry. 

‘ The places where our athletic anceftors performed thefe 
curious productions.of art, were in the Shops fronting the 
ftreet: fome fmall remains of this very ancient cuftom are yet. 
vifible, chiefly in Digbeth, where about 4 dozén fhops ftill ex- 
hibit the original mufic of anvil and hammer. 

‘ Asthere is the higheft probability that Birmingham pro- 
duced her manufactures long before the landing of Ceefar,» it 
would give pleafure to the curious enquirer, could he be in- 
formed of her fize in thofe very early ages; but this.iaform- 
ation is for ever hid from the hiftorian, and the reader. © Per- 
haps there never was a period in which the faw a decline, 
but that her progrefs has been certain, though flow, during 
the Jeong fpace of two or three thoufand years before Charles 
the Second,’ 

Mr. Hutton. contends, that the roads proceeding from Bir- 
mingham afford additional proof of its great antiquityy and 
the extent of its trade from a very remote epoch: — He’ re 
marks, that where any of thefe roads lead up ‘an eminence, 
they. were worn. by the long practice -of ages into deep» hol- 
low ways, fome of them twelve or. fourteen: yards below. the 
furface of the banks, with which they were once .¢ven 3. and 
fo natrow as to admit only one paflenger. This argument, it 
muft be acknowleged, feems highly plaufible ;.though it can- 
not, be doubted, that the effet which. our awthor.mentions, — 
muft have been owing, in a great meafure, to the force of rains. 
defcending‘ over a foil of a fandy nature. | 

Mr. Hutton informs us,. that, from the year.1741 to.1780, 
Rirmingham has. acquired the amazing augmentation of: fe- 
venty-one ftreets, four thoufand one hundred and feventys 
two houfes, and upwards of twenty-five thoufand inhabitants: 

The toy-trades, we are told, firft made their appearance in 
Birmingham, in the beginning of the .reign' of Charles. the 
Second. ‘The chief articles which our author:mentions; are; 
the: button, the buckle, and guns ;, but in regard to \the va» 
riety. of occupations, he juftly obferves, that it would be: te» 
dious. to: enumerate them. 

Mr. Hutton afterwards gives a defcription cand ,hiftorical 
account. of the ftreets, buildings, and other: particulars ore- 
lative. to this celebrated,town.. To the fubjedt of his» narra- 
tive he every where difcovers that, laudable-attachment,, which 
geserally actuates provincial and. local hiftorians ; ms he 
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net fii, Pepani Domeftici Chit Opera que reperiuntur ; ¢ Graco in ha- 
a a) hie et Adnotationes adjecit Bernatdus Stephanopotus ; 5 accedit 
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aye 


aj atio ohannis Chri ifeplor Amadutii, cujus Curd’ & Siudid nine 
untur pital tres Graco Latine Imperatorum Conflanti- 
ac upie Fohannis et Emanuelis Comneni ad Romanos Pontific.s 
nor jue LF Alexandrum IIl. 2 wols. 4to. Rome, 


oats MSS. of the works of Demetrius Pepanus of Chio; here pub- 
1fhed for uhe/Arft time; ' were’ difcovered by Signor Stellio Raf- 
aelli, “confi fe the! Englith Baft India Company at Chio; who 
in thietn, hi 1776, to Cardinal York, and earneltly requefted of ‘his 
es td get them ‘publtithed. His eminence’s zeal-for erudition 
sna the iiterefts of theoRoman Catholic réligion, prompted him 
the requett, and to charge fignors Stephanopoli and: Ama- 
zi; ‘two gentlemen’ verfed in ‘the: Greek ‘literature, to. tranflate 
: em MSS. in quettion into Latin, and to pubhe both the text and 
TeheIEY. dn togethérs °°" 
phe Pati verfion was actordingly vitide by abbate !Stefanopoli ; 
and 4¢cori panied with interefting additions ‘ta theorigival, by ab- 
date Amadizzis ‘whofe'léng’and “elaborate preface.to” the whole, 
“miglit almoft ‘he confidered Fal ‘awaluable work by itflf: Though 
the Acéounts' Neha’ ‘been ale rootrace of’ Demetrius Pepanus;, ‘be 
hart Bort ahd eanty, they say yetthrow (ome light on bis perfonal 
noe om and on the object and nature of his works: itinw & 
Dee trigs’was born in the ifland<of Chio; heitook the. Seiidiamne 
iy fifetis}“as appears from ‘the-title of his works); in.2637uhe 
‘Eametto Rome’td ‘profecute his. ftudies in the Greek college ;:and 
“Vert years “after he returned to°his native country. Duringobis 
OS yates dt Reine; he*made foconfiderable a progrefs in learning:ahd 
pe onryetiened ‘that! hé? was ‘ebarged to teach his fellow fiudents the 
pg ‘an-illmefs to which he became fubjecty and 
a ieyande to terminate in an epilepfy,’ “tt ced: him 
aifabled him from taking the intended putiter 
shi ies 3 riot yd-emuitassvil ts . sir Ate: e16leoog 
ou € béfe a return to ‘the ian of Chio, be-miades. sith: the 
™ : Holftenius;‘ a’ tour'to Florence, in) order torexa- 







B? fie Gieek MSS. in the ‘Laurentian Library. » After|hisreturn 
i160 thovigh he was fot dbliged to preach the Roman Catholic 
on,’ he ‘attempted to fupport and defend it byvhis writifizs. 
frovertal divinity appears to have beensthe ‘main: abjedt ofchis 
fits’ £‘th he alfo ‘cultivated poetry and phyfichs de: come 
Pa er “6f Gattibic verfes on ofatred fubjects » one, 
she entitled the Triumph of«thé.Catholic Faith, -He 
ae ippy tical trédti feragai Galenus and hisidiftiphes: He 
Foye OTe latter pat ‘Ofihis life antbhis deatpane nog 
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ecorded ; though by the account,of his counts ymen. he feems to 
have died at Meffina. 

“In the firft of his polemical treatifes he explains and defends the 
article of the confeffion : «€rédo in ‘unam, {anétam) catliolicam, 
et apoftolicam ecclefiam ;’ and ftrives to prove againtt his fchifmatic 
countrymen, that the one, holy, catholic, and apottolical, ‘churcla 
in queition, is no other than that of Rome, which has the pope 
for her head. But not contented with combating the Greek, he 
alfo attacks Calvin, and the other reformers in the Weft. ~ 
' ‘The fecond treatife ce the firft volume, is much longer, and 
treats of that famous tigi which gave rife to the Greek fchifm: 
¢ Whether the Holy Gho proceeds both from the Father and the 
Son.” In the firft At he quotes feven fathers of the church in 
fapport of the propofition: Nihil effe increatum preter divillain na- 
turam, id eff, Patris, & Filii, & Spiritus San&i. In the feeond’ ‘pfeen 
ter he proves the pofition : Quidquid eft in Deo, reapfe’ eife" 
Deum ; and in the third and laft he concludes: “Ex Bllatafiipe 
ris orthodox’ doétrina neceflario confequi, Spiritum San@tum Cham 
ex Filio procedere.” * 

The fecond volume contains four. treatifes: the firtt is entitled, 
De’magno et terribili facre euchariftie corporis et fanguinis Jefa 
Sacramento ;’ and is directed ‘both againft the. Protedants, and 
Greeks ; the fecond treatife affertsthe exiftence of parEyerns. ve 
third, isto prove, that the juit enjoy celeftial blifs, immediate 
ter their death; and inthe fourth, Demetrius infifts.on the Sbidlnte 
indiffolubility of marriage, even in cafe. of ,one of the parties be- 
coming guilty of adultery. 

But to return to abbate Amaduzzi’s pr eface.; The nob curious 
and interefting enquiry contained jin it, relates to, the, .o in-and 
‘progrefs of the vulgar and modern Greek Languages 3 ni ich fe- 
veral of ‘Demetrius’s treatifes are written; to the feveral changes 
that! idiom has undergone during the ages of the lower EMPINE 5,10 
its‘nature,; genius, and character ; to the times in which the Greek 
writers began to employ. its and concludes with a, catalogue, of 
works writtenin that language, 

isSignior’ Amaduzzi obferves that the Greek, like every, other lan- 
iguage, mult even in its beft ages have bad a popular. dialeét, ditine 
Si that ufed by the learned; this he proves. even by. fome 
jnttances from ancient monuments, as yet extant, But this popu- 
darcor ovulgar diale&t: of ancient Greecey has. nothingi ‘in. tom 
swith: the modern vulgar Greek, In order to, trace;the fource of this 
fiew idiom, we mult follow the ancient Greek ena € tbr on b 
ohér'fucceffive alterations, in different ages and cou ‘Annes onan 
in:Syria, ‘in Babylon, whither the had been brought. by, Alex: 
fucceflors; at Rome, at Byzantium, by her mixturé eink the f 
and finally: ber extinction, at the deftrudtion of the ealtern em ire 
when the ancient Greek became entirely corrupted; when it 
0 dé a'living tongue, and became jan objec of particular ee 
‘la few {chotars ;- by whom, after the:taking of Conftantino y 
> Sfurks, it'was imported into Italy, and in,a.ma aner revived 3] od 
became fo fathionable:among: the Ltalians, aloenially who had then 
gav intinediate intercourfe with thofe, Greek Chiles. that, the ni eo 

ans wrote many: books inthe Greek, Janguages of which A cat igus 
‘is given by fignor)Amaduzzis, |, | 

- But: whitft the ftudy of claffic, Greek was soomiecin Welt, the 
comaigas (Greek, «more and morealtered. bythe mixt barba- 
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rous idioms of the Mahometans, fpread through the Eaft, where it 
anderweat the tuake te xhich Be Eatin language ad foffered in 
Ba: Wet after the fall of the Roman empire ; when the Latin was 
en iely corrupted by the northern nations, and gavé rifé to the fe- 
vera] moderh European languages, Abbate Amaduz2i gives a va- 
riety of inftances of the pecultarities of thé modern Greek, ‘and 
réfers the curious readers to the grammars made of that language by 
Hieronymus Germanus and Simon Portius, and to Du Cange’s Lexi- 
con medie & infime Gracitatis. This modern Greek has fince di- 
vided itfelf into a very great number of hea 2 dialects’: Simon 
Cabafilas counts no lefs than fevetity of them, fome purer and more 
élegant, fuch as thofe of Conftantinople, tS aca Macedonia ; 
others, more coarfe, ‘more corrupted and barbarous, as that of the 
modern Athenians ; the defcendents of that very nation of whom 
Ciceto {aids ‘ Semper fuit prudens fincerumque judicium, nihil ‘ut 
poffent nifi incorruptum audire et elegans: apud quos primum fe 
orator extulit et litteris oratio eft coepta mandari.’ 

Tho igh the modern Greek had a long time fince aflumed a 
certain form, yet it has mot been employed in writing till very 
Jately ; to judge by fignor Amaduzzi’s catalogue of the moft re- 
maikable works written in that language, there were none of them 
compoled before the middle of the fourteenth century. But ¢atdinal 
Belfarion’s letter. to the preceptor of Thomas’ Paleologus, de{pote 
of Morea, proves that, in the fifteenth century, books written in 
that language were common enough. ; 

For a farther illultration of the hiftory of the Greek fchifin, and 
of thé rife and progrefs of the modern Greek, figntor’ Amaduzzi 
has {ubjoined’ to the fecord volume, three, hitherto unedited! tet- 
ters; of Which the two firft were written by the émperor Johan- 
nes Comnenus to pope Honotius TI. and the thitd by Emanuel 
Comnends, to bi lexander If].”’ Yn the firft, John -Comnenus 


roteits his readinefs of complying with the defire of the bithop of 


Rome, in endeavouring to effect the reunion of the Greek and 
Latin.churches, The fecond contains only a lift of prefents, pro- 
bably made'by the emperor to the pope. “The third fetter contains 
the thanks, Emanuel Comnenus bi the news he had received that 

ewis VII. king of France, was preparing to march into thé Eaft, 
with an army of croifaders ;, whom the emperor promifes td affift 

and fupport to the utmoit of his power. , 

“To thefe three letters, a preface is prefixed, which may be confi- 
dered as one, of the beft treatifes extant on ancient Greek hand+ 
writing : wé are apt to confider the various parti-coloured and glar- 
‘ing decorations and appendages, and the feveral forts and coloats 
of tik, ‘h, which thefe three letters in. queftion were embellithed, 

gned and dated, by the Greek emperors, as fo many auttientic 
proofs of the effeminate and depraved tafte of their age. 

a pagurerk concudes with a colleétion of inferiptions, ‘relating to 
‘the preliminaty, differtation and to the fecond preface; and with a 
table of diplomas, edicts, laws, and bulls, regarding the two 
Comneni in gueftion. oak | : 





Fotfabtil ot biographifii Lexicon, over naunkundige och tarde Svenfte 
Ma, af Georg Gexelins. Vol. He Bo , Stockholm... Swedith, - 
pails fecond volame of the Biographical Di&tionatyof ‘eminent. 

- Swedes, by the Rev. Mr. George Gezelius, comprifes the letters 
TER, and fills 436- pages in g&tavo. Out of a confiderable wee <* 
baie o 
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of Swedifh: -worthies, whofe lives are bere concifely related, we will 
notice thofe only, whofe reputation has fpread beyond the limits of 
thicir native country ; fuch as; 

‘Kareften, who began with engraving the dies for halfpendy- 
pieces at Afweftad, and became in Charles XIth’s reign, fo very 
eminent a medallilt, as to be often employed by many foreign 
courts for the moft capital medals. 

Keder, a famous antiquarian, and a very ingenious and fuc- 
cefsful inventor of devices and emblems for medals. 

Kioping, known by his travels through Afia, Africa, &c, which 
have been reprinted in 1759, in octavo, at Wefteros. 

‘Klingenttierna, who for his merits in mathematical knowlege, 
was raifed from a profeflorthip to the poft of fecretary of ftate; and, 
like Dalin, honoured by the court with a monument in the tafte of 
the ancients. 

John Chr. Koenigfmark, the general who under Guftavus Aadl- 
phus became fo formidable to the Imperialifts in Germany, 

Otto Wm. Koenigfmark, another general, not lefs formidable to 
the Turks. 

. Lagerftroern, the celebrated dire&tor of the Swedifh Eaft India 
company. 

Lantinghaufen, the late commander of the Swedifh army againft 
the Pruflians in Pomeranias who, in order to fave his army. from 
ftarving, mortgaged his own fortune, three facceffive times, caufed 
his own plate to be coined and paid away, and borrowed on his 
own credit one hundred and eighty thoufand rix dollars. | 

Several worthies of the noble family of Lejonhufwud and Leven- 
haupt. 

Seas: a nobleman, who dared to tell Charles XII, many bold 
truths at Bender, in the name of the Swedith fenate. 

Liadtkioeld, at firft,. profeffor of eloquence, and afterwards 
confidential minifter to Charles XI. 

Loefling, the well known traveller to the Spanith: fettlements ia 
America. 

- Meffenius, the hiftorian, whofe acrimonius difputes with Rudbe- 
hine, his. fellow. profeffor at Upfal, were, by the humane Guitavus 
Adolphus, fettled by preferring both of them to different and 
higher potts. 

Nordberg, the biographer of Charles XII, 

- Otter, a famous traveller through the Eaft; and, after his returi, 
prgtsiinr of oriental literature at Paris. 

Several barons and counts of Oxenftiern, efpecially that great 
prime. minifter Axel. : 

Laurentius Petri, one of the moft aétive promoters of Lutheranifia 
in Sweden, one of the authors of the firft Swedifhi tranflation of the 
Bible, and archbifhop of Upfal. 

- Count Piper, confidental minifter to Charles XII. 

Polhem, who,.from alow condition and a fill lower education 
and employments, rofe by dint of genius.and refGiftiefs. induitry, to 
be one of the moft eminent mechanicians, and immortalized himfelf 
by the conftruétion of the admirable dock of Carlfcrone, by the 
locks of Trollheett, and by many other important improvententss 
and was alfo called’by king Georre Ito: Hanovery ‘for awd = 
ment of the machines at the mines of the Hartz, . 

Rebntkioeldy to ‘wliom: the tofs of, the battle, of Ralowa ” 


— 
- Rabeck, 
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Tips HAS, atter is, only atte dant on, his, Chale i 
Re 3 Rudbeck, the ep it af’ the Tymphatic veflels, who, to 


uent and popular anatoanica ectures,, Fine queen Chrittina 
sauditors, and is.alfo famous for bis At at his Campt. 
Dieand the Czfarean Operation, which he fuceefstully performed 

| is.own vife; and whofe fony ... . 
| @ (who, befides phy fies, cultivated. the. ftudies of 


ne ovicntal tengnets and of poetry,),fucceeded at Jatt with Erick 
ehius an. founding the fociety of {ciences at Upfal. ae 


Bip Micaio Sacre Facultatis Parifienfis in Librum cui titulus, Hi % 
‘tote phalefephegue & politique des Etabliflemens des Européens dans les 
dtux: Indes; par Guillaume Thomas Rapent, Se. Ge... 114 Pages. in 
witty: Parisn ~ 
yao fentiments fo pathetically expreffed in this general cenfare, 
by, the Sorbonne, fu ficiently evince abbé Raynal’s prudence.in 
retirii ng to another, country. 
_-t: Dons. azong,cru, (ay, the dogtors ofthe facred faculty of Pavis,) 
deyoir faire, conneitre, dans, la forme, ordinaire,de,nos cenfures, Je 
venin dont cet ouvrage eft infeté. Puiflent nos travaux, étre,cou- 
roanés pan) le: fucces |. Puiflent ils ,naffermir lay foi chancelante ! 
Puifient les.forts.y. trouver de nouveaux motifs de perféverer | On 
versa par henner extraites, que cet.auteur foule aux, pieds 
ce-qu’il vi a.de,plusacrésque les. bla(phémes;: la plus honteule.cor- 
ruption: les fortaits les plus atroces.ne font plus de crimes pour tui. 
Ih. n'eujconngit.d’ autre.que de profeferJa religion Chrétienne, de ché-. 
wir, honorer, refpecter les rots “Quelle: iropudence ! Elle devroit fuf- 
fire pour empécher le ravage que pourroit faire la doétrine “de 
Yauteur. (Non, i n'y a.qu'an'impie qui puiffe fans indig nation: en- 
teadreappeler cent'ex cent foisla religion Cherétienne; laplusmé- 
prifable ee des feperflitions.’ Ibn’y a.qu'um homme entieremen- 
eorrompuw q abe eee fans ‘frémir, avancer.des principes 
Somiaablalale Wétruifent ‘les: moeurs & renverfentsles,loixy; en- 
feigher que! liadultéve n°eh point-wn crime fi les loix ne le-défendent 
yet 3 que Je libertinage doit non feulement étre toléré, mais érigé 
ti an au,culte public... Il.n’y a. quiun homme depouillé des fen- 
toe ¢, Ja nature.gui, pai fe. applandir a un ecrivain qui veut ané- 
‘is Anfpirer aux enfans une baine violente contre 
tol ihe a | fouleve les peuples, & les invite ouvertement a mala 
ial 


ce ‘extragted ‘and condemned hy the. ‘faculty, are 
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Antonio of Potttipab suit? Hie ters iftesd: oF foi 

acco olahe Pick a & under tlie’ dith ent tig, Ua 
crufades é Ot geet ce mage A iring a- 
fof Chai rips and = — rtont him-5 
elf with fome fcanty relations of particular battles, which d been ; 
often’ mbre ‘amply a Fed in general hiltoriés Pd he 
fame caretefine{s: ré ailsin his narrative Of the tranfactions Oflatter | 
times: -' No accourt is: given’ of the* different ftarés “OF the’ French’ 
navy, ‘of its alternate improvements ‘of decline, Of its various revoe 


lutions fubfequent to the reign of Lewis XTV. of the’ ehlarg aye 
aiid’ fiiptovements of the French trade’ in or oar of Europe. “The 

hiftorian confines himfelf to the -defcription of particiilar battlés‘and! 
bombardments; but enlarges on every conqueft made ‘by Frenth 

privateers: whilft his relation of admiral Conflans’ battle with our, 
- late'admiral Hawke is difpatched in fifteen lines, © 


, : A ee : 
Teocrite, Mafco, Bione;Sitmmia, Greco Latiniy, con la Bucolica. di-Pir- 
gilio Latino Greca, i> iaghocvcnn e forniti d Anuotaxioni dé\Eritifes 
Pilencjo. Ps A.. % Vols. in-ato-. Parma... inorniths) Abas 
“The firt'volume, page 1-#409, contains ‘Theocritus: orone page 
the Greek text, on the oppofite, the Latin’ verfion, and undé this 
the Ttalian tranflation in verfe, by the editor, Giufeppe’ Maria Pag- 
rink, a Carmelité’ of the Mantuan congregation's and ‘trite; oie 
different notes. *') <o8 fee ; E1VITO J 1ob Nigsy 
‘ THE poems’ of -Méfchus,! Bion and Simmias, are poblifhed m‘the 
fayne manner ‘in‘the fecond volumes the Bucoticsiof Virgil ate ae-' 
companied By/an indifferent Greek verfions firft publithed by Daniel 
Alfworth, in 3594; at Romie; ‘and an Italian tranflatiom ih verfeby 
the edittr, Who, by way of eking out a fecond voliniie has fabjéins 
ed bucolit’ poems of his’ Owh,.20t4y pages Ji) “Phe work is very 





elegaiitly, but pot very correttly,° printed, 3 
Allgemeines Sthewedifehes: Gelehrfambaits Archiv, unter Guftafs de Drit- 
ten \Regicrumg, won werfchiedenen. Gelehrten. in: Schweden aufgears 
beitet und-heraufgegeben on Chuifoph, W. Ludeke : ory General.dre 
soghive of Savedifa Literature,:in the reign of Gupauus Hp, writtexby 
- feverat learned Srwedesy and publifhed-hy Chriflopher W. Ladeke; Di De 
wifes Part d. for. 1792. 285 Pages,ia 8ve.. Leipaig,\1782. 1 (Gere 
mani)«: : iis ‘“s ip, 18 x 
‘This’ wfeful' journal of Swedith literature is divided into feverat 
fettions, ‘containing ‘ample reviews, and thort articles ‘of literary in- 
telligence. © Political publications appear to'have® beet’ very mumes 
rone in’ 1772. ‘The lifts of univerfity-dilfertations Wil prove ‘4e- 
ceptable to. many readers. Befides thofe, we here meet with tata- 
fogues of new copper-plates, maps, medals, &¢-' of ‘new Rast ee 
“sn Resta! 


tions, of academical prize queftions, and an appendix; ‘or 
rleous Accounts of fundry objects relating to Swedifh literate.” if 
of the learned pt Se ee ee 776 3am acount OF thi 
refent ftate of tyPeee praphy-in Sweden :-of the Swedith literary pas. 
Phy ob which thei firft’ appeared/in! 1745 ;) ai coricife hiktory cof 
Swedith poetry down to the year 1772. A hiltory and account of- 
Swedjih almanacs, down to the year 1780: ever firice 1749, the 
have been publithed under the aufpides of the. royal- aeadeMy ‘of 
fciencés, A catalogue of thé lectures in the univerfity of Ato, for 
5772=+1774 3 al account of the Humber ‘of ‘Rudéints at thigt univel- 
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fity, from 1771—1778: this number appears to have, on an aver. 

ted to 495. An account of the cuftoms of the Finn. 

landers, and of the ftate of learning among them. A concife hiftory 

‘of the Pimnlandifh verfion of the Bible... And of the new fociety 

inftituted at Stockholm for the improvement of the education of 

rite Line Collegii Diplomatico-Hiftorico-Politici, /iftentes vetus Fus 

4 cum hiflorice ennaratum, et ex qntiquis Monumentis et 

ris eat Diplomatibus illufiratum:. Audore A. Kluit, Antiquitatum 

mis diplomatice federati Belgit, Profefore Ordinario 
enfi. One Vol. in 8vo. Gates: ae 


work fe worthy of notice, as it appears to be the firft 
plication that has @ver yet appeared on the ancient political con- 

ftitution and government of ium; by which name the author 

- denates only the Seven United Provinces of the Dutch common- 

wealth, exc}ulively of their conquefts in the Spanifh Netherlands. 

Simonidis Carmen infcriptum meg Tovamwy, de Mulieribus. Recenfuit 

aque Animadverfonibus illufiravit Ge. Dav, Koeler. Prafixa eft 
Epifiola Che. G. Heyne. 103 Pages, in 8vo. Goettinge. 


-This confiderable fragment of Simonides (probably the elder, of 
Amorgus), bas been preferved by Stobseus; and publifhed in feveral 
collections of fmall Greek pieces, and fragments, and lately in Mr. 
Brunks’s-Analecta. It is here publifhed by Mr. Koeler, with a new 
tranflation, and with ufeful iMuftrative notes on every obfcure paf- 
‘fage. Profeflor Heyne’s inftructive letter prefixed to this publication, 
_ relates chiefly tothe condition of women in ancient Greece, fo dif. 
ferent from that in our modern times; and to the illuftrations of the 
poem, to. bederived from that difference. 









Mufei Franciani Defcriptio. Pars prior comprehendens Numifmata et 
Gemmas. ‘One Fol. of 430 Pages, in vo. Leipzig. 


The fir volume of the catalogue of a very famous cabinet, col- 
le&ted' by M. de France, and by his grand-daughter brought to Mr. 
de Hefs; who, Being, by the variety of his avocations, precluded 
from its enjoyment, appears to be inclined to part with it, but 
withes that the whole of it may be purchafed and preferved entire 
by fome prince or man of fortune. 

| The catalogue itfelf is elaborate and inftructive; and drawn up 
by conneifleurs; that ef the collection of the coins, by Mr. jofeph 
Eckhel ;, that of the gems, by profeflor Reitz of Leipzig. The col- 
legtion, of coins and medals is confined to gold and filver ones, efpe- 
Gjally. fuch ag ave fearce ; and none but genuine and well preférved 
coins, were. received into it. The number of all the coins amounts 
to. 1688 5, of which 695 are zold, and 679 filver coins of emperors ; 
the reft.of orher perfonages. Some (pecimens of the collection may 
he found.in the works :of. Froelich and Khel]. The number of 
gems. amounts to. 2683, and.that of cameos to 219. : 

~ The, fecond volume will contain: the catalogue of idols, bufts, 

héads, celievos,. vales, and other antiques, 
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Confiderations on the Aitorney-General’s Propofition for a Bill for 
the Eftablifbment of Peace with America. 8v0. 15s. 6d. 
Debrett. : | | 


os HIS writer is one of thofe who boldly enter the lifts, in 
the field of politics, with great zeal, but with a propor- 
tionable want of information and abilities. He inveighs againft 
the bill propofed by the late attorney-general, for effecting a 
truce with America; a bill, which, he affirms, is not only pre-, 
judicial, but entirely unneceflary. The. reafon for which he 
thinks it prejudicial, is, that it will expofe to our enemies our 
pacific intentions ; not reflecting, that they are. already. fuffici- 
ently manifefted by the recent addrefs tothe throne. That the 
propofed bill is unneceflary, he maintains upon the principle 
that the king is invefted with full powers to make peace or war, 
without the authority of parliament. But as the crown has no 
difpenfing power, by what-means, except by the concurrence of 
every branch of the legiflature, can thofe reftraining acts be re- 
pealed,. which have been paffed by parliament againft the re- 
volted colonies, and without the abrogation of which, no com- 
mercial intercourfe can be reftored between Great Britain and 
thofe provinces ? It would. be prudent in this writér, to confine 
himfelf henceforth to general inveftive, for which ‘he feems to 
be, tolerably qualified; and Jet him, if he pleafe, continue to 
enjoy the fatisfaction of wafting his obloquy againft an admi- 
niftration which is no more. 


A Letter to the Landed Gentlemen and Graziers of Liucolafbire. 
Svo. 15. Cadell. ; 


According to this writer, one principal caufe of the prefent 
redundancy of wool, is the great increafe made by the Lincolnfhire 
breeders, and others, in the coarfenefs of their fleeces, within 
thefe thirty years.- To remedy the evil, therefore, fo far # if 
depends on the abovementioned caufe, nothing-more is necefiary, 
than that they alter their mode of breeding, and for the future, 
grow their wool as near in quality ag circumftances will admit, 
to that which was produced in former times, when the Englifh 
wool was in great eftimation abroad. _ | 

Another caufe which he afligns for the prefent redundancy, is 
the exceeding low price of provifions for feveral years pait. Ont 
this account, he obferves, the manufacturers have not worked 
fo much as they are obliged to do in more fearce and dear tithes ; 
the confequence of which: is, that-a proportiohable. part of our 
raw materials lie unworked upon the grower’s hands, 

As the latter reafon affigned by this author, is directly repuge 
nant to general opinion, it is proper that we fhould inform our 
readers of the remark upon which his aflertion is founded. He 
Vor. LIII. April, 1782. ~X affirms 
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affirms. from experience, that there is not one manufadturer in 
twenty, efpécially in gréat trading: rownhs,:that will do more 
work in a week than will maintain himfelf and family.; ‘and that 
if he can purchale his provifions fo chedp. a8 to maintain him- 
felf and family with the wages of four days, he will.not work 
five. By this calculation one third of the manufacturer’s labour 
18 loft to the community ; confequently, ohe third. of our raw 
materials muft be upon hand, let the demand for our manuface 
tures be éver fo great. 

To remedy this iticonvénience, the atthor propofes, that » 
greater €neourdvement fhould bé #iven to the iriverition and ufe 
of thofe machines, by which oré man or child may do the work 
of feverat. ‘To advance the price of prtovifions (by gianting an 
_ €xportation of bread corn, &t:) fo high as to oblige thé manu- 

Fachirer to work fix inftead of four days in the Weék, and enable 
thé induftridus farther to maintain his family. . And, laftly, to 
take more effectual methods in thofe couiities, now chiefly ap- 
propriated to affrieulturé, for employing fuch of their poor as 
are able, and would be willing to work, if proper eriployment 
were provided for tiem. —- 

This writer gives additional authority to the opinion, that the 
€xportation of wool would be impolitic ; and we fhall leave. otir 
feaders to judge of the iméthods which he récommends in, the 
fooin of that expediéit. 


An Enquiry into the Nature and Qualities of Englifh Wools; and 
the Variations of Brecd in Sheep: With fome fhort Remarks on 
the Dean of Gloucefier’s Pamphlet on Coarfe Wodls ;. and Propo- 
fals for #elieving- the Wool-growers, by a Mode «which will not 
prejudice the Manufadurers. S8voe 15, Evans. 


It is'a misfortune attending the invefligation of any provinee 
fn fural economy, that thofe who are beft acquainted with the 
fubject, are, in general, but indifferently qualified for commu- 
‘nieative their ideas to the public. Hence it frequently happens, 
that in enquiries of this nature, we find probability fubitituced for 
fa&t, and opinion for conclufive argument. The-writer of the 
paitnphiet now before us, however; appears to be not only fur- 
nifed with’ extenfive obfervation, but with the capacity of fe- 
ledting: the mof pertinent. remarks, and of difplaying them to 
he belt advantage. We fhall therefore fubmit to our readers. a. 
few: of his reflexions on the important fabjee df which he treats.. 
it) He obfervés, that of all the various. breeds of fheep prodticed: 
‘Th this kingdom, there are only two: in which we are envied’b 
foreigtiers, on account of the wool they produce. One fort is. 
the’ theép of Suffeik; Norfolk, Northamptonfhire; Devonfiire, 
and particilarly Herefordfhire,: which are ali more or lefs re- 
matkable’ for the fienefs of theirfleeces, » The other kind is the 

Vftieép of Warwickthire and Lincolnthire, which are not pecutiar 
Gn che fitenefs of their wook but in the quantity which they. 
field‘ -berieg & @rawo: yaiwsth ad Ruav .% weet ie cateed 
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. Out authot is of opinion, that thoit¢h the excellence of the 
Rnelith woollen fanufactore may atife jelitly frota the fupe- 
tidticy of our Wools atid of our workitién; yet thé excellence of 
- our coarfe woollen manufacture arifes folely fronr otir artificers, 
For the juttnefs of this opinion he appeals to. the merchants and - 
manufacturers at Norwich, in Yorkfhire, Leicefter, Nerthamp- 
tomthire, &c. who confume the wools of the growth of Lincoln- 
fhire, in rhaking of fingle and double warp callimancoes, tam 
mies, damafks, and other articles. 

This writér coincides in opinion with thofe who aferibe the 
= of wool to thé climate, and the nature of the pafture ; 
and, fot this teafon, he thinks that the parliament ought to be 
Wéll informed of the natire of a common, before an act be 
paffed for its inclofure: 

The atithot of thé Enqtity expreffes the ftrongeft affuratice, 
fhat the beft méthod of relieving the wool-growers is, by pro- 
thotitig as nruch as poffible, the exportation of woollen manu- 
factares ; towards which énd, hé mentions forme particulars for 
thé Cohfidetation of govétnmeént. He difo makes fevéral ju- 
Gicidus fémarks on the deafi of Gloucefter’s pamphlet on coarft 
Wools; fot which it is proper that we refer our reader to the 


Etiquiry. 

A Vindication of the Political Principles of Mr. Locke: in Anfwer 
to the Objedtions of the rev. Drs Tucker, Dean of Glocefter. By 

 Sofeph Towtrs, L1L.D. Sve. 25. Robinfon. 


The author of this traét examines the pfintipal obje@ions 
which have been alledged by the dean of Glocefter, againft the 
political principles of Locke; and evidently proves, that the 
dean has miffépféfentéd thofe principles; that the fertiments 
6f Mr. Locké are foundéd on reafon,; truth, and juftice ; and 
4hat his fame Will continue to be réverenced, wherever learning, 
liberty; afd vifttte; fhall be held in eftimation. 

This writer, whe is a zealous Lockian, concludes: his. vindi- 
cation in thefe terms : ; 

‘ Whatever propenfity there may be in fome others, as well 
as in Dr, Tucker, to fpeak difrefpectfully of the political fenti- 
ments of Mr. Locke, it is certain, that 1t.was to fuch principles 
as his, though not carried to their full extent, that we were in« 
debted for the revolution. It was from an adherence to fueh 

inciples that Great Britain derived that dignity, and fame, 
and fplendour, by which, fince that period, fhe has been. diftin- 
guifhed. It is to a defertion-of thefe principles, that we owe our 
prefent national degradation. It is to a defertion of thefe prin- 
ciples, that we owe the lofs of America. And if thefé princi- 
ples are generally neglected and difregarded by the people of 
this country, that publie freedom, by which we have .been fo 
eminently and fo honourably characterized, cannot be of any 
long Continudnce; our dignity and reputation as a people, and 
our national fehcity, mult be re towards a period,’ 

a . We 
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» We fhall not trouble our readers with a particular view of our 
author’s arguments and obfervations, as we have already carried 
them over the fame ground, in our account of Dr. Tucker’s 
performance *, | | 


A Seaman’s Remarks on the Britifh Ships of the Line, from the 
tft of Fanuary, 1756, to the iff of January, 1782, With 
fome Occafonal Obfervations on the Fleet of the Houfe of Bourbon. 
8vo. 6d. Debret. Lee 


- 'The period to which thefe remarks relate, extends from the 
aft of January, 1756, to the ift of January, 1782. The au- 
thor, after obferving the. prefent inferiority of the Britifh navy 
to thofe of France and Spain, imputes this effect to the two fol- 
lowing caufes, namely, the breaking up, or converting-a great 
number of fhips of the line into ftore-fhips, hulks, and break- 
waters, without building a fufficient number to replace them ; 
and to the leaving fhips of the line for a confiderable time on the 
ftocks, from an idea of feafoning their timbers, and of render- 
ing them of longer duration, .He contends, that, from the ex- 
perience of former times, green fhips. prove equally ferviceable 
with thofe which are allowed. to remain long on the ftocks in 
building ;. and therefore, that fhips may be built much. fafter, 
than they could be according to the plan which has been prac- 
tiéed for fome years. ‘lhe author gives lifts of the fhips in the 
Britifh fleet at different periods, for upwards of twenty years ; 
and of the French and Spanith fleets, at diftin& times, within 
-thefe twelve years. : ; : 


ek OF Oe ON SE oe, 


A Sermon preached before the hon. Houfe of Commons, at-$t, Mar- 
gare?’s Weftminfter, on Friday, February 8, 1782: being the 
Day, appointed, by his Mayefty’s Proclamation, for a general Faf. 
By Thomas Dampier, D.D. 4t0o.. 15. Payne and Son. 


The author explains and enforces thefe words of the prophet 
Ezekiel: * Repent, and turn yourfelves from all your fins, fo 
iniquity fhall not be your ruin.’’ Chron. xviii. 30. He fhews 
the certainty and juftice of an over-ruling Providence ; and ob- 
ferves, that if we reflect on the Divine difpenfations with 
“refpeét to other nations, we fhall find little difficulty in account- 
ing for the diftrefs and calamity under which we now labour; 
that, the fame-caufes will uniformly produce the fame effeé ; 
that it is not probable God’s juflice will permit us to continue a 
profperous-and. happy, when we ceafe to be a wife and under- 
ftanding people.—Thefe and the Irke obfervations naturally lead 
-* bin to-confider the political and. moral ftate of this kingdom ; 
and to.fhew the happy effects which would ‘arife from a gerieral 
‘ reformation, or a {pirit of national virtue. | 
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19092" See Crit. Rey, For April, 1781, 
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Chrifian Knowledge an univerfal Privilege: A Sermon, preached ‘ 
‘October 9, 1778, with a Defign of promoting a Charity School 


in Warrington. Second Edition, with fome neceffary Alterations. 
_ By Edward Owen, M: A. 8vo. 1s. Lowndes. | 


The firft edition of this difcourfe was publifhed in 1779, — 


for.the benefit ‘of a charity-fchool at Warrington.. The au- 
thor, from Mat. xi. 5. ¢ The poor have the gofpel preached unto 
them,” takes occafioa to ai ol the nature of, the gofpel asa 


written fyftem of religion; the neceflity of our concurrence, . 


with the means of grace ; the fitnefs of fuch feminaries, as the 
eftablifhment at Warrington, for the bef purpofes of morality 


and religion ; and the cafualties and diftreffes. incident to par, 


rents, to whom the bufinefs of education originally belougs. 


_ This is a very refpectable performance. Another, by the | 


fame author, which came to us asa feparate publication, and 
is mentioned in our laft Review, and appears to much more ad-- 


vantage, when it is confidered as a fequel to the prefent, calcu-. 


lated to promote the fame laudable inftitution. | 


Helps for, Short Memories; confifting of Maxims, Rules, Prover-.. 
bial Sayings, Sc. in Profe and Verfe; fele&ed from the beft Au- 


thors. 12mo. 6d. Milne. 


Thefe maxims feem to have been collected by fome faint of 
the Tabernacle, Take a fpecimen:: 


‘« The reproaches of ‘Chrift are precious. It is better to be 


preferved in brine, than rot in honey. 


-¢ Temptations fhould fend a faint to his caftle, as the fight of 


a dog frightens the rabbit to the doroxgh [he means éurrow'. 

¢ Oh, how many thread-bare fouls are there to be found un-. 
der filken coats and {carlet robes ! 

* The Old arid New Teftaments, like the two breafts of the 
fame woman, give the fame milk. _ » sa 

¢ When the coat of a fainr is cleaneft, the devil is moft de- 
firous to roll him in the mire.’ 


Such fanatical obfervations ferve only to make books of piety | 


ahd morality ridiculous and contemptible. 


CONTROVERSIAL, 


An Effay on the Law of Celibacy impofid on she Clergy of the Ro." 
man. Catholic Church, and obferved in all the religious Orders” 


‘abroad. 8vo0. 35. fewed. Rivington. 


In this tract the learned author has proved; that a life of ce-— 


libacy, as enjoined to the clergy and religious in Roman Catho- 
lic countries, is neither countenanced, nor even implied, in the 


Scriptures; that itis not founded on the known practice of the 


apottles, or others, in the firft and pureft ages of Chriftianity ; 


that it never was univerfally obferved at any. period of time; 


that whenever a motjon was made to introduce jt asa general 


law, this always met with oppofition, and was protefted againft 
by many, as highly injudicious and oppreffive ;, that it has been. . 


upheld by a falfe idea of the exceilence of virginity, and a pre- 
X 3 ‘pofterous 
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ofteraus. notion of the uncleannefs of marriage, derived from 
the illuficns of heretics, and a mifconception oF the facred writ- 
ings; that, confidering the ftare of man and his various duties 
to God, his‘neighbour, and himfelf, it is of little fervice towards 
his’ arriving at the perfection taught in the Chriftian law ; that 
it‘has occafioned infinite abufes ; that being originally founded 
on prejudice, it has been handed down by the fame ynequitable 
means ; that it is an unnatural ftate, deftruétive of the happinefs 
of individuals and of fociety, whether it be confidered jn.a'mo- 
ral, a phyfieal, or a political light; that the vows of religion, 
as they are termed in Roman Catholic countries, have no om 
‘dation in Scripture, even as evangelical councils ; that there ac- 
tually is no vow of continency either tendered to, or taken by, 
‘the fecular clergy abroad, nor by thofe who engage in fome reli- 
gious orders; that if there were, it ought, in certain circum- 
ftances,'to be efteemed of no validity or obligation ; that the 
church~has- no authority to declare the marriage of the cler 
null and void; that if any of their clergy fhould aétually enter 
jnto the marriage ftate, this facred contract could never be re- 
{cinded without a crime, &c. 

‘’ The reader, who has a tafte for fubjects of this kind, will find 
entertainment in this tract. ‘The author very properly explains 
' thofe texts of Scripture, which are ufually cited in favour ef ce- 
libacy ; makes fome juft obfervations on the weaknefs and fuper- 
ftition of fome of the fathers on this fubjeét ; gives a fummary 
view of the‘origin of the monaftic life ; and oceafionally throws 
in a variety of pertinent remarks on other parts of the Roman 
Catholic difcipline. | 


Swiftures on a Pamphlet, entituled, “ The State and Behaviour of 
~ Englifh Catholics, from the Reformation ta the Year 1780." 
Sve. 25. Dilly. 


_, The author, of this: pamphlet daes not attempt to give the 
_»public a formal refutation of the tra¢t, entitled, The State and 
. ,ehaviour of the.Englifh Catholics ; he makes only fome occa- 
>. fional firiétures upon it; and Jabours more particularly to vin- 
..@icate the Proteftant A flociation againft the author’s infinuations, 
~»xelative te the rigtsin June, 1780. For. this purpofe he enters 
into a,lang detail of the proceedings of the affaciation ; and en- 
- deayours, to. make it appear, that the riots were probably ‘ a 
1. preconcerted fcheme of the Roman Catholics, to bring an odium 
. on, the Proteftant. A ffociation.’ é 

-_ 4, Af, this was a concerted fcheme, which is by no means prox 
..bable, the impartial reader will naturally afk, hy the aflociators 


had not the prudence to counteract fuch a fcheme, by ap- 
pointing a felect committee to deliver their petition, without the 
idle parade of twenty thoufand affociates. For furely it required 
- mo. great fhare of facacity to forefee, that, probably fome ill con- 
fequences might. arife. from affembling fuch a. multitude, and 
- thatea number of wolves would certainly take that gpportunity 
to mix with the lambs, : : 
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The Apology.of Theophilus Lindfey, M. A. on refigning the Ficar- 
* te Catterich, Yorkfbire. The Fourth Edsion.” With fome 
additional Hlufirations. Sve. 3:  Joknfons- | 


Tn this edition the ayther has added feveral illuftrations, and 

‘made corrections and improvements in different parts. Inflead 
of the original, inferted in former éditions, he has giyen ap 
Englifh tranflation of the Latin letter, which John Fox, the 
Pious and learned martyrologift, wrote to queen Elizabeth, en- 
treating her to fave from the flames two untortunate Dutch ana- 
baptifts, condemned for herefy, who-had fled hither from thew 
own country for refuge. 
_ This yery confeientious and refpectable writer informs -his 
readers, that, though it is now more than eight years fince he 
relinquifhed his benefice, and withdrew from the. ¢ftablithed 
church, he has found no reafon to change his opinion ; but, on 
the contrary, that in reading the facred writings frefh conviction 
thas poured in upon him, and ftill more confirmed him in. his 
perfuafions. : 


ME D 1 C AL. 


Curfory Remarks on the Nature and Caufe of the Marine Scurvy. 

: Ato. 25. 6d. Baldwin. a 
_ This treatife contains an ingenious theoretical difquifition into 
the nature and caufe of the {curvy. In regard to the method of 
cure, the author endeavours to eftablifh, upon fcientific prip- 
ciples, the utility of acids, and of vegetable diet ; the refource 
which experience has confirmed to be not’ only the effectual 
means of cure, but of prevention. 


Short Striciures on the Method of Treatment recommended by Dr. 
Dawyfon, in the Acute Rheumatifm. By Thomas Sanden, M.D. 
I2mo. 1s. Payne and Son, 7 


It has been the fafhion of the prefent age to inyefligate new 
remedies, rather than to appro riate and limit the ufe of thofe 
which are already known *, We turn therefore with pleafure 
to the prefent attempt of this candid and ingenious author, Every 
intelligent practitioner has lamented, chat Br Dawfon’s remedy 
has not the pretences to infallibility, with which it ‘has béen 
adorned ; and reflected, with fome indignation, on his loofe and 
indifcriuminate recommendation of it. Our author, with appa- 
rent complaifance to Dr. Dawfon, though tempered with fome 
critical feverity, has informed us that the yolatile tin@uté of 
guaiacum will probably be hurtful ip a high degree of inflamina- 
tory diathefis ; that its ufe will not faperteds bleeding ; and that 
jt may be even dangerous, before the violence of the fever be’ re- 


. = * 





* A ftriking inftance of this rage for novelty, is a late printed cir- 
cular letter to the molt sefpeG@table phyficians in England, recom- 
mending TRAIN Ol for the rhenmatifm, in the doje of an ounce 
“three times-a day.—The remédy is nothing elfe, théugh décorated 

with the pompovs name cf O]. Jecoris Afelli; or, Oil of the Liver 

gf the Cod fith. vile, ana & ass 
X 4 moved, 
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moved, by extending the inflammation to the nobler parts. We ; 
agree with him in this opinion, as it coincides with our own ex- 3 
perience. ‘The fatal peripneumony induced, from its ufe, though 
bleeding had been repeatedly ufed, alarmed Dr, Sanden, and 
was the caufe of the prefent remarks: the. hiftory is, however, 
a proof of the candour of the practitioner, and no difcredit to 
his fkill, as the remedy was well adapted to the difeafe, and the 
everit was certainly affifted by the injudicious interpofition of the 
relations. | 


Au Account of a fafe and efficacious Medicine in Sore-Eyes and 
Eye-Lids. By Thomas Dawfon, M. D. 8v0. 15. Johnfon,” 


~The following is the prefcription for the topical remedy re- 

; @ _ ‘commended by this author. 

* — '& Butyr. Z viii. Aq. Fort. Comp. Argent. viv. ana {5i. 
Camphor. 311. Butyro liquefacto & in coagulum denuo 
tendenti, injice argentum vivum in Aq. Forti folutum, 
& Camphoram ‘in Ol, Olivarum .3ii. folutam,. diligenter 
agitans in mortario marmoreo donec refrixerint, ut f. 8. a. 
Unguent. , 

ARS Re gee ee 
The Galeniad. A Satirical Poem. to. 15. 6d. 


From this apothecary’s fhop, be the patient ever fo fond of 
poetical phyfic, a. dofe or two may fuffice: take therefore, .O 
fick reader, the following lines, which may ferve as emetic or 
_ Narcotic. bE a4 ? 

‘ The rifen wight prepares, without delay, 
Vatt loads of compounds, for the dreadful day. 
4 In various fhapes to transform drugs he toils, 
Infufes fenna; bark Peruvian boils; 
A fanguine tincture of dry’d rofe-leaves makes ; 
And Myrrha’s tears for an elixir takes ; 
Of fome makes powders, and ef others pills ; . 
Then vacant bottles with weak waters fills. 
| No waters ftrong, no cordial drop was there 
To cheer: his fpirits, to o’erwhelm his care.’ 








Here the poet, we may obferve, takes the liberty to change 
transform into transform, for the fake, we fuppofe, of harmony 
and good meafure. He afterwards, for the fame reafon, changes 
abdomen into abdomen. | 

¢ A flefhy wight the cholic chanc’d to feize, 
_. Six draughts were fent his 4domen to eafe,’ ae 
A little after he-calls the glusaai glitei., a 
¢ Fixft well the pipe he with pomatum fmear’d, 
‘Then *twixt the g/ut@i for the anus leer'd 5 
‘and in another place terms ‘his quack doctors not empirics, but 
Cmpirics: “igh i ate) 





¢ Since 
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* Since man’s fo weak fuch follies to believe’ 
> No wonder then that émpirics deceive.’ 


"This, and indetd the whole poem, is not in the common ftyle 5 2 
but as the author has given his work the title of the Galeniad, 
he, probably, thought it incumbent on him to /a/k throughou 
like an apothecary. 


Abelard to Eloifa: A Postic Epifile. 410. 15 Bew. 


Since the firft publication of Pope’s elegant Epiftle from 
Eloifa to Abelard, we have had a variety of anfwers. to, and 
imitations.of it... 

Though laft not leaft in dulnefs is the performance helen us 
which, like the unfortunate writer of it, is weak, neryelefs, a 
deprived of all power to pleafe, of which the’ following lines 
may ferve as proof pafitive. 


¢ Ah Abelard 


Here the reader will pleafe to obferve Abelard quits Eloifa, and 
addreffes himfelf: 
¢ Ah! Abelard, fhould this induce belief, 
Your eyes would plied with {wifter rills of "grief. 
Did you refolve to write, with pious zeal, 
To quench her love, and your exilement feal 2 
No, not to heav’n itfelf [ can refign, 
On earth at leaft fhe fhall be wholly mine ; 
Nor floods, nor fire, nor force of kindred foes, 
The charmer’s invitation fhould oppofe : 
To my deferted moyrning love I'll fly, 
Prefs her warm heart, and on her kiffes die. 
Sever’d an age, the thought once more to meet, 
Once more our old endearments to repeat, 
Infpires with hatred to reftraining walls, 
My vow diffolves, and all the man recalls.” 


_ Exilement is to be fure a pretty poetical word, and fi IS in= 
vitation; but not half fo pretty as the ornaments:of :the\addey, 
as recorded towards the end of the poem, where Abelard 
fays: / 
saee Could my dear Rloife the abbey view, 

She would not think that facred name its due. 

What ornaments adorn the pompous doors ? a 

The feet of hinds, and horrid heads of boars : 

Of hideous animals the hides appear, OE in 

The cells at beft are hung with fkins of deer.’ 


We refer thofe who are defirous of farther information con- 
cerning the merit of this poem, to the.work itfelf, and fhall'onl 
obferve, thatthe author. may. juitly apply to! himfelf the. € word 
of his own Abelard.. nad’) 


¢ Cold is my blood, my pulfe inadive's grown, 
I am. indeed allied to ftupid ftone.” ae 
The 
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The Chrifiaa: @ Pogns iz Four Books. By Charles Crawford, 
Ejg., v0. 2% .Dadiley.. ay. 
_Waller’s celebrated reply to king Charles, who reproached 
him for writing better yerfes on Oliver Cromwell: than on him- 
felf; viz, ‘ We poets always fucceed better in fiction than in 
truth,’ may, with propriety be applied to nine in ten of aur re- 
ligious poets, who abfurdly endeavour to recommend the fub- 
lime .truths of Chriftianity by difguifing them in bad verfes ; 
and amaagit thefe may be numbered the pious author ef the pre- 
fent indifferent rhimes, who has taken a great deal of pains to 
prove what we were long fince convinced of, that a pepr poet 
may be a very good Chiiftian ; ayd for this purpofe has laboured 
through aboye a hundred pages, producing through the whole 
fearce any thing better than the following burlefque defcrippion 
of one of our Saviour’s miracles. 
4 





when the people moved by his fame, 
With all their fick to his retirement came ; 

And ftaid enwrapt in wonder and in thought, 
“Tall they were helplefs as the fick they brought ; 
He pitied rhem, and empty thoufands fed, 
With a few difhes, and a little bread. 

O vatt delight! O feaft of extafy ! 

How *bove compare to trivial joy to fee | 
Thus his lov’d flock, the heay’nly fhepherd fed, 
And fimile ferenely in the gracious deed.’ 


If our readers chyfe to have any more: religious feafts of this 
kind, let them repair to the work itfelf; in the perufal of which 
we fincerely wifi them what we could not ourfelves find, much 
entertaininent. o* 

DRA M™M ATIC. 

The Belles Stratagem, a Comedy, as atted gt the Theatre-Royal 
in Covent-Garden. By Mrs. Cowley. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Cadell. 
The merit of this piece, which has already been in poffeflion 

ef the ftage. for twa feafons, is fo univerfally known and acknow- 

edged, that it 1s unneceffary for us to fay any thing more con- 
cerning it, than that it is the bef dramatic production of a fe- 

_. male pen which has appeared fince the days of Centhivre, to whom 

Mrs. Cowleyis atv leaft equal in fable-and charaéter, and ‘far 

fuperior in eafy dialogue and pprity of diction. 


Variety; a Contedy,'in Five A&s: as it is performed at the Fheatre- 
Royal iz Drury-Lane. Svo. 15. 6d, Becket. 
We know not why this piece was entitled Variety, unlefs it 
‘is -becaufe every act has the appearance of a feparate play, and 
they are all independent of, and unconnetted with each 
other. The wholes without plot, charaéter, fentiment, diétion, 
or any one thing requifite for true comedy ; it has, notwithftand- 
_ing, been made-part of onrwinter eptertainment at one of the 
theatres, and- is now boldly fubmitsed to. public ane nor 
thoug 
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though it has at the fame time fo little merit, “that thofe 
who fay it on the flage never imagined that the author would 
hazard its appearance in the clofet, and thofe who read it these, 
can hardly fuppofe thar fuch a piece could eyer haye been 
repref@nted. : - ee 
The Miniature-Pi@ure, a Comedy in Three Ads; performed at the 
Theatre-Royal, Drury-Lane. Swvo. 1s. 6d. Riley. 

This little production not having been originally intended for 
the ftage, has, doubrlefs, a peculiar claim to the eandeur of exi- 
ticifm ; but it would be injurious to the Prologue and Epilegue, 


particularly the former, to deny their being entitled to greater 


praife than what flows from any degree of indulgence. 


Songs, Duets, Trios, Sc. in the Carnival of Venice, a Comic 
pera 3 4s it is performed at the Thegtre-Reyal, in Drury-Lang. 

Bvo. Od, Baldwin. 

The mufical pieces in this dramatic produgtion difcaver a fi, 
rit of poetry fuperior to what may ufually be abferved in a co- 
mic operas. Norcan we, therefore, with-hold from Mr, Tickell, 
in refpedt to thefe efforts of his genius, the approbation 'which 
we have formerly beftowed on his exertions of a different na- 
ture, | 


Sougs, Duets, Trios, €8c. in the Banditti, a Comic Opera’; as it 
is performed at the Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. Bvo. bd. 
Cadell. | (4 ’ 
Thefe fongs, confidered relatively, may claim.a degree of 

merit, to which they are not entitled in quality of poetical com- 

pofitions ; and though they be not calculated to touch the nobler 
or more delicate feelings of the mind, they are not defticute of 

{uch a portion of humour, as renders them fubfervient to the 

purpofe of theatrical entertainment. 

Chit-Chat, or the Peugnce of Polygamy, An Interlude, performed 

‘ at the Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. By B. Waluyn. v0. 
6d. Murray, — : | 
The defign of this interlude is to fatyrife the do&trine of The- 
lyphthora, which, it muft be acknowledged, is not unjufly 
made an object of ridicule, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A foort Hiffory of the Brown-tail Moth, the Caterpillars of which 
are at prefent uncommonly numerous and defiryctive in the Vicinit 
of the Metropalis, By William Curtis. 4t0. 156d. White. 
The infect, of which Mr. Curtis gives amaccount, is the ca- 
terpillar, fo uncommonly frequent this feafon, in the. neighbour- 
heed of London. Various are the opinions and affertions, which 
haye been dcliyered of this phenomenon in the public papers, 
Some have gone fo far as ro affirm, that they afford a»prefage 
of the os ; and others, that their numbers are-fo great, as to 


threaten the deftruction of every fpecies of vegetable, Jniorder 
ee to 
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to difpel thefe groundlefs apprehenfions, Mr. Curtis has been in- 
duced to favour the public with the natural hiftory of this cater- 
pillar. He obferves, in the firft place, that the infect in queftion 
18 not new in this country ; being every year very i, 
and that it is alfo indigenous in many other parts of Eftrope.: 
Its nature, he fays, is to feed on trees and fhrubs, from which, 
and not from herbaceous plants, it always derives its fuftenance ; 
and the grafs is, therefore, in no danger of being deftroyed «by 
its ravages. Mr. Curtis is of opinion, that the only mifchief. 
which thefe caterpillars are capable of occafioning, is to deprive 
particular trees and fhrubs of their foliage and bloffoms. But he 
has found by repeated obfervation, that thofe trees and fhrubs, 
though entirely ftripped by the infects, have not confequently 
been killed. On the contrary, as foon as the caterpillars have" 
removed to change to chryfalis, the trees and fhrubs have put 
forth frefh foliage.. The only lofs which the owner can fuftain 
from the depredation committed by the infeéts on trees which 
dre not cultivated for the fake of their fruit, is fome check’ to 
their growth, and a temporary deprivation of the beauties of 
fpring and autumn. But in refpect of fruit-trees, the injury is: 
more effential.—Mr. Curtis afterwards gives a fhort and diftiné 
account of the natural hiftory of this infect, illuftrated with a 
coloured. plate of the.caterpillar, in the. various flages of its ex- 
iftence, from the egg ta the moth, and the ftate in which it is 
deftroyed by the ichneumon-fly. 


An Effay on the Nature and Exiftence of a Material World. Small 
Lictha 8vo. 35+ Becket. : 


This Effay is. dedicated to Dr. Prieftley and Dr. Price, as it 
ig an enquiry into one of the points, which have been difcuffed 
by thofe philofophers. But the author is not a convert to their 
opinions. He adopts.a different fyftem : : 

‘ I honeftly think, fays he, you have got into fome fituations, . 
out of which it is impoffible to extricate yourfelves, incumbered 
as yoware with fucha load of matter, a whole world upon your 
fhoulders. I fhould be very happy in compelling you to relin- 
quifh it, and in reducing you to the fpiritual condition, in which 
Iam, without one particle of folid matrer, or a fingle repulfive 
fphere. Were'you to oblige me to refume this grofs world, I 
Sole that the burden would check my alacrity ; and. perhaps 
your, minds, were they compelled to. lay it afide, which feel 
themfelves fomewhat uncomfortable, ftalking about like fpectres, 
without a rag of matter to caft over them. But time, doubtlefs, 
would wear that off. Souls have a great talent at conforming 
to neceffity” ae 

Tt is the purpofe of this Effay, continves the author, to fet 
afide matter, as being one great fource of confufion. ‘¢ The’ 
ideal fy{tem is accounted ‘an hypothefis unfupported by faés. [I 
adopt it from an opinion, that it is the only fy{tem of metaphy-’ 
fics, that contains nothing hypothetical ; and give it ny ee 
Sy, : becaufe 
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becaufe of the modefty of its pretenfions, never outltepping ex- 
Ra and remaining in ignorance and doubt, where this 
ails.’ : | 

In thefe {pecilations, it is fometimes no eafy matter to deter- 
mine, whether this writer is in jeft or earneft; but we fuppofe 
him in jeit. 
_ .* The difputes of metaphyficians, as he obferves, fomewhat 
refembles the game at blindman’s buff. Every one is blinded in 
turn, and the -reft endeavour to drive him into fome blunder ; 
and fhould he tumble over a ftool, or be brought to the light, 
with his face blacked, or his perriwig in diforder, who can 
ehoofe but laugh? Toa man, that fets about this work with a 
ferious heart, it may, indeed, be a very awkward thing to be 
caught in fuch a ridiculous fituation.’ a ae 

The philofophers already mentioned have certainly been amuf- 
ing themfelves with this fort of paftime. One of them, with 
the dexterity of a magician, feems to have metamorphofed every 
object around him, and by the influence of his wand, divefted 
tables and chairs, men and animals, of their ancient properties. 
The fpeétators, in aftonifhment at thefe operations, have fcarcely 
known, whether they themfelves pofleffed either fouls or bodies, or 
were only fo many centres of attraction and repulfion, If, in fuch 
a wild and promifcuous fcene of things, where, according to our 
author, they tumble over the ftools, any one of the party lofes 
an eye, or fractures his fkull, he muft not complain of thé im- 
pofition, or the turbulence of his companions, ‘The philofopher 
will prove to a demonftration, that the difafter.is brought. upon 
him by an irrefragable chain of caufes, and that it is the effect 
of invincible necetlity, ‘This doétrine feems indeed to be ye- 
futed by the experience of mankind. But the doctor at once 
checks the petulance of gainfayers, by telling them, that they 
do not underftand the plan of his operations ; and that what 
they call blindman’s buff is a philofophical entertainment. 


The Elements of the Conic Sefious, as preparatory to ‘the Reading 
Sir lfaac Newton's Frincipia. By S. Vince, A. M. Svo.. 25. 6d. 
Rivington. 

The Principia of Newton is a book univerfally read and ad- 
mired by all thofe who have any tafte for mathematical and phi- 
lofophical learning, But as the concife manner in which. itis 
written, and the difficulty of the fubjects treated on, are almoft 
infurmountable obftacles to young beginners, every attempt to 
render it more familiar and eafy is highly laudable, and worthy 
of commendation. , 

Several writers of the greateft eminence have, from time to 
time, devoted themfelves to this tafk; and from their comments 


-and illuftrations, the ftudent may derive confiderable advantage. | 


But with all the affiftance which has hitherto been given, this 
work is only to be read by thofe who have made a previous ac- 
quaintance with feveral other branches of mathematical know- 


ledge , 
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ledgé; The coriic feCtions; in particular, até indifpébfibly ré: 
ecHary; ahd thofe whe have hot made themfelves miafters of this 
fubject, will find the prefent fmall, but judicious performaficé, 
of the atiott ferticée to them. The duthét has dtawn tp his 
Work, in 4 eoncife; méthodical, and petfpictious thatmér; and 
. by confining himielf to fuch properties of the curvés, as dré 
emiéfiy fequitéd in the Pfincipia; has made it a ufeful and valu- 
able inttodd€tion to that admirable performance. 

The only €2céptioii; in pomt of elégaticé, is that hé has fot- 
lowed too much the examplés of fome modern authors, im load- 
ine his boek with corollaries; whith cértainly ought hevér to bé 
admitted bir when they aré obvious and nécéflary dédudions 
from thé propofitions which précedé them. Corollatiés dre truths 

rained from former demonftrations ; to thtroduce theft, thére- 

te; When they requiré fatther proof and explanation, or to 
échtiect them with definitions, is excéedingly improper and ufi- 
scientific. 


Biographical Memoirs of William Ged; including a particular c+ 
‘eount of bis Progrefs in the Art of Block-Printiag. 800. 15. 

Nicholls, - 

' "The defigh of this publiéation is to refeue from oblivion fome 
authentic documents of an ihgénious though unfuccelsful invén- 
tion, and forme fugitive memtoits of the ihvehtot and. his family. 

The method of block-printing, firft prattifed by thé Chineft 
and fapanéfe, and putfued by Fauftus, in his firft effays in the 
dré 6f printing, before thé mote excellént method of ufing fe- 
paraté types had been devifed by him atid Schoéffet, was per- 
foraied by engraving the léettérs upon blocks of wood, contain- 
fig a pagé of the work which was to be printed. In this man- 
nér the Spéculum Morienhtirum; and other maculaturés of the 
art, were executed. 

In the year t72s, Mr. William Ged, a goldfinith at Edin- 
burgh, contrived a fcheme of the fame nature, but with a very 
gréat improvemént, ih ordet to facilitate the printing of Bibles, 

iithoni-prayer-books, Claffics, &c. 3 

But inftead of an engraving, he had the firft page compofed 
$a the afual way. Thé form Wai thé covered with fome fort 
ef gypfum ; which, after it was hardened, bécamie a complica- 

tion of matri¢es, for cafting a whole page in a fingle piece. By 
Fépeated experiniénts he beeamé fo Expert in this new contriv- 
ahcé, that he is faid to have bééu able to make plates for half a 
fheet in lefs than two hours, withéut doing thé leaft mjury to 
the types ; fo that they might be immediately ufed for the com- 
pofition of another page. And ho differéticé, we aré told, could 
be perceived between ah impréffien ftom his plates, and one 
from the types: New types, he obférvés, were/much better for 
his putpofe than thofé whith had béch wed before, and fmeared 
- with mk, : | 

| With 
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With the affiftancé of fis fon, Janes Ged, whom le bred # 
printér, né completed plates fer an edition of Salldft, which 
was printed at EdinBiitgh, in $745. Arter vatioiis difsppoints 
miénts; lofles, and modrtifieations, if thé ptiffuit of bis projetty 
this infénious man died about the year i7g6. His two fonsy 
Jamés arid William; who Were both piintersy didd in Jamaic#? 
the fornvét in 1749, atid thé latter in 1767. A davighitet of hisy 
we beliéve, is fill litiig. hi , % 
Befideés the cafe aitd expédition,; with whith sew itiprefions 
of books may be prinitéd tipon Mr. Géd’s plans theré'is alfo this 
ddvantagt attending it; that aé éaeh plate 12 afd in Prijitiie only 
a findle page, the letters dré hot (8 mitieh Wort, ds they are in 
thé cotiinion Way; by bei répeatédly Em ployed it a Voluniinows 
work. The type will theréfore preférve its beatity, with the wt 
métt uniformity, throughout the-lreeft ifprefiions. On thé 
other hatid; the difficulty of correctitig miftakes; the expeneé 6f 
fo. many plates, arid the cate required for kéeprg thet without 
injury fdr future oecafions; are objections, which will probably 


detét any oné fiom attéivipting to révive this itgeniovs inven- 


tion. 


War with the Senfes ; or; Free Thonghts on Snuff-takings Svoe 
3 6d. Wilkie. 


This writer reprobates the habit of {nuff-taking upon two ¢on- 
fiderations ; firft, as being unfeemly to the eyes, and fecondly, 
as it may affect the pronunciation. Whatever ‘indulgéncé may 
be sfanted to the moderaté ufe of fnuff, we readily agree with 
thé duthor; that the abufe of it, efpecially in the fair-fex, is 
juiily an objeé of cénfure, The pamphiet eoncludes-~with a few 
words oh ehewing and fitioaking tobateo; pfactices whith, 
proving falutary to fonie conftitutions, thé author feéitis inclined 
to regard a$ worthy of toleration, at leaft as more juflifiable. 


Dear Variety. Suited to all Ages and Conditions in Life. . By Ge 
Wright, Efg. imo... 2s. Wilkins. : 
A collection of fhort effays and extracts from various publica 
tions, in profe and verfe, printed on coarfe paper, and confe-+ 
iently fuited to the tafte of thofe readers; whofe library’ cén- 
dts of a few mifcellanédus and pious books om the marntel- 


piece. } 
Ah Engitity into the Authenticity of the Poems afcribed td Ofiani 
With a Reply to Mr. Clark’s Anfier, By W. Shaw, A. Me 
F.S.A. 800. 13.6d. Murray, = ; 


This difpute, which commenced with a plaufible appearance, 
has, at length, like moft controverfies, even of the literary kind, 
degenerated into perfonal feurrility. The fubject of litigation: 
remains in the fame ftate as before; nor can we find in the whole 
of this reply, any fact or argument, which is likely to bring it 
to a determination. Some of the charges produced againft Mr. 
Shaw he here denies, fome he retorts, and fome he endeavours 

3 to 
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to evade ; but none of his allegations is fupported by any other 
evidence than his own. Mr. Shaw appears even to have fhifted - 
the original ground of the controverfy ; for the difpute is pro- 
perly not concerning the exiftence of Gaelic manufcripts, but 
concerning the tran{miffion, from age to age, of the poems of 
Offian, by. oral communication. The opponents of Offian al- 
ledge, it is extremely improbable that poems of fo great length 
could have been preferved through fo many centuries, without 
being committed to writing. ‘The fact may appear extraordi- 
, but ‘it is not incredible ; the truth of it has even been 
affirmed by evidence of good authority. Nay, Mr. Shaw appears 
to have been formerly fatisfied of the poffibility of the fact: for 
he has already told us, that one of his objeéts, in his journey 
, _ through the Highlands was to obtain ancient poems by means of 
recitation. We cannot admit, that 47s mifcarriage in this at- 
tempt, is any proof that the poetry of Offian is not to be found 
in the mouths of many of the Highlanders: for he acknow- 
legés, that the inhabitants were prejudiced againft him; and in 
fuch circumftances, it was not to be expected, that they would 
prove very liberal in their communications. 
















































To the Critical Reviewers. 


Gentlemen, : 

The ftriking contraft between the two verfions of the Hymn to 
Ceres, feems to have efcaped your notice, or you wifhed to tem- 
per your critical feverity with anill-timed humanity.—— Mr. L. 
appears to have, in a very flight degree, the divine particulam 
aurz, which conftitutes the poet; and the animated lines of 
his rival. tranflator could fearcely have found a better foil.— 
1 generally look up to you for my opinions; and, induced 
by your unexpected lenity, have perufed Mr. L’s tranflation. 
Your quotation is indeed fair and candid; ‘for elegance is uni- 
formly facrificed to a /ervile interpretation of words; and the 
language is merely re-echoed, without any attention to the fen/e 
me fpirit of the original. ) 

_ * Though protefts feem, now, out of fafhion, I could not avoid 
fending you mine, and rely on your ufual impartiality for its 
blication. Ifthe fir tranflator deferve a calf * for his pains, 
where fhall we look for an animal fo devoid of fire, fpirit, and ani- 
mation, as to be a fit reward for the other. I am, &c. &c. 


JUNIUS. 
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~® See Crit. Revs vol. lili. p. 127. 

















